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Police  Htjad quarters, 
Boston,  Mass« , 

November  29,  1942, 

Th&  folloKlnr^  statements  were  xj^dc  to  Lieutensnt  Louis 
QiSessa,  Hoaioide  Unit,  Bureau  of  Criiiainal  Investigation, 
In  the  presence  of  Harold  Kraus,  Stenographer. 

Stateiaent  of  HyglC  ACCOHSIOi 
Q.  (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)    I  am  Lieutenant  DiSessa  of  the 

Eoaaicide  Squad  aM  this  man  is  a  police  stenographer.     What 

is  your  TmIX  name? 
A  Ifrank  Aceursio* 

Q  Wh^re  do  you  live?    A.     44A  Pearl  Street,  Sverett. 

Q  Hov/  old  are  you?         A.     E5, 

Q  Are  you  married?         A.     Single. 

Q,  \fliat  is  your  occupation?       A.     Waiter. 

Q,  By  whcm  are  you  enployed?    A.     By  the  Cocoanut   csrove. 

^  How  long  have  you  "been  OE5>loyed  there?    A.     j&out  four  years, 

q  And  what  are  the  hours  of  your  duty? 

A  I  go  to  v/ork  at  six  and  get  throiigh  at  one-thirty. 

Q  Did  you  report  for  duty  last  night,  Saturday  night? 

A  Tes,  sir. 

Q  At  what  time  did  you  report?  A.     About  5:45« 

Q  And  you  workBd  on  the  floor  of  the  main  dining  room? 

A  Yes,  that* 3  right. 

Q  iUid  was  that  the  place  v^iere  the  fire  occurred? 

A  As  far  as  I  know  I  don't  think  so. 

Q  Do  you  knov/  where  the  fire  occurred? 

A  I  really  don*t  know.     Somebody  told  me  there  was  flames  and 

I  ran  upstairs  and  opened  the  door  and  ran  out  of  the  exit. 
<i  Do  you  know  who  said  there  was  flames?         A.     X  don*t. 
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Q,  Was  it  tJxQ  voico  of  a  laan  or  a  »voi:.a2i?  A.     A  uiin* 

Q  Do  you  recall  at  what  tlras  that  was? 

A  About  10:00  ©•oloclr,   I  guess • 

Q  V/hero  were  you  whea  you  vmre  told  that  there  wero  flarses, 

xThat  part  of  the  buil^.inf:  were  you  In? 

A  I  was  Just  going  domi stairs  to  the  kitchen • 

Q  Ifi/hat  did  you  do  as  a  result  of  that  V7arnln{^? 

A  I  went  upstairs  and  opened  the  entrance  onto  Bhsmmxt  Street 

and  I  opened  the  door  and  tried  to  get  all  the  people  cooled 

off. 

Q  Did  you  get  out  then?  A.    Tea,  I  got  out. 

Q  IVhioh  door  did  you  g^t  out  of? 

A  Through  that  exit  and  onto  SheA^raut  Street. 

^  Did  you  see  the  fla2iiE?s?        A,     Ho,  I  didn't. 

(^  Did  you  see  any  fire?  A.     I  really  didn't  ae©  any  fire. 

Q  Did  you  leave  the  premises  then?  A.     I  did. 

Q  Did  you  leave  the  vicinity  of  the  fire  then? 

A  I  v/as  helping  the  fellows  then. 

Qj,  Do  you  know  haw  the  fire  started? 

A  Ko,  I  don*t. 

1 


Stat6:Lioiit  or  limilY  L.  X^ATITTl 


Q  (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)    I  am  Lieutenant  DiSessa  of  the 

lioioiolde  Squad  and  this  man  is  a  police  stenographer.     ?/hat 
la  your  full  naiae? 

A  My  naiae  is  iiaarry  L.  Leavitt. 

^  miere  do  you  live?     A.     64  Ecerald  Street,  Bost/jax. 

Q  How  old  are  you?         A,     42. 


Ci 


Q,  Ar©  you  mssrrled?         A«     Ye s^  sir* 

j|  :  ut  is  j'-oiir  occux>^.tlon*?      A.     Painter. 

Q  Are  you  er^loyed? 

A  I  just  quit  yesterday  b^^ause  I  am  going  In  tJhe  Aajmy. 

q  Were  you  In  the  Tlainlty  ot  the  Coocmiait  CrTci^m  last  ni^t, 

lia"«iaag  In  nind  this  is  Sunday  iscarniag?  a.     Tes,  six* 

Q  \%^eT©  T?ea?©  you? 

A  If  you  v^ould  oall  that  In  tlie  vicinity,   I  was  on  Stuart 

Street  In  DQmenio)c*s» 

(I  You  mean  Docie  ni  ck  ^  s  Cafe  ,  Bomeni  ok  *  s  He  staur  ^mt  t 

A  It  is  "both,  X  guess, 

Q,  Vlfeat  tlEie  ^m.3  that? 

A  X  waHced  into  DcsiBeniolc^s  at  ten  minutes  past  el^t. 

Q  Bid  you  remain  in  Boeeniek's? 

A  X  was  there  until  half  past  ten  and  I  walkad  otxt  at  half 

past  ten  and  bought  a  shaving  brush  in  i%ey^s. 

Q  Was  your  attention  attracted  to  soaae thing  at  half  past  ten? 

A  thQ  polic©  cars  v/histllng, 

Q,  You  mean  the  sirens  sounding?  A.     "^Tes,  sir. 

Q  And  then  did  you  look  In  the  directicm  of  those  police  cars? 

A  Yes,  sir, 

Q  Bo  you  know  v/here  the  Coooonut  Grove  is?    A«     Tes^  sir, 

Q  Bid  you  look  at  the  Gocoanut  Grove?       K     Ho,  b1t» 

Q  Bid  you  see  a  fire?  A.     Ho,  sir, 

Q  Bid  you  know  there  was  a  fire  in  the  Goeoanut  Oror&lt 

A  Ho,  not  at  that  siinute, 

Q  Wxen  did  you  first  learn  there  was  a  fire  there? 
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A  lOien  somebody  ctime  ir.side  Drjineniak's* 

^  -Qiside  tMs  sar.ie  tevem?       A.     Yes,  sir-* 

0,  At  v/hat  time  v/as  that?  A»     A  little  after  half  pa^  ten* 

Q,  Ana  ncmehody  taLlaed  vflth  yon  about  a  fire  that  had  oocurred 

at  th©  Coooamit  CSrove?  A,     Yes,  sir* 

Q,  VQiat  did  this  person  say  to  yam  about  that  firet 

A  H@  Just  said  a  few  sailors  juisped  out  the  window.     There  was 

a  little  explosion. 
Q  Out  of  which  window,  did  he  say?    A*     In  the  Coooanut  Grove, 

q  Was  this  person  a  man  or  a  woiaan? 


A 


A  woman.     She  told  me  that  a  laan  that  woi'ked  in  there  told 


her. 
(^  It  was  a  woiaan  thr.t  spoke  to  you?  A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q  ffhat  did  this  v/onan  say  to  you  about  the  fire  in  the  Cocoanut 

GroTe?      A.     She  said  there  was  a  little  explosion  in  the 

Coooanut  Grove  and  a  fmr  sailors  juiaped  out  the  window  and 

escaped • 
Q  What  else  did  she  say  to  you?  A.     That*s  all. 

Qi  Bid  she  say  snoe thing  about  it  being  good  enough  for  them? 

A  No^  sir. 

Q,  Did  any  man  say  that  to  you?  A#     Yes,  sir. 

^  l^ftio  was  the  man  who  said  that? 

A  I  don*t  Imow  him. 

Q  What  did  this  man  say  to  you? 

A  Sliere  vfas  only  two  staten^nts  mado  about  it.     Her  stat^aent 

about  the  few  sailors  jui^pin^  out  and  the  last  stateisent  X 

got  about  this  fire  v/as  about  five  after  t'.i?elve.     It  didn^t 

even  enter  my  mii^. 
ft  Will  you  tell  ne  what  this  men  said  to  you  about  the  fire? 
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k  Tills  Is  Just  vAiBt  he  BBld..     1^  Btatesssnt  wis  first,   «Some 

fire",  and  he  said^  "lieli,  c^^^  enoucli  for  then". 

^  ?/Jio  did  fce  mean  wlien  he  said  that? 

A  **Good  enouc!i  fco:*  coi3pletin£  their  addition". 

q  Whose  addlticai? 

A  That*s  Just  It*     I  didnH  know  v/hat  he  ne&nt. 

Q  Well,  what  was  said  after  that? 

A  I  said,   ♦^What  do  you  mean  by  addition?**     He  said,  ♦♦The 

ilayfalr*^.     I  said,   "What  has  that  got  to  do  with  the  Mayfalrlj" 
He  said,  "^ley  deserve  what  they  got,  anyway". 

Q  Did  he  say  anything  about  being  blovm  up? 

A  Yes, 

^  V?hat  did  he  say  about  that? 

A  He  said,  "That  is  v^y  they  v/or«  bloim  up". 

(I  Did  you  understand  him  to  moan  the  Cocoanut  Q^ove  when  he 

said  that?  A*     I  didn't  know. 

^  V/ell,  didn*t  you  think  he  meant  the  Coooanut  Groire? 

A  Well,  where  he  tells  me  about  the  addition,  and  the  Jfeyfalr. 

Q  An  addition  was  made  at  the  Coeoanut  Qrove  a  very  short  tisie 

€^o,  wasn't  it?  A.     That  is  what  I  don*t  know. 

Q  Ee  made  reference  to  an  addition? 

A  I  still  don't  kno?r  what  he  meant  by  It. 

q  Was  this  nan  drinking  with  you  when  he  jnade  this  staten^nt? 

A  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  hlia  before. 

Q  I  want  you  to  give  m©  an  accurate  description  of  this  man? 

A  I»d  say  he  vms  from  forty-five  to  forty-ei/^ht  years  oM. 

Q  How  tall  was  he? 

A  Well,  five  feet  ten  and  a  half  to  five  feet  eleven  inches. 

Q  His  ^^veight?  A.     He  seeiaed  to  appear,-  I  should  say 
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he  Tras  a  Hf^ht-hoaTj'welght,  175  to  180  pounds. 
^  V/as  he  Xi{^t  or  clarl:? 

A  E«  was  more  of,  lie  hofi   Just  q  littl©  hair  in  here   (indleatlng 

Liidaxc:  o:^  Lead)   and  bald  oti  both  sides.     He  was  pink  coia- 

plexioned,  in  bet^ween  light  snd  dark  and  he  wes  xveeriag  ci 

lii^t  gr^  suit. 
Ci  Bid  he  look  like  m  /^meriocm  bom  or  a  foreigner  to  you7 

A  He  talked  plain  i^n^ii&jh. 

Q  Bid  he  look  like  an  AEsrioaii,  Greek,  Italian  or  vtiat? 

A  I  vfould  say  h©  was  plain  ixnerican.     Ee  had  kind  of  like  a 

Eoraan  nose  ceasing  out. 
Q  Itow  about  his  clothes, 

A  H«  was  -wearing  a  qto'J  suit.     He  didn't  haye  ai^  overcoat  or 

topcoat  on  and  no  hat  on  as  he  was  in  the  mmie  roon. 
Q  Did  you  notice  his  neotosrear,   shirt  and  tie? 

A  No,   I  didn't. 

Q,  Could  you  identify  this  nan  if  you  saw  him  again? 

A  I  v/ould  have  to  look  at  him  <|uite  closely. 

Q  Well,   could  you  identify  him? 

A  I  a3jnost  think  I  could. 

Stetei^nt  of  WTMi  GMRi 
Q  (By  Lieutenant  DiSeesa)   I  am  Lieutenant  DiSessa,  of  the 

H<»iicide  Squad.     This  man  is  a  police  steno^^rapher.     ?7hat  is 

your  full  nai]}©? 
A  Peter  Garr. 

Q  Where  do  you  live?     A.     H-to  Mile  Square  Hoad,  Tankers,  Kew 

York. 
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q  Ha-;  o3.c'.  arc  you?         A,     58. 

Q  Are  yoti  norrled?        A.     Yes,   sir* 

Q,  Y/hat  is  your  occupation? 

A  I  have  beoD  an  acrobat  all  s^  life,  an  actor, 

Q  3ir  whom  are  you  employed? 

A  We  ore  bcolced  throii^h  so  many  different  agencies, 

Q,  By  what  a^ncy  In  Boston?     A.     I.   Charenoff. 

Q  \fhere  are  they  located?        A.     IJew  York, 

Q  Having  in  inisd  this  is  Sunday  momine,  were  you  in  the 

Coooanut  G^ove  last  night?  A.     Yes,  sir, 
^  At  \«iiat  tisie? 

A  I  couldn't  say  exactly,     X  left  the  Broadway  Hotel  at  tem 

Biinutes  past  ten  and  I  was  In  the  Cocoanut  at  quarter  past 

ten, 
<i  Xagide?  A,     Yes,  sir, 

Q,  Did  an^'thing  xmusual  occxir  there? 

A  nothing  ect  that  tiirie.     We  took  off  our  coats  end  hats,     W© 

didn't  check  them  and  took  them  into  our  dressing  rooms  and 
got  ha  ok  in  there  and  took  off  our  coats  and  mufflers  and 
started  to  take  off  our  coats  and  vests  and  I  got  the  smell, 

Q  You  amelled  sxaoke? 

A  Yes,  not  bo  much  smoke,  like  coke  burning, 

Q  2)o  ycRi  reoall  at  \vhat  time  you  got  that  smell? 

A  Just  about  ten -fifteen, 

Q  As  a  result  of  getting  that  smell,  i^hat  did  you  do? 

A  There  was  nothln^^  you  could  do,     The  lalnute  I  got  the  ss^ll 

I  heard  the  panic, 

Q  Vrnat  did  you  do? 

A  The  first  thing  I  did  was  look  at  lay  partner  and  the  minuto 

I  looked  at  my  partner  th«T»^ 

P  rtner  there  were  people  yelling. 
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^  Did  you  then  go  out  of  the  building? 

A  No,  there  was  no  way  out, 

Q  What  did  you  do? 

A  The  first  thing  we  did  was  to  go  for  an  exit,  a  door  which 

we  know  vms  locked.     In  fact,  two  doors  were  locked.     The  two 
doors  near  our  dressing  rooms  were  locked  and  in  that  short 
time  there  were  people   coBiing  from  the  inside  of  the  cluh. 
When  they  came  from  the  club,  they  came  sit>t>rming  in  and  the 
people  were  trying  to  break  the  door  and  v/ere  being  pushed 
against  the  wall,     X  was  one  of  those  being  pushed  up  the 
stairs, 

Q  When  you  say  the  stairs,  what  part  of  the  building  are  you 

referring  to? 

A  I  am  speaking  of,-  the  same  level  of  the  main  dining  room, 

Q  You  said  some  of  the  people  were  pushing  up  the  stairs  as 

the  result  of  the  panic.     Were  these  stairs  on  the  main 
dining  room  floor?     A.     On  that  floor,  yes. 

Q  How  did  you  get  out  of  the  building? 

A  We  climbed  up  that  flight  and  another  flight. 

Q  Did  you  get  out  of  a  window? 

A  V/hen  we  got  to  the  top  I  took  the  first  thing  that  v/as  nearesjt 

to  me,   I  don't  remember  v/hat  it  vms.      I  started  with  my  elboiN 
and  whatever  it  was  I  took  it  and  broke  every  part  of  the 
window  and  looked  down  and  there  was  nothing  but  another 
roof  and  nearer  to  me  on  my  left  was  a  pipe, 

Q  Did  you  slide  dov/n  the  pipe? 

A  I  figured  I  v/ould  and  then  on  second  thoiight  I  wondered  if 

those  others  could  do  that,      I  went  through  the  window  onto 
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this  pipe  onto  another  ledge  and  onto  another  roof.  2113 

^  Tell  me  how  you  got  out  of  the  building? 

A  I  got  on  the  roof  and  jumped  onto  a  oar  and  rolled  off  it. 

That  is  the  end  of  the  whole  thing. 
Q  Did  you  at  any  time  ^ile  you  were  in  the  building  there  se0 

any  flaines?         A.      0|i,  yes. 
Q  2h  whioh  part  of  the  building  were  those  flames? 

A  \Yhen  I  got  on  the  roof,  there  is  a  skylight  there  and  that  ia 

where  the  flames  were  coming  up  through  the  skylight. 
Q  Do  you  laiow  how  this  fire  started  or  v/hat  caused  the  fire? 

A  Ko,  sir. 
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The  follovdng  statements  were  made  to  Lieutenant 
Louis  DiSessa,  Hcxnioide  Unit,  Bureau  of  Criminal 
Investigation,   at  the  Massachusetts  Gene raJL  Hospital, 
Boston,  Mass.,   on  Noveisiber  30,  1942. 


Massachusetts  General  Hosp« 
November  30,  1942, 

Statement  of  MRS>   HENRIETTA  DAVIS: 

Q,  {By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)  ^^Yhat  is  your  full  name? 

A  Mrs,  Henrietta  Davis. 

Q  Where  do  you  reside? 

A  417  Veterans  of  Foreign  V/ars  Parkv/ay,  Brooldine. 

Q  ViOiat  is  your  occupation?       A.     I  am  a  secretaiy. 

Q  Employed  by  whcm? 

A  The  Checker  Cleansers  in  Caiabridge,  16  Smart  Street. 

<i  Were  you  at  the  Coooanut  Grove  cm  Saturday  night  last? 

A  Yes,   sir# 

Q  Yiliat  time  did  you  arrive  there? 

A  We  arrived  there  aroiind  quarter  past  eight, 

q,  Were  you  there  at  ten  o'clock  the  some  night?    A.     Yes. 

Q  I>id  scaaething  occur  which  attracted  your  attenticm  about 

ten  o'clocldt 
A  After  ten  we  saw  some  people  running  towards  the  stage  and  w© 

thought  it  was  probably  a  fight  between  the  Holy  Cross   and 
B.C.  boys  and  suddenly  we  sav/  a  burst  of  flames  around  the 

cocktail  bar. 
Q,  Can  you  tell  me  in  v/hich  part  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove  you  were 

in?       A.     We  were  in  the  Terrace  Room  on  the  first  floor. 
<i  Is  that  near  what  is  called  the  main  dining  room? 

A  It  is  right  near  the  main  dining  room  but  it  is  raised  on  a 

platform. 
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Q,  You  were  there  with  your  husband? 

A  Yes,  aM  three  other  couples  and  a  young  lady.     Between 

quarter  past  ten  and  ten-thirty  I  saw  some  persons  that 
v;ere  rushing  towards  the  front  of  the   stage  and  we  thought 
it  was  a  fight.     W«  hadn*t  seeo  the  flames  as  yet. 

Q  Did  you  after  you  saw  those  people  running  see  the  fire? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Tfhat  part  of  the  room  or  the  building  was  the  fire  in? 

A  At  the  cocktail  bar. 

Q  Is  that  near  the  entrance?  A.     That  is  near  the  front  entrance, 

Q  What  kind  of  a  fire  did  you  see?     A.     The  flames  were  Just 

bursting. 

9,  Could  you  tell  me  what  part  of  the  building  was  on  fire? 

A  It  looked  like  the   cocktail  bar  was  In  flaiaes. 

Q  Did  you  see  the  object  that  was  burning?       A.     No,  sir. 

Q  Do  you  know  how  that  fir©  was  started?    A.     Ho,   sir. 

^  Do  you  know  v/hat  caused  the  fire?  A,     Ko,  sir. 

^  Has  anybody  told  you  what  caused  the   fire?     A.     l^o,  sir. 


Statement  of  3A0L  DAVIS; 
Q  (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)  Vshat  is  your  fall  nam©? 

A  Saul  Davis. 

<l  IShere  do  you  reside? 

A  In  Brookline  at  417  Veterans  of  Foreign  V/ars  Highway. 

Q,  You  are  married?         A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q  What  is  your  occupation?       A.     I  am  a  medical  student. 

Q  Are  you  employed?       A.     No,  I  am  interning  at  the  Brockton 
Hospital. 
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(I  Iter©  you  In  the  vicinity  or  were  yon  in  tt^  Cocoanut  Gacove  ^ 

last  Sat\irday  evening?  A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q  I>o  you  reoall  at  ^at  time  you  went  there? 

A  It  mui3t  have  been  arouzid  nine* 

^  You  were  there  after  ten  o'clock?  A.     Yes. 

Q  Did  something  attract  your  attention  while  you  were  there? 

A  Quite  a  few  things  ♦ 

^  Ifell  you  describe  that  to  me? 

A  The  first  thing  was  a  coziimotion  and  x>eople  rujming  around 

the  place* 

Q,  Will  you  state  in  which  part  of  the  "building  you  were  sitting? 

A  We  were  in  the  terrace,  in  the  hack, 

Q  Is  that  on  the  main  floor? 

A  It  is  cai  the  main  floor  up  a  few  steps.     It  is  part  of  the 

dining  room. 
Q  While  you  were  sitting  there  yoM  saw  scaae  persons  running? 

A  Yes, 

Q,  Did  they  appear  to  be  excited?  A,     Yes,  sir. 

^  After  you  saw  th^i  running  did  you  see  a  fire? 

A  Later  on,  yes. 

(I  In  which  part  of  the  room  v/as  the  fire? 

A  It  s««ied  to  be  over  near  the  entrance,  around  the  bar, 

Q  Can  you  t4kll  me  v^ ether  it  was  the  ceiling,  wall  or  vibat  was 

mx  fire? 
A  I  saw  the  bar  burning  at  first,  that  blue  alcohol  flas® 

running  the  length  of  the  bar. 
Q  Hcfw  far  were  you  from  the  fire  when  you  saw  it? 

A  At  that  tiiae  we  v/ere  practically  at  the  other  end  of  the  roodiji 

%  What  did  you  do  after  that,  did  you  leave  the  building? 

A  Eventually,  yea. 
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Q  ?/ill  you  tell  us  how  you  left  the  building? 

A  There  was  a  little  railing  around  the  tairrace  where  vfo  v/ere 

0  it  ting  and  we   juniped  over  that  railing  and  down  onto  the 

main  floor  and  the  door  to  the  kit<^en  is  right  handy  after 
we  jujrrped  off  the  railing.     We  went  through  that  docsp. 

Q  Bo  you  loiow  v^at  caused  the  fire? 

A  ^o,  I  hare  no  idea* 

Q  Did  anybody  see  hem  t^e  fir©  started?  A.     Ko,  sir. 

Q  Tou  know  nothing  about  the  fire? 

A  Hothing  about  the  origin  of  it. 

Stateiaent  of  HtED£i:iCK:  M.  ijRXEDl,!; 
Q,  (%  Lieutenant  DiSossa)  What  is  your  full  nasie? 

A  yrederick  M.  Friedli. 

Q  Wh&t  is  your  occupaticm'? 

A  I  sga  in  the  First  Statistical  School,  Soldiers  Field,  Boston. 

The  Earvard  Business  School. 
Q  Are  you  attached  to  the  U,   s.  Anay  or  ^^avy? 

A  I  go  to  school  there. 

Q  ?/hat  is  your  ra3ik  there?       A.     I  am  an  officer  candidate. 

^  Ape  you  married?         A.     "Sfea, 

Q  Were  you  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove  last  Saturd^  night? 

A  Yes,   sir. 

Q,  Bo  you  re  (mil  at  what  tism  you  were  there? 

A  I  should  say  about  nine  o'clock* 

Q,  Vifhen  you  eorrived  there  did  you  sit  or  go  to  any  particular 

location? 
A  When  we  first  arriTred  there  I  stood  at  the  bar  for  a  drink. 
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%  Ifeks  that  on  the  main  floor?  A.      It  was  in  the  lounge. 

%  Ih  atiy  event,  about  ten-thirty  did  soD^thing  attract  your 

attenticax? 
A  Yes,   it  did.     I  v/as  just  leaving  the  mens  room  and  I  vms 

walking  ^ovm  this  little  passageway  to  look  in  the  dance  hall 

and  I  stood  In  the  door  and  I  saw  sobsb  flaraes  at  the  back 

of  the  bar* 
(^  .       Did  you  see  what  was  cm  fire?  A.     Ho,   I  didnH. 

(i  You  Just  saw  flaiaes?  A«     Tes, 

Q  Could  you  ten  me  in  which  part  of  the  room  those  flaaes 

came  from'? 
A  It  was  at  the  back  end  facing  the  bar.     It  was  to  my  right. 

Q  As  a  result  of  seeing  those  flames  did  you  try  to  get  out  of 

a  door  or  window? 
A  No.     After  I  saw  the  flames  I  saw  the  people  starting  to  get 

panicky  and  some  starting  to  run. 
Q  How  did  you  leave  the  building? 

A  I  went  out  the  main  docar. 

^  Bid  you  go  out  the  revolving  door? 

A  I  don*t  know  whether  it  was  a  revolving  door  or  not. 

Q  Were  you  assisted  out  or  did  you  go  out  tmassioted? 

A  At  the  very  end  I  was  assisted  out.     People  were  out  on  the 

floor  there. 
<l  Do  you  know  fi^om  your  own  knowledge  how  this  fire  started? 

A  No,   I  don*t. 

Statei?ient  of  FRED  EROHK? 
Q,  {By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)  TVhat  is  your  full  name? 

A  Fred  Sirohn. 
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^  Hiere  do  you  reside? 

A  29  Orlns  Koad,  ^lington, 

Q  Ax©  you  Harried?         A,     Ho^  sir. 

Q  Were  you  in  the  CocoeoiiJt  GroT©  last  Saturday  night? 

A  "SCes,  sir. 

^  J>Q  you  reoail  at  v^nt  ttim  you  got  th©r©t 

A  We  got  there  about   seven  o'elook, 

Q,  And  what  is  yoirr  ocoupation? 

A  I  as  working  over  at  the  General  Kleetrio  Gampany* 

Q  3h  what  capacity?       A.     Running  a  machine. 

Q  You  arrived  there  at  about  seven  o*elo<^?    A.     Yes. 

<^  la  which  part  of  the  place  were  you  located? 

A  I  was  further  away  frosa  the  sta^e  on  the  left. 

^  Oft  the  main  dining  room  floor?  A.     Yes,  sir, 

Q  Shortly  after  ten  o* clock  did  something  attract  your 

at-tention?  A.     The  fire  over  at  the  entrance. 

Q  You  mean  where  the  revolving  doors  are?      A.     Ho. 

<i  Did  you  see  how  the*  fire  was  started?         A.     No. 

Q  IRiat  part  of  the  building  was  on  fire? 

A  I  think  it  was  over  at  the  revolving  door. 

Q  Did  you  see  what  object  was  burning?     A.     Ho. 

Q  Did  you  ever  s^e  a  palm  tree  there?       A,     Yes. 

^  V/as  that  aflame?         A.     I  think  that  was  aflame. 

^  Did  you  see  anything  oai  the  wall  burning? 

A  A  tapestry,  possibly. 

^  Dia  you  see  any  wires  b^jrning?  A,     Ho. 

Q  Do  you  recall  hew  you  left  the  building  after  the  fire? 

A  I  think  X  was  taken  out.     I  w^it  out  once  and  caiae  back. 

I  went  out  through  a  door  in  back  of  the  stage. 
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Q,  Do  you  loacft;^  how  tliis  fire  was  caused  or  how  it  started? 

A  i^o,    sir, 

Stateeient  of  L0UI3  B,    GAYALLO; 

mmmmmmmiimmmmmimmmmmitmmmmKmmmimmmmamatmmm^mmmtmmmmmmimmammmmmmmmm 

Q  (By  Lleutep^airfc  DiSessa)   ^ihet  is  your  name? 

4  Louis  iDrico  Cavallo. 

Q,  Xlhere  do  you  live?     A.     12  St.   Charles  St*,  Boston. 

Q  Are  you  narried?         A,     Yes,  sir. 

^  What  is  your  oooupation?      A.     Musician. 

<l  By  ^om  are  you  einployed?     A,     By  l!!r.  Welansky. 

Q  You  play  the  piano?  A.     Yes,   sir. 

^  Were  you  in  the  Cocoanut  (^ore  last  Saturday  night? 

A  Yes. 

Q  Bo  you  remanber  "wrtien  the  fire  started? 

A  Yes.     I  hear  the  people  yelling,   *^Fire!     FireS**     People 

rtmning,  no  lights  and  that  is  all  I  can  r^a^iber  because   I 

fell  down. 

%  J^re  you  on  the  stage  at  the  time?         A.     Yes, 

Q  We3?e  you  playing  Idie  pieoao?  A»     Ho. 

^  Were  you  waiting  to  play  the  piano?       A.     Yes. 

^  Did  you  see  the  fire  burning?    A.     I  really  didn*t  see 

anything. 

Q  Bid  you  see  the  fire?  S.     I  a&e  a  lot  of  ^aoke. 

(I  i>ld  you  see  the  flames'?         A.     Ho. 

^  Do  you  know  '.sfcere  the  fire  was,  in  which  part  of  the  room? 

A  No,  sir. 

Q  Do  you  knov?  hem  the  fire  started?         A,     Ho,  sir. 
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%  (By  lieutenant  DiSessa)  '//hat  Is  your  full  ngmie? 

A  SSbe  Grassgreen* 

^  Whore  do  you  live?     A.     41  Be  aeon  Street,  Brookline. 

<4  Ar©  you  taarried?         A,     Yes,   sir, 

Q,  What  is  your  ocoupatioa^ 

A  I  an  branch  manager  of  the  J^yentieth  Oentury  ^ox  film.  Coja^jany 

^  You  were  at  ths  Coooanut  Grove  last  Saturde^  night? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q  You  were  thej^  in  the  vicinity  of  ten-thirty?     A.     Yes. 

Q  Do  you  recall  at  that  time  seeing  a  fire  there?    A,     Yes. 

(^  Do  you  know  Jkm  that  fire  started? 

A  I  haven't  the  least  idea. 

Q  In  which  part  of  the  place  were  you  located? 

A  Right  on  that,  right  off  the  main  floor  there  is  sort  of  a 

step  that  goes  up  right  in  the  hack  there. 

Q  What  first     attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire? 

A  Lot  of  excitec^nt. 

Q,  Did  you  see  the  flames?         A^     Yes. 

Q  In  which  part  of  the  room  were  those  flamest 

A  Where  the  bar  was. 

^  Was  the  bar  on  fire?  A.     It  seemed  that  way  to  lae. 

<i  You  mean  the  top  of  the  car  where  the  reoeptacles  are,  glasse 

and  bottles? 

A  It  seemed  to  me  like  the  flanies  were  right  on  top  of  the  bar. 

Q  Did  you  ever  notice  an  artificial  palm  tree  there? 

A  Ko. 

-X,  Would  you  know  if  that  was  on  fire?       A.     Ho,   sir. 

Q  How  did  you  get  out  of  the  building  after  the  fire? 

^  I  didnn. 
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Q  Did   anj^>>oay  assist  you  out?  '^^o 

A  The  lights  went  oorrplotely  out  and   I  wan  oTercose  by  the  gas 

tunes  and  fell  down  and  ereri^body  seemed  to  be  on  top  ot  lae, 
Q.  Bo  you  know  how  you  got  ovit? 

A  Ho,   sir, 

Statemnt  of  EEA^ICH:  PICK; 

Q  (By  Lieutenant  BlSossa)  Y^at  is  your  full  n£^e? 

A  Beatrice  Rioe. 

^  Where  do  you  live?    A.     5S  71ne  Street,  Brooiain©, 

Q  Are  you  married?         A,     Yes. 

^  Were  you  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove  last  Saturday  night? 

A  Yes  • 

Q  Bo  you  recall  at  \ahat  time  you  were  there? 

A  We  got  there  about  <Tt^a3?ter  of  nine,  eight-thirty. 

Q  Bid  you  ^o  there  alone? 

A  l^o,  I  was  with  a  party  of  eight, 

Q  Bid  you  locate  on  the  csaln  dining  roaei  floor? 

A  Yes  • 

Q  Ton  say  you  got  there  about  quarter  of  nine?       A.     Yes. 

Q,  Were  you  there  after  ten  o'clock  v^en  this  fire  started? 

A  That*s  right* 

^  V/hat  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire? 

A  V/e  had  Just  paid  our  check  and  were  waiting  for  change.     We 

were  going  to  leave  and  all  of  a  sudden  there  was  sort  of 
a  stairrpede  and  we  thought  it  rms  a  fight,  or  soii©  thing  and 
suddenly  we  saw  the  smoke  and  when  the  fire  broke  out  the 
lights  went  out  and  all  I  remember  was  it  spread  so  fast. 

q  Bid  you  notice  a  palm  tree  In  that  room?      A.     Yes. 
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q  Was  tliat  on  fire?       K  -I  doii*t  kncM.       As  you  ooma  in  vrhere 

tlie  bar  is,  thct  is  ^-^lere  t!ie  snolce  vras  oociine  frorfu 

Q  Yon  don't  loiav  %vhat  vms  on  fire? 

A  Well,   all   I  could   see  vms  smolfe  an^   flames. 

<)  As  a  result  of  your  seeins  the  fire  did  3^ou  run  oxtt  of  a  door^ 

A  We  oouldn*t  get  out  v^ere  the  stairs  v/ere  because  there  were 

other  people  sitting  there  and  all  I  knc^,  lay  husbar^  pushed 

lae  over  the  balccmy. 
q  Eos?  did  you  get  out  of  the  building? 

A  X  followed  him.     vJe  fqlXmrea  the  cro^^.     We  ^mnt  dovm  to  the 

basement.     I  was  stai^eded. 
q  Do  you  loiowr  what  caused  the  fire? 

A  i^o,   I  don't. 

Q,  ^s  yoia:-  husband  in  the  hospitca  here? 

A  He  is  In  the  Anny  Hospital. 
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Police  Fepdqu«='i'ters,  ^       ' 

Bof^ton ,   r  *a  ss . ,  ?^oO 

November  30,   1942. 


mi 


'he  follov/in.{;   stptenents  v'ere  nade  to  Lieutenant  louls 
BiSesse,   IHireau  of  Criminel  Investigation,   in  the  presence  of 
Th<xii?:S  ?♦   Burke,   Stenographer. 

C 

Statement  of  Cr'mmjjr^   SCn^S: 


Q  (By  Lieut*  Louis  f-iSessa)  '"liat  is  your  full  mme? 

A  Catherine  Scales. 

Q  Vfhere   do  jon  reside? 

A  27  Or vis  Hoed,    Arlington,  Kass. 

Q  ^re  jo-i  married?  A.     Yes,    sir. 

Q  VTiat  is  your  occupation?  A.  Social  worker. 

Q  Saployed  by  whom?        A.  City  of  Boston, 

C  ''-ere  you  st  the  Coeoanut  Grove  last  Saturday  night? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

0  Bo  you  recall,  what  time  you  went  there? 

A  ^bout  quarter  of  seven. 

Q  ^'ith  v/hon  flid  you  go? 

A  I'y  husband,  end  my  brother  Frederick,  my  two  sisters  Hdna  end 

Clare. 

Q  You  went  in  and  located  yourself  somev^ere  in  the  building? 

A  At  a  trble  at  the  corner  of  the  dence  floor, 

Q  Did  something  attract  your  o.ttention  shortly  fsfter  ten  o'clock? 

A  I  heard  my  sister  say,  "Look**,  and  it  was  fire. 

Q  "Do  you  know  who  that  wrs? 

jJL  It  y/FS  one  of  ay  sisterfc,  I  think  it  was  Clere. 

Q  -'.Tipt  did  you  do  -'^s  p,   result  of  that? 

A  '  e  all  turned,  ^t   up  nnd.  went   tov-'prd  the  door. 

Q.  ^'hich  door  is  that? 

A  k   small  side  door  on  Shavas.ut  ntreet, 

C  You  left  by  thpt  door?    A.  Yes,  sir. 
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0  WMle  you  were  in  there,  did  you  see  fire? 

A  Tes,  sir, 

Q  Bo  yoti  know  ir  -'"ich  pf^rt  of  the  room  it  was? 

A  It  seemed  to  be  coming  from  the  entrance  door* 

O  The  Terolvim   door?      il«  Tea,  sir, 

q,  Bo  you  know  of  any  spot^  or  aay  p^rt  of  the  buildins  that  was 

fire? 

A  It  seemea  as  though  tlie  f lanes  flared  up  behind  the  bar, 

t  ^ss  the  b?^r  on  fire? 

A  I  couldn't  tell,  it  wes  is  thrt  Tieinlty. 

0  Bid  you  see  en  imitation  p«lm  tree  there? 

A  Yes,  air. 

Q  Wps  thrt  on  fire?       A.  I  co\Jldn*t  see  any  of  that  section, 

(^  You  spv/  flatties?        A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  Bo  you  know  how  the  fire  strrted?      A*  Fo,  sir. 

Q  Vq   you  know  -wh-Bt   enused  the  fire?      A,  Ho,  sir. 


Police  Headquarters, 
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StBtement  of  CUMt   JAfl?^  KHQHH; 

Q  (By  Lieut,  Louis  DiSessa)  v^hft  Is  your  full  nam©? 

A  Clare  Jene  ICrohn, 

0  Where  do  you  reside? 

A  29  Orvis  Ho^d,  Arlington,  less, 

Q  Are  you  merried?       A.  Ho,  sir. 

C  Are  you  employed?       A,  Ybs,  sir,  as  a  secretary, 

Q  Were  you  at  the  Cocoanut  H-rove  Irst  SRturd??y  night? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

1^  Bo  you  know  whnt  time  you  went  there? 

A  Shortly  before  nuarter  of  seven. 
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C       You  went  there  wltli  ^ur  sisters? 

A   Yes,  sir,  a  party  of  seven, 

c       Yon  located  yioiirself  on  the  first  floor? 

A       Yes,    sir. 

0,   SliortlY  after  ten  o» clock,  dA6   you  see  this  fire  th.«t  has  been 

described? 
A   Yes,  sir, 

0   T)o  you  refjsnber  in  v/hlch  party  of  the  thPt  tbst  fire  wjrs? 
A   From  the  position  where  w©  were  sitting,  the  right  hpnd  comer 

over  near  the  entrance  door. 
r   You  are  referring  to  Piedmont  Street? 
A   Where  the  revolving,  door  is, 
^       Whet  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire*^ 
A   I  sa^  this  flare,  it  just  seemed  to  shoot  from  the  right  hf^nd 

comer, 
r   Near  the  her? 
A   Juat  before  jou   get  to  the  bpr,  pnd  then  it  seemed  to  ,^o  all 

over  the  bar,  end  then  it  seem  to  m   ell  over  the  place, 
C   Do  you  knov;  the  bus  boy  employed  there?      A.  Ko,  sir, 
C  Wem   did  you   leave  the  building? 

A   We  all  turned  and  v/ent  for  the  nearest  exit  on  Sh^^wrmt  street. 
»"   '^'tth  your  sisters?      A.  Yes,  sir, 
'^   Frora  your  knowl odge,  if  you  know,  do  you  know  what  ocmsed  the 

fire? 
A   Ho,  sir. 


statement  of  HP^TA  KH.OIUT: 


Police  Hef-d^iuerters, 
Boston,   n?ss8., 
TTov ember  30,   1942. 


0        {By  Lieut.   louis  *^i''^GSsa)      '^'hpt   is  your  full   n.?,me? 
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A  Idna  ICpohn. 

,g  ¥^ere  do  you  reside?  A»      29  Orvis  Road»   Arlington,  J^ss. 

Q  Are  you  la^rried?  A,     Ho,   sir* 

Q  Iffeet  is  your  occupation? 

A  I  am  0  clerk  at  the  Army  Base. 

j    C       V'er6  you  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  lost  Betiirday  ni^siit? 

I 

I  A   Yes,  sir,  with  e   friend  of  mina. 

j  Q   Did  you  go  v/ith  your  sisters? 

I  A   Yes,  sir,  I  was  with  John  McCarthy • 

j  €.   You  were  located  at  the  saise  plnce? 

i  , 

\   A   Tes,  sir,  we  were  all  seated  et   a  tehle, 

[  Q   Referring  to  shortly  after  ten  o'clock,  did  youcbserve  tire? 

I  A   T  heprd  someone  say,  I  thoght  it  was  *'Fire",  end  when  I  turned 

I 
1 

I  sew  fire,   vni  then  ?!r.  McCarthy  gr??bhea  eh'^ld  of  me  and  3-ushec( 

me  towards  the  door,  \'vhich  X  no\?  know  m^ps  on  Sher^ut  "^^treet. 
r  "Hid  you  observe  the  plsee  where  the  flemes  v/ere  corajng  from? 
A       From  the  bnr.   It   seemed  to  me  th^t  the  entire  v/all  section  v/es 

completa.y  in  flnaes. 
Q       Bo  you  knov/  what  caused  this  fire? 
A       No,   sir,   I  haven't  any  ides. 

Q       You  made  your  exit  from  the  BBue  door  i^s  your  sister? 
A       Yes,   sir,   just  before  I  v/ent  out  the  lights  v/ent  out  and  Mr. 

McCarthy  pushed  me  out  the  door  and  I   l^Jided  in  the  street. 

Police  Headquarter 3, 
Boston,   l^ass., 

Foveaber  30,   1942, 

3tat0nient   of  THOTAS  J,   SCALS3; 

0        (By  Lieut.  Louis  "^ISessa)     ^*'hat  is  your  full  nsnie? 

A       ThcsB©s  J,  Soeles, 

Q   Where  do  you  reside? 

A       20  Orvis  Head,  /rlin^ton,  rass. 
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Q  WHet  is  your  occupation?  A.     Self-emplojed, 

Q  Are  you  inprried?  A»     Yes,    sir* 

Q  Were  you  at  the  Cocoanut  ^?r©ve   last  Seturdey  night? 

A  Yes,    sir* 

Q  Bo  yon  know  \¥tiat  tioie  it  wes  you  arrived  there? 

A  About  six  forty-five. 

You  were  locpted  v/itli  the  three  ladies,   in  the   same  room  trhioh 

tbey  'described? 

A  Yes,   sir, 

0  T?o  you  rr-c8ll  shortly  after  ten  o'clock  observin,^  a  fire? 

A  My  attention  wr^s   cplled  to   it   and  J   sav/  this  sijush  of  fleKOS. 

Q  Who  called  your  attention  to  it? 

A  I  don't  Icnow  Vvtdoh  one  it  was. 

Q  Someone  said,    ^'Fire--? 

A  Yes,   sir,    somebody  said,   "Look**. 

Q  Do  you  kno\m  from  which  direction  the  fire   obwm  froia? 

A  The  entire  length  of  the  building,    it  c??jue  ell  over. 

Q  Bid  you  leave  by  the  snrm   door  as  these  ladies? 

A  Ho,   sir. 

Q  Vo  you  Know  whr-t  caused  this  f1j?e?  A,     Wo,    sir. 

0— — 

Police  Headquarters, 
Boat on,  Vess., 

November  SC,  194S. 

Statement  of  RWO   S/JmHI; 
Q.   (By  Lieut.  Louis  "^iSessa)   I  am  Lieutenant  T^iSes?^a  of  HejidnuRrtdrs, 

and  this  is  the  stenographer.  '*-hpt  is  your   full  name? 
A   "Reno  Sandrl . 

Q   Where  do  you  reside?    A.  14  Thwing:  -treet. 
(^   VTiere  Is  that?         A.  Hoxbury. 

C   Row  old  ere  you?        A.   T\,enty-five,  today. 
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Q       Are  ycu  mBrrled?  k.     Yes,   sir« 

C;       Y,lie>t  ig  jQxir  occupation?  A,     Crb  drirer. 

-Q,       By  x^Jhom  ere  joxi  enployed?  A*     Fenway  Tsxi» 

I 

i   D       T'ere  you  at  the  vOocoanut  Grove  lest  Saturday  night? 

!  A       Fo,   sir. 

I 

I  0.       '.*'ere  you  in  the  vicinity? 

A       RlvT'bt  across  the   street  from  17  Piedmont  Street. 

I   Q       Fhet  were  you  cooing? 

i 

j  A   Sitting  Xn   the  cab  wsiting  for  e  fp.re. 

'  ^   l*'hile  you  were  there »  did  somsthiru-;  attract  your  attention? 
I  A   I  heerd  lots  of  screaming* 

j  C   Did  you  loo3c  towerds  the  direction  of  the  screeirilng? 
I  A   I  s*^w  8  crowd  at  the  revolving  coor, 
0.   Dif!  you  see  fire?       A,  Tea,  sir,  I  sew  flanies  behind  the 

people* 
Q   Bia  you  go  nepr  the  fire? 
A   I  v/ent  to  tlie  revolving  door  and  looked  in.  I  saw  people  yelling 

and  sc reeling .  X  sew  people  trying  to  push  and  open  the  door. 
Q   Wfis  anybody  cau^rht  in  the  door? 
A   They  weren't  ceught,  and  tried  to  open  th^  door* 
Q   Howi/ere  they  caught? 

A   Tliey  v?ere  try  In;?  to  push  the  door  open. 
Q,       Did  you  see  them  push  on  both  sides  of  the  door? 
A   Yes,  sir,  men  and  women  screeitiin.:?;  pjid  yelling* 

^»liile  these  people  were  trying  to  push  the  reirolvin^  door,  were 

there  fl^^jties  aroujid  them? 

There  were  flr^mes  right  behind  thoa,  from  the  top  of  the  ceilin.^. 

It  appeared  the  flames  v/ere  coming  fror;  the  direction  of  the 

Melody  lounge. 

Do  you  knov/  how  this  fire  started?        A.  Ho,  sir. 
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^'       Do  you  kr.ov/  what  caused  the   fire? 

A       I  aidnH  read  rery  much  about  it,  I   srv/  enough. 
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Fire  IieadQXiprters, 
Bristol  Street, 
BoiJiton,  Kas3,  , 

TTovember  30,  1942. 


Statement  of  :romi  '"!.   BR.^.BIET: 


Q   (By  Fire  noramissioner  Peilly)  T^hat  is  yo-or  full  nrme? 

A   iTohn  '-•  Bradley. 

Q   By  v*Lom  are  you  employed?     A«  Cocoanut  GroYe. 

q   In  what  cnp?toity?  A*  Bartender. 

c   '^pt  part  of  tl-e   |>remises  vmre   you  in  when  the  fire  broke  out? 

A   Felody  lounge. 

Q   Can  you  tell  us  what  happened  in  connection  with  this  fire,  your 
first  knowl8d-e  of  the  fire? 

A   There  was  e  light  out  over  on  the  corner  c-i^   the  hoy  cr^me  over 
and  I  told  him  to  put  the  light  on,  I  ivent  back  about  my  work 
serving  drinks,  all  of  a  sudden  somebody  said,  "Fire^,  end  I 
junrped  out  from  behind  the  bar  and  the  palm  tree  v/rs  blezingand 
the  flames  came,  I  don't  know  where  they  came  from.  I  pulled  the 
palm  tree  dovm  end.   threw  vmter  on  it.  I  hollered  for  sopie  --jeter 
but  the  fire  v/as  too  far  gone,  the  people  were  paniclcy,  and  I 
hollered,  -^Take  it  ensy^,  The  \7hole  ceiling  "\v??.s  on  fire. 

(il       Can  you  tell  us  where  the  fire  started? 

A   In  the  corner. 

Q   V^iich  corner,  near  the  stairs? 

A   Hear  the  kitchen  side,  in  the  l-%lody  lounge. 

0,   In  bRCk  of  the  coolin^?:  unit? 

A   On  top  of  the  cooling  unit,  on  bsck  of  the  cooling  unit, 

Q   Who  is  the  boy  you  told  to  put  the  light  on?    A.  Stanley. 

Q   Who  is  this  Stanley^      A.  Bar  boy. 

0.   Bid  you  see  him  at  the  palm  tree? 

A   !-y  back  vms  turned  and  I  was  busy.  I  told  him  to  tell  hira  to 

put  the  li^,ht  back  on,  I  don't  know  who  put  the  light  off. 
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Q       How  mp.nj  riQYB  oxit  of  the  Vb1o6j  loim^f^e?  i^=.  Two, 

Q.       They  If^-^  out  oz  the  street? 

A       Toy  cen  go  out  on  the  street.   :^   don't   im?..«5ine  Bfeybody     thou,?^ht 

ebout  it. 
0.       Are  jou  sure  the  fire   started  in  the  palm  tree? 
A       TliBt,   I  couianH  tell  you,   the   flmnes  t^^ent  right  i=!cross  the 

ceilin,^, 
Q      Where  d.16.  yc\i   .^^et  the  ^fietter? 
A       In  hpck  of  the   ber, 

Q       Bow  did  you  get   out?  A,      Through  the  kitchen. 

Q       Bid  you  have  difficulty  .getting  throuf^h  the  kitchen? 
A       The  s?moke  wns  terrible, 
Q       Did  anybody  elne  c«t  cut  thf^t  v/ey? 

A       Catherine  Swett  was  there,   and  the  smoke  riBS  hittins  me  in  the 
f?ce,   pnd  T  hollered,    ^Anybody  else  in  here  run  this  way**  mid. 
I  went  bf^ck  in  the  kitchen  evA  we  put  a  lot  of  people  out  the 
vvlndo^^  of  the  service  bar,   and  I  vvent  through  the  windov/  and 
out  on  the   elleyvmy^ 
c       You  T^ent  out  the  vlndow  from  the  kitchen  into  the    alleyway? 
A       Yes,    air. 

0       And  e  lot  of  others  got  out  that  -waf? 
A       Yes,    sir,   the  window  was  over  the  service  bar.  Hobody  thought 

of  thpt   door  in  back  of  the  lounge. 
Q      ?'ee  thst   door  always  kept  open? 
A       All  you  had  to   do  was  to  take  the   bolt   off. 
Q       Whpt  door  is   that? 

A       In  the  flley^vay  in  back  of  the  lounge. 
Q,       Is  there  anything  else  you  ccn  tell  us? 
A       I  don't  know  anything  else, 
Q       rid  Stanley  ask  you   for  a  match?  A.     Ho,    sir. 
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(George  M»  Godfrey.  Police  Headquarters,      P^^Q 

Stenogregpher}  Boston,  Mass.,       COJc 

December  7,1942. 

Statement  of  ELEANOR  CASELLA. 
>   (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)  Now  for  the  purpose  of  introducing 

ourselves,  I  am  Lieutenant  DiSessa  of  the  Homicide  Squad  of 

Police  Headquarters  and  this  man  is  a  police  stenographer. 

I  want  to  ask  you  a  few  questions  concerning  the  Cocoanut 

Grove  fire.  V.liat  is  your  full  name? 
A   Eleanor  Casella. 

Q   Where  do  you  live?        A.  81  Albion  Street,  Medford. 
Q   How  old  are  you?  A.  96. 

Q   Are  you  married?  A.  Yes. 

Q   V.^at  is  your  occupation? 
A   I  did  start  off  as  a  factory  girl  — 
Q   At  the  present  time  what  are  you  doing? 
A   Housewife. 

Q   Are  you  employed  anywhere?      A.  Not  now. 
Q   Do  you  recall  a  week  ago  Saturday  night  being  at  the  Cocoanut 

Grove?  A.  Yes* 

Q   Do  you  remember  at  what  time  you  went  there? 
A   I  went  there  to  work  at  six,  but  I  was  there  at  five  o'clock  for 

supper. 
Q   You  were  employed  by  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 
A   Yes. 

Q  By  y/itiom   were  you  employed? 

A   Al  Taxier,  toy   brother-in-law.  He  married  my   half-sister. 
Q   In  what  capacity  were  you  employed  there? 
A   Check  girl. 

Q   How  long  were  you  employed  there? 
A   Five  days,  from  Tuesday. 
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Q   The  Tuesday  preceding  the  Saturday,  the  day  on  which  the 
fire  occurred?  A.  Yes. 

Q   feliat  were  your  hours  of  duty? 

A   From  six  until  closing,  1«00  A.M. 

Q   Were  you  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove  when  the  fire  started? 

A   Yes,  I  was* 

Q   Do  you  recall  at  what  time  the  fire  started? 

A   Between  ten  and  half  past  t^i* 

Q   In  ^ich  part  of  the  Grove  were  you  when  the  fire  started? 

A   The  new  lounge  in  the  front,  BroadwgQr  entrance • 

Q   The  new  cocltetail  loui^e?  A.  Yes. 

Q   Were  you  there  alone? 

A   Working  there  alone,  yes. 

Q   ^n  the  check  room  of  the  new  lounge?        A.  Yes. 

Q   Were  you  standing  or  sittii^?        A.  Standing. 

Q   In  the  check  room?      A.  Yes. 

Q   What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire? 

A   Some  fellow  yelled,  "Get  your  hat  and  coat  and  run,**  three 
times.  I  put  on  t^is  Jacket.  I  thou^t  it  was  a  holdup.  I 
was  afraid  to  run.  Fellows  started  yelling  for  their  coats 
to  me.  I  saw  smoke  comiz^  f^nd  saw  the  silver  singing  and 
flames  reached  her  and  she  went  on  fire. 

Q   Some  fellow  said,  "Get  your  coat  and  run**? 

A   Yes*  Then  I  saw  smoke. 

Q   Where  did  you  see  the  smoke  coming  from? 

A  Vp   above  the  ceiling  part. 

Q   Do  you  know  from  which  direction  the  smoke  came? 

A   From  the  bar. 

Q   Did  you  see  any  flames?  A.  Yes.  I  reached  the  door. 

Q   Where  did  you  see  the  flames?      A.  From  the  bar* 


♦  t. 


•  \JI-^  V.  ;.^\J. 


261 

Q  Do  you  know  In  ^ich  pert  of  the  rooa  those  flames  were? 

A.  As  you  enter  the  rocaa  on  the  left  side  of  the  room. 

Q  tntm   whether  they  were  on  the  wallf  ceiling  or  floor? 

A  Caae  from  the  corner  of  the  wall  and  ceiling* 

Q  ^liat  did  you  do  as  a  result  of  that? 

A  X  tried  to  get  out  and  people  in  f  roat  of  «e  blocking  ogr 

way,  but  I  did  get  out. 

Q  Did  you  get  out  unassisted? 

A  One  of  the  waiters  took  me  out. 

Q  How  did  he  take  you  out>  which  door? 

A  Ti-ie  front  entrance. 

Q  Which  front  entrance?   A*  Broadway  entrance. 
Q   That  is  «aiere  the  new  door  was  in  the  new  cocktail  lounge? 

A   Yes. 

Q   Did  you  leave  there  then? 

A   About  an  hour  afterwards  I  went  home. 

Q   What  was  the  size  of  the  crowd  in  the  Grove? 

Truthfully  I  checked  about  forty-nine  coats  but  they  kept 

going  in  and  out.  I  don*t  take  ladies  coats. 
Q   How  aany  persons  would  you  say  were  in  the  Grove  that  night? 
A   I  don*t  know. 
Q   Can  you  give  us  en  estiaiate  how  many  people  were  in  the 

entire  Grove?         A.  No  overcrowding  in  th«  room  I  was. 

Comfortable  sitting.  Cfe«  or  two  einpty  tables. 
Q   Was  the  place  overcrowded? 
A   No,  not  Bay  place. 

Q   Did  you  see  the  other  part  oT   the  Grove? 
A   I  couldn*t  see. 
3    Do  you  know  how  this  fire  started? 
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A   No.  26^ 

Q   Do  you  know  what  caused  the  fire? 

No,  I  donH.  The  heating  system  in  my  place  was  hot,  but  a 

,   t  :3  •*  ^r«^.  +hP  hot  nir  system  wasn't  working 
work  fellow  looked  it  over;  the  nox.  air  ejeu 

just  right  for  the  heating  system  of  the  place- 
Q   Was  this  fellow  a  steamf itter  or  plumber? 
A   I  don't  know. 

Q   Did  he  tell  you  there  was  anything  wrong? 
A   Asked  me  how  It  affected  me.  The  other  girl  couldn't  stand  it 

in  the  dining  room  and  I  changed  Jobs  with  her  about  two  days 

before  the  fire. 

Q  Where  was  this  heating  system? 

K  The  check  room  in  a  dead  end  closet. 

Q  Was  it  a  radiator? 

A  One  of  those  switch  button  things. 

Q  v'as  it  a  radiator? 

ik  No,  one  with  sockets  and  everything  in  it. 

Q  Was  it  attached  to  electricity? 

A       I  don't  know. 

Q      Did  any  fire  start  in  the  room  in  which  you  were  working? 

A       No. 

Q      You  said  a  man  came  to  look  at  the  heaUng  system? 

A       Yes. 

Q    Do  you  know  what  kind  of  a  man? 

No,  two  of  them  came,  one  was  the  boss  I  guess. 

*»       AT  +-hTT»k  mostly  for  an  eletriciaii. 
Was  he  a  tradesman?       A.  I  thinK  mosx^iy 

q        You  don't  know  him,  his  name?       A.  No. 

^        was  that  condition  remedied,-  did  they  fix  the  heating  system^ 

A    No.  They  were  about  to  move  it  downstairs,  next  week. 
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But  you  say  nothing  wafi  done?  j>g3 

^       Ife,  it  worked  ell  right. 
Q      The  reason  for  moving  t^t  heating  ByBtm  was  becauae  of  the 

intense  heat? 

Mo,  it  waa  cola  (me  minute  in  the  rom,-  it  didnH  work  just 

right. 
Q      Who  hired  you  to  work  at  the  place? 
A      Eose,  I  don't  Icnow  her  last  naaw. 

Q      Ponzi's  ex-wlfe? 

ik      Tea. 

Q      Did  she  pay  you? 

h      Kot  yet. 


statement  of  BaRBABA  JMm  IHOMPSOIf 

^     (By  Captain  John  P*  L^Cartlay)     What  is  your  ftill  naxa©? 

A     Barbara  Jane  Thompson* 

Q    Where  do  you  reside?     A*     21  Osgood  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Q     How  old  are  you?     A»     25* 

Q     Are  you  married?     A.  Ko» 

q     Vliat  is  your  occupation?     A.  I  am  a  pB.ok.ev* 

Q    Where  are  you  employed?     A.  The  Megowen  Bducator  Company,  Jackson 
Street «   Lonell,  Mass* 

Ql    On  Saturday,  November  28,  1942,  were  you  in  the  Goeoanut  Grove, 
Boston,  Mass*?       A*     Tea* 

Q,    ^hsi%  tiiae  did  you  arrire?  A*  I  donH  know  the  e:£aet  time*     It  was 
about  9:30. 

Q    laio  was  with  you?     A*  Stephanie  Kmiec  and  Gladys  Bzigiel. 

Q     Anyone  else?     A.  !I!!hat»s  all* 

<i     The  three  of  you  entered  the  Cocoanut  Grove  at  about  9:30? 

A    Yes* 

Q,  Which  door  did  you  enter?  A*  ^e  door  on  Piedi3K)nt  Street* 

Q  When  you  entered  at  PlsdESDnt  Street,  M^iere  did  you  go  in  the 
Coeoanut  Crove?  A*  Into  the  ladles  room.  We  cams  out  and 
tried  to  got  in  the  main  dining  room  but  it  was  crowded  and  we 
could  not  get  in.  Some  fellow  suggested  we  go  downstairs  to  the 
Melody  Lounge.  After  a  while  we  v/ent  down  there  and  went  to  the 
last  booth  in  the  corner.  It  was  dark  there.  We  waited  and  a 
waiter  cane  over  and  looked  at  us  and  asked  us  if  we  were  old 
enough.  Gladys  and  I  had  identifications  b|rt  Stephanie  didn't. 


265 

We  told  him  we  went  down  for  something  to  eat.  He  went  away 
and  came  back  and  he  told  us  that  they  did  not  serve  foofi>  just 
liquor.   e  had  paid  a  dollar  minimum  charge  to  go  downstairs 
and  thought  as  long  as  we  paid  it,  we  might  as  well  get  somsthiiig 
to  eat.  ¥•  tried  to  get  our  money  and  then  got  out. 
^   Vi/hat  time  did  you  leave  there?  A.  Must  have  been  about  10:00 

o'clock* 
q   You  and  your  two  girl  friends  left  before  the  fire  started? 

A   Yes. 

Q   You  say  this  waiter  oaiae  over  and  asked  if  you  girls  were  old 

enough?  A.  Yes. 
Q  To  whc«m  did  he  direct  the  remarks?  A.  Stephanie. 
Q   What  reply  did  you  laake?  A.  Stephanie  said  we  oasie  downstairs 

to  eat. 
Q   Did  you  order  any  food?  A.  No. 
Q   Any  liquor?  A.  No.  We  didn't  order  at  all. 
^      Approximately  how  long  did  you  r«aain  in  the  Cocomtut  arovef 
A   About  half  an  hour. 
(^      titere  there  many  people  in  the  Llelody  Lounge?  A.  Yes,  a  lot  of 

people  were  standing  around  the  bar. 
Q   Did  you  go  to  a  table?  A.  Yes,  w©  went  to  a  table. 
Q   Was  anyone  else  seated  at  your  table?  A.  No^ 
Q   You  remained  there  about  15  minutes?  A.  Half  an  hour. 
Q   You  arrived  there  at  9:15?  A.  9z30. 
Q,      You  left  about  10:00  o'clock?  4.  Yes. 
Q   You  did  not  have  any  food  or  drink?  A.  Ho,  not  a  thing. 
Q   You  left  by  what  door?  A.  "The  saae  door  as  the  one  we  came  la 

on  Piedmont  Street. 

Q   mien  did  you  first  learn  of  a  fire? 
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A   Ws  went  to  get  soug thing  to  eat*  W©  walked  and  found  Bob  '*^^t> 
Bergers.  We  were  sitting  in  there  and  heard  sirenf?  ^'md   then 
v?e  came  out  of  there  and  asked  where  it  was.  They  told  us  and 
we  went  bade  to  the  Cocoanut  Grove. 

Q   You  have  not  knov/ledg©  or  information  as  to  how  the  fir©  started|? 

A   Ho. 

Q   You  were  not  in  there  when  the  fire  started.  A.  No. 

q,      You  were  in  Bob  Berger's?  A*     Yes. 

Q   Did  you  make  any  reply  to  the  waiter  when  he  asked  if  you  were 

old  enough?  A.  Bo,  he  asked  for  an  identification  and  he  meant 

Stephanie. 
Q   Stephanie  was  imder  age?  X»     Yes. 
Q   ?ihen  he  asked  if  you  were  old  enough  to  have  liquor »  did  Stephanie 

say  anything  to  the  waiter?  A.  Ho,  she  said  v;e  v.'anted  soiae thing 

to  eat«  He  said  that  no  food  was  sold  downstairs  in  the  Melody 

Lounge. 

q.      Have  you  any  inforrasticn  or  knowledge  as  to  hoiv  the  fire  started? 
A   Mo,  not  at  all. 
Q   Have  you  talked  with  persons  who  might  give  infoimation  valuable 

to  the  Boston  Police  Department?  A»  Ho. 
Q   All  the  tables  were  occupied?  A.  Yes. 
Q   You  were  in  Bob  Berger's,  you  heard  about  the  fire  and  went  over 

to  the  fire?   A*  Yes. 
Q   In  T«iiat  part  of  the  area  were  you?  A.  On  Broadv/ay. 
q.      Have  you  talked  with  any  newspaper  writers  pr   any  person 

about  the  fire?  A.  Just  the  one  in  the  Lowell  Sun. 
Q   What  is  his  name?  A.  I  don't  recall. 
Q   He  published  what  you  said  in  the  Lowell  Sun?  A.  Yes. 
Q   You  hi|ve  no  information  of  value?  A.  No. 
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statement  of  S'ZEPEAHIE  C5LIA  KMHiiC       ^^' 

Q  (By  Captain  HaCarthy)   what  is  youp  full  naiae? 

A*  Stephanie  Cella  ISaieo* 

q,    hlhere   do  jrou  reside?  A»  39  Boisvert  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Q  How  old  are  you?  A*  I  will  be  twenty  on  February  5,  1943. 

Q  'Ajhat  is  your  occupation?  A-  Inspector  of  parachutes  at  the 
Atlantic  Parachute  Cojtpany. 

Q  Utore  you  in  Boston  on  Saturday,  ITovember  E8,  1942?  A.  Yes* 

Q  Did  you  have  occasion  to  go  to  the  Coooanut  Grove  on  Piedmont 
Street?  A*     Yes.  Gladys  Dzigiel,  Barbara  Olhcstipson  and  inyself 
entered  the  Coooanut  Grove  between  9;15  and  9:50  o»cloclc  P.M* 
We  went  up  to  the  ladies  room  first.  "Phen  we  went  over  and  stood 
in  line  for  a  while.  Then  this  laan  said  to  us,  **go  downstairs** 
and  we  went  doiimstairs.  We  paid  one  dollar  for  a  minimum  charge. 
Ife  sat  downstairs  in  the  comer  table  and  the  waiter  eame  over 
and  after  a  while  asked  us  if  we  had  identifications.  The   girls 
showed  their  identifications  and  he  looked  at  m©  and  asked  if 
1  had  any.  I  had  no  intention  of  drinking,  ^en  he  said,  **\?e 
don*t  serve  food  downstairs."  So  I  told  the  girls  to  have  a 
drink.  I  didn't  because  I  wasn't  twenty-one.  So  they  said, 
♦'no'*,  it  didn't  look  rigjtit  for  them  to  have  sojiiething.  We  went 
upstairs,  got  our  dollar  back  and  walked  to  Bob  Berger's.  ¥.M1® 
there,  we  heard  sirens.  We  walked  out  ajid  asked  the  paper  boy 
at  the  Metropolitan  Theatre  and  he  told  us  the  fire  was  at  the 
Cocoanut  Grove.  We  went  up  there  and  saw  them  taking  bodies  out. 
We  left  Boston  about  IS: 15  for  Lowell.  Our  car  was  at  the 
Texaco  Garage. 

Q  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  the  v/aiter  with  reference  to 

your  age? 
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A  NO,  I  just  told  hi::s.  we  did  not  como  dawn  to  drink. 

Q  Did  t^xe  waiter  ask  your  age?  A.  Ho,  he  asked  for  en  identifica 

tion.  I  said  we  had  no  intentions  ol*  drinking. 
Q  The  waiter  questioned  you  about  3'-our  ag-es?  A.  Yes. 
Q,  What  else  did  the  waiter  ask?  A.  I  thought  he  t^anted  an 

Identification. 
Q  Did  he  want  an  identification  for  the  purpose  of  determining 

youx  age?  A.  Yes,  they  sho?:/ed  hlsi.  I  said  I  had  no  identif icatijon 

I  had  no  intentions  of  drinking. 
^  Did  yuu  tell  hijgi  you  were  19?  A.  Ko. 
^  Did  you.  have  aaythiiie  to  drink  or  eat*?  A.  Ho. 
Q  ?^en  you  set  down  at  a  table,  what  lead  up  to  fcha  waiter  asking 

you  your  ago?  A.  He  didn't  cone  right  over.  Gladys  made  a 

sound  for  liiia  to  corae  over.  lio  aaid,  'nave  you  any  identif ioatiolns* 

so  the  girls  showed  him.  I  said  that  1  had  no  intentions  of 

drinking.  He  said  "^we  don't  serve  food  down  here.** 
^  You  got  in  there  at  what  time?  A.  9:S0. 
'^    You  left  vi^hat  tine?  A.  10:00, 
Q^    You  T?e..?©  in  there  a  half  an  hour?  A,  Yes. 
%    Any  p^irchaoes?  A.  Ho,  vie   got  our  dollar  hack. 

q  You  left  hy  the  Broadway  or  Piednont  Stroot  entrance?  A.  Piedmont^ 
q  miat  did  you  pay  that  dollar  for?  A,  Ilinimura  charge.  ^?e  ga^-e 

him  ths  dollar  and  he  gave  us  a  ticket. 
(I    You  recelvad  a  dollar's  'v^ortii  of  coupons  v/hich  entitled  you  to 

two  tickets?  A.  Yes. 
Q  They  v;ere  for  drinks,  did  you  know  thct?  A.  No. 
q,     Wheh  you  left,  you  went  over  to  Bob  Border's?  A.  Yes. 
Q  Were  you  in  Bob  Berger's  when  you  heard  of  the  fire?  A.  Ho. 

?;e  could  ssiell  srooke  end  could  see  fire  trucks  going  by. 
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We  learned  it  was  the  Goooanut  Grove  when  w©  got  out. 
Q,    Hecognize  anyone  you  knew?  A.  Ho» 
Q  You  were  out  hovt  long  before  the  fire  started?  A»  Half  an  hour. 
q  Eave  you  any  inforsaation  or  facts  as  to  what  caused  the  fire? 

A  Ko. 

i^  Your  name  appeared  in  the  Lowell  Sun  as  a  result  of  talking 

v^ith  a  newspaper  reporter?   A#  Yes. 
Q.  You  Vi^ere  not  in  there  when  the  fire  started?  A.  Ko^ 


Statement  of  GLASYS  L£AHY  DZlGIlgL 

Q  (By  Captain  McCarthy)  V^at  is  your  full  name?  A.  Gladys  Mary 
Dzigiel. 

Q  Miere  do  you  reside?  A.  70  Perry  Street,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Q  Viliat  is  your  occupation?  A*  Packer  in  the  D^iegowen  Educator 
Gosipany. 

Q  How  old  are  you?  A*  26  years, 

Q  ;ij'hat  time  did  you  enter  the  Cocoanut  Gi^^ve  with  these  two  girls? 

A  Between  quarter  past  or  hali*  past  seven,  We  entered  on  the 

Piedmont  street  entrance  •  We  went  into  the  ladies  room  and  from 
there  tried  to  get  a  table  in  the  main  dining  room.  It  was  very 
crowded.  Somebody  told  us  to  go  to  the  Melody  Lounge,  TJhen  we 
started  for  there,  there  was  a  man  at  the  head  of  the  stairs  who 
told  us  we  would  have  to  pay  one  dollar  mlnlmuia  charge.  He  told 
us  we  had  to  use  it  up,  but  did  not  say  how.  We  got  a  table  at 
the  far  comer.  ';/©  sat  there  a  little  while  but  the  waiter  did 
not  wait  on  us.  I  called  him  over  and  said  we  were  not  being 
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-salted  on#     He  as«k©d  Barbara,   Stephanie  and  I   If  we  had  any 
identifications-     Stephanie  did  not  have  any,   she  wasn*t  of  age* 
I  said  we  didn't  cosie  to  drinlc  but  to  eat.     He  said  **no  food 
served  here*"     Vq  didn't  want  to  have  anything  v^hiie  Stephanie 
had  nothljig,   so  we  went  bac^  upstairs  and  got  our  money  beck. 
The  2ian  aslced  why  we  ranted  tiie  iaoaey  back  and  I   told  him* 
We  got  oiiT  laoney  and  went  out  throush  Piediiont  Stroot.     It  was 
10:00  o»cloc)c  and  we  went  to  Bob  Berger's  in  the  lietropolitan 
Building.      We  were  eating  there  and  about  10:£0  we  heard  sirens* 
C^en  we  got-  out,  we  asked  the  icid  in  f3?ont  of  the  Metropolitan 
where  the  fire  was*     lie  tola  us  it  was  at  the  Gocoauut  Qrove* 

Q  The  reason  you  left  was  beoaucs  the  waiter  refused  to  serTe 
liquor  because  Stephanie  was  not  of  age?  A.  We  did  not.  go 
there  to  drink  but   to  eat* 

Q       '^at  tlae  did  you  arrive?     A.   S!i5 

0^      "liat  tiiTje  did  you  leave?     A.   About  9|46* 

^       Have  you  ever  been  there  before?     A.   ?!©* 

Q       Did  2''0u  kno»?  the  rralter?     A*  ?To,   It  wfis  dark. 

^       ?/cre.  there  rxany  people   there  r't  the  time?     A*     Very  crowded. 

^       "^oi:   Buw  thfi   Ovrl  Bt'r?     A*     Yer. ,  \jo  pat  in   the  comer  table* 

Q.       Have  you  any  inforuiation  of  any  value  or  any  facto  that  would 
assist  the  Boston  Police  Department?     A.  llo» 

<i      You  did  inaice  a  statenient  to  e   representative  cf  the  Lowell  Sun? 

A       i  had  not  t^ilired  to  hiiii  at  all.   Ihe   information  was  given  to  hiiB)* 

(i      You  have  no  faots  or  infonsiation  as  to  how  the  fire  started? 

A       Vo. 
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Deoaaber  8,  194E        ^^^ 

Station  4,  Warren  Avenue 

Albert  Kreponitsky*  Stenograpiier 

Statement  of  ELSAITOR  VXRaiNIA  GIGUO 

Q,  (By  Captain  John  F»  McCarthy)  liVhat  is  your  full  name? 

A  Eleanor  Virginia  Giglio. 

q,  Tou  have  a  professional  name?  A.  Eleanor  Gayle* 

C^  ^ere  do  you  reside?  A*  E58  North  Central  Avenue,  Wollaston# 

Q  How  old  are  you?  A.  19. 

Q  19hat  is  your  occupation?  A*  I  am  in  the  show  business.  A  daneejr. 

Q  By  whom  are  you  employed?  A«  I  was  employed  by  the  Cocoanut 

Grove • 

Q  yjho  employed  you  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove?  A»  Buster  Sfeim. 

Q  What  is  his  business?  A»  Producer  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove. 

Q  He  engaged  you?  A.  Yes. 

q  At  what  salary?  A.  $30.00  a  weeJc.  It  was  |35.00  with  Sundays. 

Q  V/ere  any  persons  employed  with  you?  A.  Tes.  I  was  one  of  the 
eight  chorus  girls.  We  had  four  chorus  boys. 

Q  How  long  had  you  been  employed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 

A  Going  on  three  months* 

(I    Coming  down  to  Saturday »  Hovember  28 ,  1942.  Did  you  report  for 
work  as  a  dancer  on  that  date?  A.  About  7:00  o'clock  P.M. 

Q  Your  dancing,  did  that  take  in  upstairs.  The  Main  Dining  Room? 

A  Yes,  in  the  dining  room. 

Q  Did  your  duties  take  you  into  the  Melody  Lounge?  A.  Kb. 

Q  Tell  me  in  your  own  way  what  you  experienced,  vfh&t   you  heard, 

and  what  you  knov/  about  the  fire  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  Saturdaj 
Hovember  28,  1942.     A.  I  don't  remember  much  of  it.  But  what 
I  do  know  is  that  we  were  in  the  dressing  room  playing  cards.  We 
looked  out  of  the  window  and  heard  engines.  We  thought  the  fire 
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lias  across  the  street •   Cdae  of  the  girls  yelled,  *'lt*s  us»*^"^ 

1$^  opened  the  door  and  the  siaoke  and  gas  was  coming  in.  fhe 
door  was  locked  downstairs.  'S!he   ausieians  broke  dovm  the  door 
downstairs  and  got  out  through  the  roof.  Sosae  of  the  girls  went 
downstairs • 
q  What  stairs?  A.  Froa  the  dressing?  room  on  Piedmont  Street. 

q  Where  does  it  lead?  A*  Piedxiiont  Street.  The  only  way  I  knew 
I  was  out  was  by  feeling  the  cool  air.  Ihree  of  the  girls  were 

trapped  in  the  dressing  room,  ©ley  were  afraid  to  coiae  down. 

They  got  out  through  the  window*  X  went  over  to  the  Statler, 

and  that^s  all  I  know* 
q  Had  you  performed  that  evening?  A*  We  had  done  one  sho\.v.  It 

iims  tine  for  our  second  show. 
q  How  iB&ny  shows  an  evening?  A.  Two. 
q  vVhat  time  do  you  go  on?  A*  10:15*  We  were  late  for  the  show 

end  Mickey  Alpert  was  holding  up  the  show, 
q  lyhat  caused  you  to  be  late  for  the  show?  A*  A  few  of  the  girls 

were  playing  cards  and  they  wanted  to  finish  the  game  and  we  did 

not  realize  what  time  it  was* 
q  Had  you  been  down  to  the  Melody  Lounge  that  evening  at  any  time? 
A  Yes,  I  did.  When  I  came  in  the  club  at  7:00  o'clock  I  v/ent  in 

througJi  the  Melody  Lounge  up  to  the  dressing  room.  I  went  througl. 

there  at  about  10:00  o'clock  too. 
q  On  two  occasions?  A.  Tes. 

q  Was  it  crowded  that  night?  A*  Vir%  had  quite  a  crowd* 
q  At  7:00  o'clock,  would  you  say  all  the  seats  and  chairs  were 

taleen?  A*  Hot  at  that  time, 
q  Tou  returned  later  about  10:00  o'clock?  A*  Tes. 
q  How  did  you  fix  the  time  at  10:00  o'clock? 
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A   I  was  going  up  to  do  the  show.  ^fx^ 

<i   How  long  did  you  remain  in  the  Melody  Lcmnge?  A.  I  v/ent  right 

through. 
%      Talk  with  anybody?  A#  No. 

Q   How  many  people  in  the  Melody  Lounge  at  10:00  o'clock? 
A   I  don't  remeiaber.  I  was  in  quite  a  hurry*  They  were  standing 

up  at  the  bar  and  all  the  seats  were  taken* 
%      Did  you  have  any  conversation?  A*  Ho* 
Q   Recognize  any  persons?  A*  No*  I  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  on  with 

the  show* 
Q   Did  you  observe  any  fire  extinguishers  or  sand  pails?  A.  No, 

I  don't  remeiaber* 
Q   Was  it  crowded  upstairs?  A.  Yes* 
%      Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  tables  were  occupied?  A.  Tes, 

they  were  turning  people  away* 
Q   How  do  you  know?  A*  I  could  not  get  through,  that's  why  I 

went  through  the  Melody  Lounge* 
Q   VVhich  entrance?  A*  The  front  door,  the  revolving  door* 
Q   Where  is  that  entrance?  A*  On  Broadway* 
Q   ©lat  would  take  you  where?  A*  Upstairs*  I  had  to  go  through 

the  kitchen, 
Q   Would  your  entrance  be  from  Shawaut  Street?  A.  I  don't  know 

how  the  streets  are* 
Q   Did  you  recognize  anybody  in  there  that  night?  A.  You  mean 

customers? 
Q   Yes*  A*  ?/ell,  I  went  out  between  shows,  and  I  did 

not  stop* 
Q   You  were  in  the  dressing  room  at  the  tiiae  of  the  fire?  A.  Yes* 
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Q  What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire?  A.  Engines • 

Q  Do  you  icnow  what  started  the  fire?  A*  No. 

Q  Did  you  make  any  inquiries  as  to  the  start  of  the  f ir#? 

X    No  one  seemed  to  loiow. 

Q  Did  aaybody  tell  you  what  caused  it?  A,  Ho. 

Qi    Bid  you  inquire?  A.  Yes. 

Q  Have  you  been  able  to  determine  up  to  the  present  time,  what 

the  cause  of  the  fire  was?  A*     Just  fron  the  papers. 
Q  Do  j'-ou  know  who  pulled  the  alarm?  A.  Ho* 
Q  Bid  anyone  approach  you  to  glire  infoisaation  as  to  the  cause  of 

the  fire?  A.  No. 
Q  Have  you  any  infonoation  that  would  be  of  help  to  the  Police 

Department?   A*  No.  I  don*t  stay  aro\md  the  club  when  I 

don*t  have  to  • 
'^  Did  you  ever  hear  any  discussion  from  any  source  v4.th  reference 

to  the  fabrics  or  draperies  being  fireproofed?  A.  No. 

^  Was  there  any  talk  about  exits  or  fire  escapes  or  facilities 
for  leaving  the  building  in  an  emergency?  A.  No,  they  never 
told  us  anything  about  that. 

Q  Have  you  ever  received  any  instructions  about  a  fire  drill? 

A  Ho. 

Q  Do  you  know  of  any  members  of  the  Coooanut  Grove,  whether  or  not 
they  are  in  the  chorus  or  eiaployed  in  any  capacity,  that  could 
assist  the  Police  Department  in  determining  the  cause  of  the  f irel 

A  Well,  I  keep  in  touch  vdth  the  girls.  They  donH  know  much  more 
thaJi  I  do  about  the  fire.  I  know  the  waiters  but  not  by  names. 

Q  Do  you  know  Stanley  Tociasaewski?  A.  Yes. 

q  Did  you  see  him  there  that  night  of  the  fire?  A.  No,  I  did  not 

see  him. 
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Q,     'Mien  was  the  last  time  you  talked  with  Stanley  Tcsaaszewski? 

A  I  think  it  was  between  shows.  I  juot  knew  him  to  say  hello  to. 

Hot  very  well. 
Q,  Have  you  talked  with  him  as  to  how  the  fire  started?  A*  TJo. 
Q  Has  anyone  expressed  an  opinion »  or  was  any  information  given 

you  as  to  how  the  fire  started?  A*  Vfell,  soroe  people  say  it 

was  the  bus  boy*s  fault  and  others  say  it  must  have  been  gas. 
Q,    ^That's  an  opinion?  A*  Yes* 
Q,    They  did  not  express  any  facts  that  they  had  any  actual  knowledge 

of?   A*  No. 
Q  How  many  exits  were  there  from  the  Melody  Lounge?  A.  The  way 

through  the  kitchen  and  the  stairway  up  to  the  dining  room. 
q.    Any  other?  A.  I  think  that's  all. 
Q  Any  windows?  A.  I  didn't  notice  them. 
-Q  Eave  you  observed  any  signs  marked  ♦^etitit"  in  the  Melody  Lounge? 

A  I  never  noticed. 

Q  Did  you  ever  hear  any  discussion  from  any  soure©  with  reference 

to  palm  trees,  decorations  and  fabrics  on  the  ceiling  being 

fireproof ed?  A.  No. 
Q,    Did  you  hear  anybody  discuss  that  they  have  been  sprayed  tfith 

fireproof  solution?  a.  No» 
^  Have  you  any  information  that  will  prove  of  value  to  assist  the 

Boston  Police  Departiaent  in  this  case?  A.  Ho.  The   only  thing 

I  ever  did  was  that  I  worked  there. 
Q  ^o  pa  d  you?  A.  ^aek  Goldfein  or  Barney  Welansld.. 
q,    In  check  or  cash?  A.  Cash. 

Q,    l^lio  would  pay  you  in  cash?  A.  «rack  Groldfein. 
Q  Is  he  the  manager?  A.  Yes. 
Q  Bo  you  knot?  if  the  other  girls  were  paid  in  cash?  A.  Yes,  all 
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Q  ^en  was  pay  day?  A.  Saturday  night  after  the  last  show* 
Q  Did  Hose  Gneeco  ever  pay  you?  A.  No. 
Q  Did  you  aver  receive  a  eheclc  at  any  tiiae?  A.  Ho, 
Q  l^ere  is  the  dressing  room  located  with  reference  to  the  Melody 

Lounge?  A.  That  would  be  on  the  third  floor  f roia  the  Melody 

Lounge* 

Q  What  is  on  the  third  floor?  A*  Dressing  rocaa  for  chorus  girls. 
Q  ^saiat  other  rooias?  A.  •Ihere  was  a  boy»s  dressing  room  and  anotheif 

floor  where  there  was  a  place  for  the  waiters  to  dress.  That^s 

about  all.  I  never  went  upstairs, 
q  Was  there  any  performance  at  the  ti^  of  the  fire?  A.  Jlo,  the 

band  v/as  playing. 
Q  Were  they  dancing  at  the  tine?  A.  They  smst  have  been. 
-4  You  don*t  kno'v?  A.  Ho. 

Q  Have  you  talked  since  the  fire  with  laclcey  Alpert  or  Billy  Paine? 
A  Ho. 

Q  Have  you  talked  with  ani*-  persons  or  officials  connected  with  the 

-  Cocoanut  Grove  since  the  fire?  A.  Ho» 

i  Did  you  receive  any  injuries  as  a  result  of  the  fire?  A.  Ho* 

Q  Did  you  receive  any  medical  treatment  by  any  doctor?  A.  Ho. 
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Deeesiiber  10 ,  1942  ^^  ' 
Station  Four,  Vfarren  Ave 
ICreponltslsyt  Stenograplie 

Statooent  of  IgLTm  X»  >\LPEHT 

Q  (By  Captain  iToim  F.  McCarthy)  l^at  is  yoiir  nama? 

A  mitcm  !•  Alpert 

(^  V^lare  do  you  reside?  A»  29  Williston  Hoad,  Brookline,  llass* 

Q  ^liat  is  your  oocupationt  A»  Orchestra  leader  and  Master  of 
Ceremonies. 

Q  You  ift'ere  employed  in  that  capacity  on  the  night  of  Koveiaber  28, 
1942?  A.  Tes. 

Q  You  Y/ere  eiaployed  by  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  Piedmont  Street  on 
that  evening?  A*  Yes* 

Q  You  were  there  at  the  tixa©  of  the  fire?  A»  Yes* 

Q  V^en  did  you  first  learn  that  there  was  a  fire? 

A  1  was  sitting  at  a  table  with  Billy  Payne*  Somebody  in  the 
Buok  Jones  party  called  sie  up  to  the  back  terrace* 

Q  T^at  was  the  name  of  this  person?  A*  I  don*t  remember  exactly* 
iSOBMibody  said  **eome  up  and  introduce  Buck  Jones***  I  used  to 
introduce  them  by  name*  As  I  was  going  up  there,  I  heard  a 
crash  and  Billy  Payne  said  "Mickey,  fight *••  I  thought  it  was 
a  fl^t.  As  I  tuimed  around,  I  saw  a  flash  of  smoke  and  every* 
body  yelled  "fire.''  I  put  ay  arms  up  and  said  "wait  a  minute, 
folks*"  X  was  right  near  the  kitchen*  The  next  thing  I  knew 
I  was  downstairs  in  the  kitchen  with  a  lot  of  people* 

Q  Do  you  know  where  the  fire  started  from?  A.  Ko,  the  on/y  place  I 
saw  fire  was  in  the  lobby*  I  saw  a  flash  of  smoke  and  flame  in 
the  lobby* 
Q  Can  you  fix  the  time? 
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q   Pretty  close  because  tlie  girls  were  late  for  the  show*  I  wa^T'S 
on  tlie  radio  at  11:15#  The  fire  was  prett;r  close  J©  10:18  or 
10:19«  Minutes  counted  then  since  we  were  going  on  the  radio 
at  11:15. 

q   You  t&lioed  with  Billy  Payne*  He  is  a  singer  at  the  Cocoanut 
Grove?  A»  Yes. 

Q.   In  talking  with  hia,  isrhat  part  of  the  room  were  you  in? 

A   I  was  sitting  right  on  the  dance  floor  at  a  vacant  table* 
Q   How  oany  chairs  were  there  at  that  table?  A.  I  think  four* 

I  dcm*t  reaejaber  exactly.  Two  or  four* 
Q   Anyone  else  other  than  Payne  sitting  with  you  at  that  table? 

A   NO* 

(i   Did  you  observe  any  other  tables  and  chairs  that  were  \moccupied^ 

A   I  don*t  reaieiaber.  'fhere  laay  have  been  one  or  two  unoccupied* 

Q   You  have  been  employed  there  for  how  long?  A.  Three  and  one  hal^f 

years,  or  close  to  that* 
(I      Can  you  give  me  yoiir  opinion  with  reference  to  the  attendance 
there  on  the  night  of  Hovejoiber  28,  1942,  in  comparison  to 
previous  Saturday  nights?   A*  It  ?ias  a  good  crowd,  but  no 
bigger  than  on  xaost  Saturday  nights*  I  have  seen  bigger  crowds 
in  there* 
Q,      You  say  that  you  were  seated  at  a  table*  ^s  this  table  still 
open  for  guests?  A.  People  had  just  left  it,  because  the  table 
cloth  was  disheveled.  I'/e  sat  dov/n  because  we  were  tired.  The 
fire  started  two  or  three  minutes  later. 
Q   The  crowd  was  the  usual  crowd?  A*  It  was  a  big  crowd,  but  we 
have  had  as  big  and  bigger  crowds  than  that* 
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Q   Do  you  know  from  your  observations  whether  the  sane  amount  of 
tables  and  chairs  were  in  there  as  on  previous  occasions,  or 
were  there  additions?  A.  I  don't  iaiow,  that  wasn't  ay  business!* 

q   You  stated  that  you  have  seen  larger  crowds  there.  From  your 
observations,  would  you  say  that  the  Coooanut  Grove  that  night 
was  congested  beyond  its  capacity?  A.  I  don't  think  so. 
In  view  of  the  tiiae  I  have  been  there,  and  the  crowds  I  have 
seen,  I  don't  know  how  to  answer  that* 

Q   You  as  orchestra  leader  at  the  Coeoanut  Grove  would  be  in  a 
position  to  observe  the  extent  of  the  seating  capacity  during 
the  various  Jiights  that  you  were  there.  Having  that  in  mind, 
I  feel  you  are  in  a  position  to  tell  about  the  seating  capacity 
on  that  night*  A.  Well,  I  say  there  was  a  big  crowd,  but  I 
have  seen  bigger  crowds  at  the  Coeoanut  Grove* 

Q   Is  it  to  your  knowledge  that  guests  come  into  the  Coeoanut  Grove 
are  seated  at  a  table  and  then  leave  the  table  and  go  do\.vn  into 
the  Melody  Lounge?  A.  Yes,  I  think  people  would  leave  their 
tables  and  go  to  the  Melody  Loimge  but  retain  their  tables* 
OSien  I  know  people  go  down  to  listen  to  entertainment  in  the 
Melody  Lounge  and  then  come  up  and  see  our  show. 

Q   !aiat  happens  night  after  ni^t?  A*  I  have  no  proof  of  that, 

but  I  believe  it.  I  have  seen  one  or  two  cases  of  that  nature, 

once  in  a  while* 
Q   Could  you  give  cie  your  estijaation  as  to  the  number  of  persons 

in  the  Coeoanut  Grove  that  night?  A*  I  could  not  give  that 

information  now* 
^   Were  you  familiar  with  the  interior  decorations,  draperies  and 

palm  trees?  A.  I  knew  they  had  palm  trees. 
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Q  Wfere  you  familiar  with  the  spraj'-ing  of  the  trees  aad  the  fire- 
proofing?  A.  Nothing  about  that.  Tii&t   wasn't  my  business. 

Q  'Chere  were  two  entrances.  Piedmont  Street  and  Broadway?  A.  Yes* 

tl    1?iere  there  any  additional  entrances  or  exits  other  than  those? 

A  I  don't  know.  Having  been  there  so  long  and  not  having  had  a 
fire,  I  could  not  remember*  I  thought  there  jaight  have  been  an 
exit  on  ^a^«mut  Street  on  the  other  side  of  the  room*  I  don*t 
know  about  that  now. 

Q  That  Shan^mt  Street  entrance  was  xised  to  take  in  nerohandize 
and  the  help  would  enter  that  way.  Was  it  ever  used  by  guests? 

A  No. 

Q  Do  you  know  what  caused  the  fire?  A.  I  have  no  idea. 
^,Q  How  long  after  your  att^tion  w^s  called  to  the  fire  were  the 
lights  extinguished?  A.  Two  minutes.  That's  what  it  seemed 
like  to  as.  Maybe  x&orSy  three  minutes.  X  really  can't 
approximate  that. 

Q  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  what  caused  the  lights  to  go  out? 

A  Ho,  I  cant  understand.  Billy  Payne  called  ay  attention  to  the 
fire  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the  room.  I  got  up  fm   the  left 
hand  side  of  the  room  and  tl^re  was  saaoke  and  flames  coming 
through  the  doors  and  hitting  us  (m   the  left  hand  side  cxf  the 
room.  The  exact  opposite  of  the  rooa.  1  oanH  understand  that* 

Q  In  your  opinion,  did  the  fire  spread  very  rapidly?  A.  It  spread 
like  a  shot.  "Zing.**  By  that  tiae  it  weus  upstairs  running  the 
length  of  the  room  and  there  was  smoke  on  the  other  side  of  the 

q.    Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  what  caused  that  to  spread?  A.  It 
has  been  making  me  crazy. 
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'"%      Tou  are  faialliar  with  the  surroundings  in  the  Ualoaj   Lounge? 

A   I  very  seldC3sa  went  to  the  Melody  Loun<e, 

Q   W^ero  there  any  exhausts  to  circulate  the  air? 

A   I  don*t  know  anything  about  the  rocaa. 

Q   Were  you  familiar  with  the  fabric  in  the  ceiling  of  the  Melody 
Lounge?  A.  ITo.  l^   business  was  in.  the  big  rooia.  I  had  nothinjg 
to  do  in  the  Kew  Lwing©  or  the  Melody  Lounge,  Ify  band  played 
ax2d  I  presented  the  entertainiiient  in  the  big  room* 

(^   At  the  time  the  fire  started,  you  had  en  intermission? 

A   We  were  waiting  for  Billy  Payne  to  sing  the  National  Anthem. 

%   You  would  aoconpany  him?  A*  I  wuld  stand  at  his  side  and 
&3k   tii#  crowd  to  join  Payne  in  singing  the  Kational  Anthem. 

Q   Have  you  any  facts  or  information  that  would  be  of  value  to 
the  Boston  Police  Department  in  determining  the  cause  of  this 
fire?  A.  The  only  fact  or  thing  on  lay  mind  is  what  I  told 
you  about  how  amazing  it  is  to  me  that  the  smoke  got  over  in 
the  extreme  left  hand  side  of  the  room,  I  can't  understand 
that* 

Q   Do  you  know  from  your  observations  whetfier  or  not  there  were 

fire  extinguishers  or  pails  of  sand?  A*  I  have  seen  fire 

extinguishers  around  the  lobby* 
<i   How  many?  A.  I  don^t  icnow.  I  was  in  there  for  three  and  one 

half  years  and  never  having  had  a  fir©  or  any  trouble  going  on 

liice  that,  it  never  occurred  to  me  to  remember  many  of  those 

things, 
q  On  that  evening  of  November  28,  1942,  do  you  know  whether  or  not 

there  wore  people  waiting  for  seats  or  tables?  A.  There  w«re. 

I  donU  go  near  the  entrance  very  often,  but  the  couple  of  times 


ia9 


( 


GJ^ 


MB^-a  •  '^^^^  tiieqifrJo 


y!ktm^ 


4*^    ^■ 


6 


■fotd 


I  did  go  th&re,   I  saw  people  waiting  for  tables*        282 
Q   The  gtiests  wo'ild  wait  in  the  lobby?  A.  Definitely,  until 
soEiebody  left. 
'"%      Yrliose  duty  would  it  be  to  detei^ne  whether  or  not  there  were 

any  vacant  seats'?  A*  fhe  head  waiter,  FranJc  Balzarini,  now 

deceased. 
Q,   Was  there  any  rope  behind  which  the  customers  would  stay? 
A   Yes. 
Ql      V.I10  htid  charge  of  that  rope?  A.  Balzarini  and  his  assistants. 

One  of  them  was  Charles  Mitchell  of  2  Mercer  Street,  South 

Boston* 
Q   Do  you  know  the  naiao  of  the  other  assistant?  A.  No. 
Q   By  which  exit  did  you  leave  the  Oocoanut  Grove?  A*  I  did  not 

leave  by  an  exit*  I  smashed  a  window  in  the  little  room  with 

two  bars.  I  pushed  people  throuch  the  bars  until  I  coald  not 

see  any  more  people.  I  put  nsy  feet  through  the  bars  and  got 

through  the  window  leading  to  Shawiaut  Street* 
Q   Can  you  give  the  dimensions  of  the  window?  A*  I  could  not 

give  the  dimensions  of  the  window.  It  seems  not  more  than 

eight  inches  and  it  seems  like  an  impossibility  to  get  through, 
Q   How  laany  people  did  you  push  out?  A*  Four  people.  The  next 

thing  I  Icnew,  I  was  in  a  hysteria  and  VJelsh  was  slapping  jay 

face  • 
Q   Vvliere  did  that  window  lead  to?  A*  Shawmut  Street* 

q   How  high  was  it?  A.  Six  feet* 


(Richard  T.  Sullivan,  Stenographer) 
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Police  Headquarters, 
Wov ember  29,    1942. 

Statement  of   ^QEli  J,   HI3^:.0. 

^       (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)      I  am  Lieutenant  DiSissosa  of   the  Homi- 
cide Squad.      V.'hat  is  your  full  name? 

A       John  .Joseph  Rizzo. 

q       ^Vhere  do  you  live?  A.     1099  North  Shore  Road, 

Revere. 

q       How  old  are  you?  A,     Twenty-two. 

q       Are  you  married?  A.     No. 

Q       llhat  is  your  occupation?  A.     Waiter. 

Q       Are  you   employed?  A.     Yes. 

Q       By  whom  are  you  employed?  A.      Barney   ..elansky. 

Q       As   a  waiter  there?  A*     Yes. 

q       V/ere  you   employed  there  last  night?     5  A.     Yes. 

q       Last  night  was  Saturday?  a*     Yes. 

q       Vfhat   time  did  you  go  to  work?         A.      At  four  o'clock.      I  had  to 
he  in  at  4:00  P.M. 

q       Tou  were  there   at  10:00   P.M.  A.     Yes. 

q      You  were  there  at  10:30  P.M.  A.     Yes. 

q      You  were   there  vdien   the   fire  started?  A.     That's  right. 

q       In  v^ich  part  of  the  building  were  you  when  the  fire  started? 

A       In  the  main  dining  room. 

q       That's  on   the    street  floor?  A.      That's   rl^ht. 

q       Yihat  part  of  the   room  were  you?     A.     ^  station  was   just   out- 
side of  the  head  waiter's  desk. 

q       On  the   left   as  you  come-  in  from  Piedmont  Street? 

A       As  you  go  in  the  entrance   it  is   on  the  ri{?ht  hand  side  and 
that's  where  I  was. 

q       ;7hat  first  attracted  your  attention  to  this  fire? 

A       I  saw  a  crowd  at  the  revolving  door. 
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Q   On  Piedmont  Street?  A.   I  saw  a  crowd  there  and  I 

thought  it  was  a  fight  and  I  heard  somebody  hollering,  "Oet 
the  cops,  it  is  a  jam,"  and  when  I  looked  I  saw  flaraes  coming 
up  from  the  cocktail  lounge.  At  first  I  saw  everybody  running 
and  I  ran  across  the  dance  floor  to  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
dining  room  and  v/hen  I  got  there  there  v/as,--  Going  out  the 
door  you  have  to  make  a  left  hand  turn  to  go  out  the  door. 
Well,  as  I  got  there  the  limits  went  out  and  the  smoke  started 
getting  me  and  I  started  to  drop.  This  stairway  leading  down 
to  the  kitchen  from  that  door  to  make  that  turn  you  have  to 
cross  that  stairway  and  I  got  pushed  and  I  went  head  first  dowa 
that  stairway. 

Q   How  did  you  get  out  of  the  building?       A.   I  went  dov/n  in 
the  kitchen  and  I  saw  a  window  over  the  service  bar  and  I  got 
out. 

Q   Did  you  get  out  alone?  A.   I  got  out  with  a  busboy  and 

we  took  as  many  people  as  we  could. 

Q,       fihen   did  you  first  notice  this  fire?       A.  Like  I  tell  you. 

Q   What  part  of  the  building?       A.   It  was  coming  up  the 
staircase  of  the  lounge,  up  those  stairs. 

Q   Did  you  see  flames?  A,  Yes. 

Q   Did  you  see  any  part  of  the  wood  burning?   A.  No. 

Q   Did  you  see  any  object  burning?  A.  All  I  saw  was  this  red. 

Q   Do  you  know  how  the  fire  started?  A.  Ho,  I  don't. 

Q,   Do  you  know  what  caused  that  fire?         A.  No,  I  can't  say. 

Q,       Has  anybody  told  you?  A.  Like  a  match  was  lit  and 

hit  the  palm  trees. 

Q   You  mean  a  match  was  lit  by  somebody  and  it  hit  a  palm  tree? 

A   I  don't  know.   They  were  all  tal'-lng.   They  v/ere  lighting  a 
match  and  the  palm  got  on  fire  and  that's  the  way  I  heard  it. 
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Police  Headquarters pQtt 
Hovomfeer   30,   194?.,    ^^^ 

Statement   or  LT>    JOmi  H.   S^mFT, 

Q       (By  Lieutenant  DlSessa)      what  is  your  full  name? 

A       John  M.   Senft,  j 

Q       5aiat  is  your  home  address?  A.     1343  Touhy  Avenue,   Chicago. 

I 
Q      You  are  a  member  of   the  United  States  Navy?  I 

A       yes,   that's   correct,  Naval  Reserve. 

Q       I'jhat  is  your  rank?  A.     Lieutenant  Junior  Grade. 

Q       ^jhere  are  you  assigned?  A.     M.I.T,   aeronautical   engine^ 

ing. 
q,       '^ere  is   that  located?  A.     Memorial  Drive,   Cambridge. 

Ci       Are  you  married?  A.     Yes,   I  am. 

c       How  old  are  you?  A.     Twenty- nine. 

k       Did  you  go  to  the   Coooamit  Grove  last  Saturday  ni^t? 
A       Yes,   I  did. 

Q       Do  you  recall  wla^t  time  you  v/ent  there? 
A       Yes,   we  got  at   the  Cocoanut   Grove  about   quarter  of  ten. 
c<       You  went  there  with  other  persons? 
A       I  went  with  two  fellow  officers. 

Q       Were  those  two  fellow  officers  in  there  with  you? 
A       Yes,    they  were. 
Q       Do  you  recall  in  which  part  of  the  building  you  located,   by  thatj 

I  mean  ^ere  do  you  sit?  A.     We  sat   in  the  new  cocktail 

lounge, 
Q       vihere  is  that  in  reference  to  the  riain  dining  room? 
A       That's  towards   the  Broadway  Street  side   in  back, 
Q       Is  that  near  the  bar?  A.     Well,   there  is   a  bar  in 

the   cocktail  lounge   and  we  were  rifdit  near  the  bar. 
Q       Th&t's   the  only  bar   in  the  cocktail  lounge?  A.     Yes. 

Q       Is  that  the  only  bar?  A.     There  is   a  bar  in  the  main 

dining  rooia,   the   dine  and  dance  place,    the   long  bar  they  have  in 
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there • 

Shortly  after  ten  o'clock  did  sojaething  attract  your   attentioa? 
A       V^ell,   yes,   there  is  a  form  of   entertainment  going  on  in  the 

cocktail  lounge,   piano  player  and  Maxine  Coleman  v;as  singing. 
Q       Did- something  unusual  attract  your  attention? 
A       Well,  yes.    Just  the  start  of  the   fire  in  the  far  corner  of  the 

cocktail  lounge, 
Q       v.liat  first  attracted  your  attention  to   the   fire? 

A       First  there  was  sort  of  a  lauffled  sound  and  a  hiss  and  v/e  thought 

i 

they  were  some  motors.  j 

I 
^       You  mean  sound  of  voices?        A.  Ho,  rushing  water.   It     | 

i 
I 

sounded  like  a  pressure  discharge.  | 

Q   ^at  did  it  appear  to  he?       A»  I  had  no  idea,  hut  I      I 

iaimediately  saw  the  piano  player  grab  the**mike"  and  I  knew  therd 

was  some  type  of  emergency.  I 

q   Did  he  make  any  remarks?        iU  He  said,  "lOverybody  keep 

quiet."  That  was  his  last  remark  and  flames  shot  up  so  terifficf- 

i 
I 

ly  fast  he  became  panic  stricken  and  realizing  something  serioui^ 

i 

was  happening, —  I 

Q       Did  you  see  the   flames?  A.     Yes,   I  certainly  did. 

Q       Did  you  notice  in  ^ich  part   the   flaaes  were? 

A       I  knew  exactly  the  place.      I  was  just  opposite   the  passageway. 

I  vms  on  the  Broadwaj^-   side   and   they   started  in  the  passagev/ay 

leading  to  the  main  part  of    the  Cocoa  nut  Grove. 
Q       Can  you  tell  me  in  v^hich  part  of   the   room  they  started? 
A       They  started  at  the  floor  and  shot  right  up  the  the  ceiling 

immediately. 
Q       Did  you  observe  an  imitation  palm  tree? 

A       No,   there  wasn't  any  decorations   in  that  particular  corner. 
Q       Did  you  see  a  palm  tree?      5  A,     No,    I  don't  recall  any 

palm  trees. 
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Q       Did  you   see  any  object  burning?     I  riean  a  movsable  object^ 

A       No,    I  saw  no  moveable  object  at  all. 

Q       Were  the  flames  on  the  wooden  floor? 

A       I  had  to  stand  up  to  see  v^^at  v/as  going  on  and  bn  the   time  I 
saw  it  was  well  up  alon^  the  wall. 

Q,       ^*^at  was   the  extent  of   the  flaiaee,   large  or  sraall? 

A       There  v/as  a  flaae.      It  was  considerable,   but  it  had  a  small 
start  and  it  wasn't  very  v^ide  at  all. 

Q       After  you  observed  tiiese  flames   fiid  you  leevc  the  building? 

A       No,    I  did  not.      I  was  going  to  be  very  heroic  about  the  thing, 
and  we  thought  we  were  going  to  be   able  to  get   the  crowd  out 
orderly.      V/ell,   we  began  to  circulate   around  and  told  them  to 
keep  order  until  w©  saw  the   flames  gaining  such  tremendous 
headway. 

Q      Mow  did  you  get  out  of  the  building?  A.      We  happened  to 

b©  right  against  the  wall  and  the   door  was  down  in  the  far 
corner  and  all  v/e  had  to  do  was  to  travel  along  that  wall  and 
we  avoided  tables   in  doing  so.      We  avoided  the  laain  crowd  push* 
ing  diagonally  from  the   cocktail  loi|nge  and  we  had  all  the   free 
room  in  the   room  except  we  were  caught  in  a  considerable  number 
of  people. 

Q       Do  you  renieaber  which  side  of   the   building  you  left? 

A      Yes,   we  left   the  Broadway  Street  side.     There  is   a  little  narrow 
door  there. 

'4       Did  your  party  leave  by  the  ssaae   door? 

A       Yes,  vrfe  all   stuck  closely  together. 

Q       'v^ile  you  were  in  there  you  observed  patrons,   and  will  you  tell 
us  the  kind  of  people   they  were?  A.      All  the  people  seemed  of 
at  least  the  medium  class. 

Q       I  mean  their  character?  a*     They  seemed  to  be  high 

character.      I  jaade  that  comment  to  my  friends. 
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q       Aad  you  made  a  casual  observation  of  the  x^oople  there? 

A       Yes,   there  were  ofricars,   officers  with  their  wi:^es  and  girl 

friends,   all  very  lovely  people. 
Q      Up  to  the  tiine   this   fire  started  all  the  persons  were  orderly? 
A       There  wasn't   anyone  under  the  influence  uf  liquor  except  two 

men   that  came  from  the  Holy  Gross  gaiae.      'HhQj  v/ere  wearing  arm 

bands. 
Q       Do  you  know  from  your  own  knowledge  hov;  this  fire  started? 
A       No,   nor  did  I  discuss  it  v/ith   anyone, 
q       Do  you  know  the  cause  of  the   fire? 
A       No,    I  don*t,    except  what  I  read. 
Q       Is  there  anything  else.   Lieutenant,  you  haven't  told  me  that 

you  can  remember?     I  don't  recall  v/hether   I  asked  you  the   exact 

tirie.  A.      Wte  checked  our  v/atches.      It  was  sociev/here  around    | 

I 

twenty  minutes   of   eleven.  | 

q       You  don't  know  anything  about  persons  left   in  there  or  what 

their  actions  were?  A.     Mow  did  they  act  when  theiij 

I 
attention  was  attracted  by  the  fire?  ! 

Q,      Yes*  A.     ii^7erybody  jumped  up  and  some  people  ran  to  the         | 

i 

exit  and  got  out  very  well.   Other  people  tried  to  be  very     | 

orderly.   The  thing  that  obstructed  then  tables  fell.  There  \ 

\ 

wasn't  any  push  at  first.      It  was  toq  bad  the   flame  front  j 

travelled  so  fast. 

q       Did  you  observe   the  speed  with  which   the  flajae  travelled? 

A       Yes ,    it  was   tremendous  even  before  we  got  any^^rhere  near  the 
door.     V/e  were  enveloped  in  smoke.      It  just  took  our  breath 
away,     we  got  down  to  the  floor  and  crawled.     Both  my  friends 
went     outside  and  they  got  hatchets  off  the   truck  and  broke  in 
the  glass.      They   shouted  into  the   people    and  they   did  get  one 
fellow  up  on  the  brick  v/all  and  they  couldn't  get  hiia  o-y&T  he 

was   too  heavy  and  the  flames   enveloped  him. 
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milieri  J.   Shananan,  Police  Headquarters,  ^'^^ 

Stenographer.)  December  1 ,  194S. 

Statement  of  BENJAIiHK  EL^fAIU 

q  (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)     What  is  your  full  imiiae? 

A  Benjamin  Elfman, 

q  vmere  do  you  live?  A,     54  Plolvrorthy  Street,  Hoxbury. 

q  Are  you  married?  A»     Yes, sir. 

q  What  is  your  occupation?  A.     I  ajn  an  electrician. 

q.  By  vfeoia  are  you  employed?  A.     Boston  Navy  Yard. 

q  As  an  electrician?  A.     Yes. 

Q.  Hov;  long  Have  you  been  employed  there?     A.     About  27  months. 

Q  Do  you  hold  an  electrician's  license?       A.     I  do. 

q  vmat  is  the  type  of  that  license?  A.     Journeyman's 

license. 

Q  Has   that  license  a  number?         A.     Yes, 

(License  #7134,   Coinm.   of  Massachusetts, 
Original '#EE1057,   Journeyman  Electrician.) 

q         Prior  to  your  employment  by  the  Navy  Yard  were  you  in  business 

for  yourself?  A.     1  \vas  working  for  the  Paragon  Park 

in  Kantasket. 

q    Were  you  ever  in  business  for  yourself?  A.   Oh,  yes, 

Q.    Did  you  have  a  place'  of  business?       A.  At  home. 

q.         Did  you  specialize  in  any  particular  v.'ork?  A.  Nothing  in  par- 
ticular. That  v/as  before  I  v/as  in  the  theatrical  business, 
motion  picture  operator  and  sta|^  electrician. 

q.        Are  you  familiar  with  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  Piedmont  Street? 

A    To  some  extent. 

q,        Have  you  been  there?  A.  The  last  time  1  vvas  there  prior  to 
last  Wednesday  v/as  about  three  years  ago,  or   a  little  less. 

Q,    You  were  there  last  V^ednesday?  A.  Yes, 

q,        What  was  the  purpose  of  going  there  last  Wednesday? 

A    This  tellm   that  was  doing  the  work  after  I  left  v.orkiiv;  the  re  ^ 
his  name  is  Kayiaond  Baer, 
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Q        Is  he  an  eleetrician?     A,     Yes,     He  started  to  vork  there  aftei 
I  got  tlirougii  woi^^ing  at  tbe   Grove,  about  three  years  ago,     I 
didn't  do  any  wo  He  after  that.     Then  I  came  into  the  Navy  Yard 
He  called  rne  up  and  told  me  there  was  going  to  be  an  additional 
job  there  over  the  new  lounge  on  Broad\/ay. 

<^         When  you  say  an  additional  job  t-here  you  rsean  in  the  Cocoanut 
Grove?  A,     Yes.     Ke  asked  me   if  I  would  come  dOftrn  aM  take 

the  job.     So  I  asked  him  \\hy  he  v/anted  me  all  of  a  sudden,  and 
he  said  they  decided  they  \;oiU.d  like  to  have  rue  do^m,   and  I 
came  doim  and  looked  at  the   job  and  told  him,   "I  am  not  going 
to  do   any  v;ork  there  until  I  get  in  toucii  vdth  the  inspector." 

Q         You  mean  you  made  an  inspection  of  the  job  at  the  Cocoanut 
Grove?  A,     Yes. 

Q,        When  was  that?  A.     Last  V*ednesday, 

Q,         What  time  of  day  v/as  it?     A,     It  must  have  been  half  past  fbur, 
after  I   got  through, 

Q         Who  did  you  see  there?     A.     I  didn't  see  aaybody  in  particular, 
just  the  carpenters  vvorking  there, 

Q         Did  you  see  anybody  there  that  referred  the   job  to  you?     A,     N^. 

Q         Hav  did  you  go  there  to  inspect  the  job  v/ithout  invitation? 

A        Well,   this  Raymond  Baer  had  the  job. 

Q,        '^'as  he  there?     A.     Oh,  yes,  I  went  dc^m  with  him. 

Q,         And  he   took  you  inside  the  Cocoanut  Grove?     A.     Yes. 

Q,        And  he  showed  you  certain  parts  of  the  building?     A,     The  iiew 
place  that  v/as  going  to  be  made  on  top  of  that  cocktail  lounge 
on  Broadv/ay, 

Q.         Did  you  make  an  inspection  of  the  place?     A.     I  looked  it   over, 

Q         \»hat  did  you  find?     A.     I   didn't  find  anything  there  except  th€^ 
carpenters  v/ere  working,   and  they  v/ere  ready  to  tell  me  v/hat 
kind  of  work  was  going  in  there,   like  receptacles, 

(^         Was  the  work  you  \^ere  going  to   do  new  v/ork?     A,      Oh,  yes,  all 
new  v/ork. 
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nev/  work. 


Q    Was  anything  said  to  you  at  any  time  about  defective  wiring? 

A    Yes. 

Q         Do  you  Icnov/  anything  about  defective  wiring  in  the  place? 

A         No.     Vihen  I  was  there  about  three  years  a|;o  all  that  wac  taken 
care  of  was  repair  v/ork. 

Q         Bid  you  do  any  work  there  last  Wednesday?     A.      Oh,   no* 

Q,         Did  you  do  any  kind  of  ifoik.  there  as  a  result   of  yotac  visit 
there  Wednesday?  A,     Nothing. 

Q         Did  you  agree  %o  do  any  woik  there?     A.     Providing  I  saw  the 
inspector  first  £ind  I   called  him  up  first. 

^         Who  is  the  inspector?     A.     Inspector  Frank  Kelly  of  the  Wire 
Division,  Fire  Department. 

Q         Did  you  talk  vdth  Ifr.  Kelly?     A.     I   did.     I  told  him  I  was  call 
ed  down  to  the  Grove  to  do  some  work,  new  work  over  the   cock- 
tail lounge  and  I  asked  him  to  ccsiie  down  to  go  over  the  place 
\^th  me,  and  he  told  me  he  vfas  full  of  work  on  aocoixnt  of  the 
holiday  and  he  v/ould  come  dcwn  there  the  filowing  vrrtk,  meaning 
this  week,  and  I   told  him  I  only  v/ant  to  co«^er  the  job  t^at  I 
am  supposed  to  do  with  my  license,   to  get  a  permit  out,  and  he 
said,   "That's  all  X  want  you  to  do  to  get  a  peirmit  and  I  will 
look  it  over."     I  didn't  say  another  work  to  him  from  then  on, 
except  I  v/ent  da//n  Saturday  and  the  owner,   Jimmy  VJelansky, 
wasn't  there. 

<i         Did  you  tell  the  inspector  v/hat  kind  df  v/ork  you  were  going  to 
do?  A,     Yes,   I  was  going  to  put  scsne  receptacles  and 

ceiling  outlets  there  over  the   cocktail  lounge. 

Q         That  is  in  the  nev^  part  of  the  building?     A.     Well,   it  is   an 
old  tenement  up   there  and  they  were  remodelling  to  make  the 
place  out  of  it. 

Q         Did  you  see  some  old  wire  there?     A.     I  saw  scxie  v/ire  in  the 
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cellar*  ^\3f(^ 

Q,        Were  they  old  wires?     A.     Stme  of  them  were  old  wires,  yes, 
Ct         Did  you  notice  anything  unusual  about    those  wires?     A.      No.     I 

noticed  some  new  wiring?  there.     Who  did  that  I  don't  know* 
Q         Did  you  see  anything  unusual  about  those  vdres?     A.      oh,  no. 
0,        Had  there  been  anyttiing  v/rong  or  defective  with  those  wires 

would   :^^u  have  noticed  it?     A.     I  diOiiH  look  close  enoughi     I 

v/as  only  interested  in  what  I  was  going  to  do. 
Q         As  a  result  of   the  talk  you  had  with  Mr.  Kelly  you  did  no  v/orlc 

there?  A.     I  did  no  v/ork,   that's  right.     The  reason  I   didn« 

do  any  work  was  I  didn't   take  a  peimit  out. 
^-  Did  you  hear  about  this  fire   that  occurred  there  last  Saturday 

night?  A.     I   certainly  did.     Incidentally,  I  v/as  supposed 

to  go  doiftrn  there  Saturday  night  to   see  about  a  perrait   for  that 

job. 

Q         Whojiirere  you  to  see  there?     A»     I  v/as  going  to   see  Jlimay 
Welansky.     I   didn't  want  to   start  without  the  penr.it. 

Q         Did  you  have  an  appointment  v/ith  him?     A.     Ho.     I  v/as  going 

ri^t   from  work  but  Saturday  v/e  v/ent  onto  twelve  hours.     I  was 
going  about  four  o'clock  but  we  were  put  on  the  twelve  hour 
shift  and  I   didn't  make  the  call  do^^^  there. 

Q         Did  you  discuss  this  affair  vlth  any  one?     A,     No. 

Q.         Did  any  one  inform  you  about  it?     A.     \;hen  I   oarne  to  work  Sun- 
day mornine  they  told  me  about  it. 

Q         V/ho  told  you  about  it?  A.     One  of  the  helpers  on  the  boat. 

Q         Did  he  give  you  his  opinion  of  the  affair?     A.     Ho, 

Q         Did  you  give  any  one  your  opinion  of  the  affair?     A.      No. 

this 
Q         Do  you  know^  hovv/fire  started?     A.     No. 

Q         Do  you  knoi^  the  cause  of  this  fire?     A.     I   don't,   except  wtiat 
I   read  in  the  paper. 

^         Do  you  knovf  of  any  woik  that  had  been  perfonsed  in  the   Cocoanut 
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A,     There  has  been  v/ork   done,   but  by  \vhom,  I   don't 
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A 
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(^         Do  you  knor/  the  nature  of  that  work?     a.     The  wiring  of  that 

new  lounge,    that's  all, 
Q         You  mean  the  new  addition?     A,      That's  right* 
Q         Was  it  all  new  work?     A*     That  I   couldn't  say. 
Q         Do  you  knovy  of  any  repair  work  that  had  been  done? 
A         I  don't,   because  I  haven't  been  in  there  for  three  years, 
^         Do  you  know  who  that  eleBtrician  was  that  performed  the  work  in 

the  new  lounge?  A.     No,   I  don't. 

Was  there  anything  v/rong  vdth  the  work  that  was  done  there? 

I  don't  know,  I   didn't  loiak  at  it. 

Do  you  know  for  what  reason  they  called  you  to   do  some  v/oiSc   if 

an  electrician  was  already  employed  there?     A,     No,   I  don't  kncji^ 

You  knew  that  electrician  that  v;as  ei^g^loyed  there  had  a  pemiit 

to  do  work?  A,     That  I  don't  know. 

But  you  knev/  there  was  an  electrician  employed  there? 

Oh,  yes. 

Do  you  know  of  any  reason  why  they  should  call  you  to  do   some 

wcjrk  there?         A.     No,  I   doii't  know,   only  I  did     work  for  them 

about  three  years  ago, 
(^         On  your  ovaa  statement  you  state  there  v/as  en   electricieoi  waking 

there?  A.     Yes, 

Q         Do  you  knav  of  any  reason  v/hy  he  eouldn*t  finish  the  work? 
A         That  work  I  was  going  to  do  v/asn't  started, 
q         There  was  an  electrician  employed  there  when  you  went   Ihere  to 

do  scxae  work  on  Viednesday?     A,     I  don't  know  if  there  was  at 

that  time,  but  tbere  must  have  been  one  w^hen  they  had  that  new 

lounge  wired  up, 
%        Do  you  knov/  of  any  reason  vixy  he  didnft  finish  the  v/ork  or 

wasn't  asked  to  finish  the  woik?     A.     No,   I  don't. 
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(i    Why  was  it  necessary  for  you  to  get  a  permit  to  do  work  there? 

A    That  was  additional  work,  a  new  job. 

^    Was  it  a  separate  job  rrom  the  job  that  had  already  been  done? 

A    Oh,  yes. 

Q         Was  it  connected  in  any  way  ^vith  the   job  that  had  been  done? 

A         Oh,  no,   it  was  different.     It  v/as  the  offices  that  v/ere  to  be 

built  upstairs. 
Q,        Vihere  does  Baer  live?     A.     I  think  in  Brighton. 
Q         Bo  you  know  the  street  and  number?     A.     Ho,  he  works  in  the 

Navy  Yard,  in  the  machine  shop. 
Q         What  are  his  hours  of  work?     A.     The  sane   thing,   seven  to  3:40. 
Q        Ylh^i  was  the  last  time  that  Baer  did  v/ork  for  the   Gocosjaut  GioMe? 
A         I  don't  knov/  how  far  back,   but  he  did  some  v/ork  ^nce  I   left 
there. 

(^         Is  that  vdthin  the  last  three  years?     A.      Oh,  yes, 
Ql         Did  he  do  any  v^rk  there  v;ithin  the  past  year,   if  you  knoi^/? 
A         I  really  don*t  knov7  because  I  kept  away  fi»om  them. 
Q         Is  Baer  an  electrician?         A.     Yes. 
Q,         Is  he  a  liceiised  electrician?     A.     I  don't  knov^, 
Q,        For  whom  did  lir*  Baer  work?     A.     For  the  Grove. 
^         Did  he  do  work  for  ?mj  concern  that  did  the  work  for  the  Grove? 
A         Ko. 

^         Did  he  do  the  v/ork  for  hiii^aelf?     A,     I  don't  knOf/,  I   suppose  so 
Q         You  don't  kno^/  \s^ether  or  not  he   is  licensed?     A,      I  don't.     I 

know  he  was  my  helper  when  I  was  there,  and  after  I  woat  to  Nan 

tasket  I   didn't  keep  in  touch  with  him  after  that  until  he   call 

ed  Be  the   other  day. 
^         If  he  didn't  have  a  license  at  the   tine  he  did  v/ork  there  he  v/a|s 

doing  it  contrary  to  the  law?     A.     That's  right. 
<i         Do  you  kncRy  v;ho  employed  him  there?     A.     I  coildn't  say. 
%         You  said  Baer  was  your  h^per?     A.     Yes. 
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Ci         Was  be  your  helper  v^^Uen  he  did  the    job  there,  the  last  job? 
A         Oh,  no,  no» 

Q         He  was  v/orking  independent  of  70U?     A.      That's  right.     I  wasliec, 
my  hands  off  the  place  three  years  ago. 

0 

Station  4, 

DeceEiber  1 ,1942, 

StateEBnt  of  SB?.(T?.A:^  JPMTK  BOPBfBACH.DiY.   4> 

Q         (By  Captain  McCarthy)     \7hat  is  yoiir  name? 

A         Frarac  Boiimbach. 

(^         Sergeant  attached  to  Division  4?         A.     Bight* 

Q         Day  or  night  sergeant?     A,     Night, 

(I        Row  long  have  you  been  attached  to  Division  4S 

A         Approximately  tv/o  years. 

C^         Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  enter  the  Cocoanut   Grove? 

A        I  have. 

Ci        Tor  ¥/hat  puipose  would  you  go  in  there?     A.     Purpose  of  inspec- 
tion. 

^         Vllmt  did  your  inspection  consist  of?     A.     Seeing  the    conditions 
of  their  licenses  vt?ere  lived  up  to. 

(^         Did  you  observe  enj  violations   of   the  law  on  your  inspections? 

A         I  did  not. 

%         Were  you  instructed  by  your  commanding  officer  to  make  infec- 
tion of  the  pr^iiises  of  Cocoanut  Grove?     A.     All  licenses  places. 

Q.         V/ould  you  subnit  reports  to  yoia*  coi53mand:'.ng  officers? 

A         If  violations  v;ere  found  w©  v/ere  to  submit  r^orts.     None  were 
found,  none  submitted* 

^         During  your  tour  of  inspection  of  the  prenises   of  the   Coccxinut 
Grove  did  you  ever  observe  any  violations  of  the  lau'? 

A         Ho. 

Q         Rof^  often  would  you  Kiake  your  inspection  of  the  preraises  of  the 
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Co^^'OaiiUt  Grove?     A.     That  Ib  not  x)iy  district.      I  &m  only  on  the 
district  one  night  a  week,     I   should  say  perh^s  once  in  three 
or  four  Yv'eeks  I  would  make  an  inspection* 

That  inspection  that  you  "would  make  would  that  he  on  your  first 
tour  of  duty  on  nights?  A»  I  work  first  half  every  night. 
So  you  don't  have  any  morning  duty  vmtch  to  persona?  A»  No. 
And  if  you  had  an  occasion  to  go  In  there  "v^uid  you  specify  any 
particular  time  of  the  night  that  you  \yould  go  there? 
We  have  no  particular  tine*  I  went  at  different  tines,  soi^e- 
where  between  the  hours  of  six  and  tv/elve  P.M« 
Bid  you  ever  have  an  occasion  to  go  in  there  on  an  inspection 
of  the  premises  on  the  iiiorning  ■v/atch?  A.  Not  that  I  recall. 
And  during  your  periods  of  inr>pection  you  never  at  any  time  ob- 
served anything  that  would  necessitate  your  making  a  report  to 
your  coinmanding  officer  tdth  reference  to  any  violations  there? 
No,  sir. 

-.^^-O 

Station  4, 

December  1,1942 

StateEient  of  SSHOSAHT  MICEAEJ.  M.  HB::rr5HKAH>Diit.4> 

(3y  Captain  McCarthy)     V^hat  is  your  full  name? 

Michael  M.  Heffernan. 

You  are  a  sergeant  attached  to  Division  4?     A.     Yes, sir. 

Ho^v  long  have  you  been  attached  to  Division  4?     A.      4  years. 

You  are  a  night  sergeant?     A.     Yes, sir. 

Have  you  ever  had  an  occasion  to  enter  the  Cocoanut   Grove? 

Yes, sir. 

Jot   what  purpose?    A.  Inspeetioti  of  the  premises. 

What  v/ould  your  inspection  consist  of?  A,  To  walk  arouad,  to 

mske  observations  for  any   violations,  etc.  i^ 

Did  you  ever  observe  any  violations  on  the  preiaises  of  their 
license?  A.  Ho, sir.  \ 
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Were  you  instructed  by  your  coniiaanding  officers  to  make  iS'sijec- 

tion  of  the  prenises?     A.     Yes, sir. 
And  were  you  to  submit  reports  of  your  inspection  of  the   Coooa- 
nut  Grove  to  your  comiafinding  officers?     A,     Yes,  sir.     If  there 
were  any  violations  observed  he  vranted  e  report  raade  of  the 
violation  to  hin. 
Did  you  at  any  time  during  your  tour  of  inspection  at  the   Cocoa- 
nut  Grove  ever  submit  a  report  to  your  coiamuriding  officers  of 
any  violations?    A,     No, sir. 

Eay  often  would  you  make  inspectioix  of  the   presses  of  the 
Coeosnut  Grove?     A.     Soiae  v/oeks  I  might  enter  there  twice  durir^ 
the  week,  possibly  like  on  a  Monday  night  or  8,  Friday  night* 
T!im   I  might  not  raake  an  inspection  again  because  cf   other  du- 
ties and  other  investigations  suiah  ao  V7e  previously  had  murders 
felonies  " ^ 

several/coiiiLiitted  on  this  division  where  we  v/orked  on  those 
orii]i85  rather  than  make  those  inspections,   and  it  may  go  along 
for  ten  to  twelve  days  before  I  would  nake  another  inspection. 
Because  of  other  iji^portant  police  natters  you  oouldn.'t  designat|e 
any  particular  time,  hour,   or  date  for  these  inspections? 
That's  r5^ht,   sir, 

Not/  v/ould  you  have  occasion  to  visit  the   Cocoanut  Grove   on  the 
moi-ninfc;  v^atch?     A,     No,sir,  ray  hours  are  on  the   first  half  eaoh 
liight. 

Would  you  ever  do  a  Momin^s  watch?     a,     Weil,  I  haven't  for  the 
past  tv/o  years. 

Previous  to  that  on  the  morning  v;atch  did  you  have  occasion  to 

&0  into  the  Cocojsnut  Grove  on  a  tour  of  inspection? 

Yes, sir. 

Lid  you  ever  observe  any  violations  thei^e? 
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Police  Headquarters 
Deceiaber   2,    1942 
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Statezaent  of  SIMm  KOG-^S. 


(By  Lieutenant  DiSsssa)      I  asii  Lieutenant  DiS^^ssa  and  this   is 

Captain  Hinchey.      I  v/ant  to  ask  you  a  few  questions  about   the 

fire;.     VSiat  is  your  full  name?       A.     Simon  Koges. 

v^here  do  you  Live?  A.     38  North  Bus  sell  Street  • 

Are  you  loarricd?  A.     No, sir • 

l^^at  is  your  occupation  outaide  of  "being  in  the  service? 

I  was  a  chauffeur. 

You   are  now  in  t2rie  United  States  Army?  A.     Yes, 

What  is  your  service  address?         A,     Fort  Dawes,  off  Deer  Islan< 

Vthat  is  your  rating  in  the  Army?  A.     Private  first  class. 

Are  you  married?  A.     Single. 

r/ore  you  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove  last  Saturday  night?       A.     Yes. 

At  what  time  did  you  arrive  there?  A.     I  arrived  there 

ahout  ten  minutes  past  nine. 

Did  you  go  there  alone?  A.      I  v/ent  with  a  friend  of 

mine. 


'mio  is   the  friend? 


A.      tTanes  Marchi. 


Did  Itorchi  go  in  the  Grove  with  you?  A.     Yes. 

V/as  he  burned?  A.     No,  his  brother  v/as  burned 

in  there. 

Did  Marchi  enter  the  place  vdth  you?  A.     Yes. 

Did  he  sit  dovm  with  you?  A.     Yes. 

Mhen  you  arrived  there  in  which  part  of  the  pla  ce   did  you 

locate?       A.      v?es   I  located? 


Yes 


A. 


A.  Yes. 


AS  you, — 
Ro,  you  entered  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 
By  v^iich  door  did  you  enter?     A.  By  the  main  door. 
Is  that  on  Piedmont  Street?      A.  Piedmont  street. 
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Q       '^en  you  entered  the   Cocoanut  Grove  you  v/ent  in  there  end  sat 

down  at   a  table?  A.     Yes, 

Q,       Which   room  did  you  go?  A.     If^in  dining  room. 

q       Did  you  sit  on  the   floor  of   the  main  dining  room? 
A       i4o,   sitting  near  the  d&nce  floor,    off  the    dance  floor, 
q       You  sat  there  with  your  friend?     A#     Yes,    James  Marchi, 
Q       Do  you  recall  what  occurred  there  shortly  after  10:00  P.M? 
A       I  reiueiaher  I  saw  a  lot  of  people  running  and   I  said  to  Joseph 

March i,   ''There  is  a  fight  going  on  there,"   and  we  happened  to 

stand  up. 
\^       sfVhere  did  you  see  the  people   running  fro®? 
A       They  were  running  from  near  the  bar, 

q       Do  you  mean  the  cocktail  bar?         A.     The  big  round  bar. 
(^       How  many  persons  would  you  say  you  saw  running  from  the  bar? 
A      Maybe  about  thirty  or   forty. 
^       At  that  time  was  the  fire   in  progress?  A.      I  didn't  notice 

the  fire  at  that  tiiae . 
Q       '^hat  did  you  notice  when  you  saw  these  persons   running? 
A       I  thought  it  ^as  a  fight   and  v^en  I  got  up  with  lay  friend  I  saw 

a  flame  shoot  up. 
Q       In  which  part  of   ttie  room  did  you  see  the  flanie? 
A       Hight   near  the  check  room. 

Q,       \7here  is   the  check  room  with  reference  to    where  you  v/erc  sitting? 

I 
A       Across. 

Q,  Across  the  room?  A.     Across  froia  me. 

Q  Did  you  hear  the  people   saying  anything?  A.     Mo. 

Q  The  persons    that  were  running? 

A  Ho,   they  didn't  say  nothing. 

Q  Did  you  hear  anybody  say,    "Fire?"  A.     No,   nothing. 

^  Did  you   see  any  flcaae?  A.     Yes,   I  sev;  a  flsme   shoot 

about  two   secorjus  after  I  hollered  there  was  a  fij^t  there. 
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^■here  did  ths   fljaae  cone  from?       a.     From  the   cheek  roorai  sosib- 

place . 

'^liere  is   tbe  check  toob.  with  reference   to  Piedmont  vStreet? 

It   is   on  the  left  as  70U  coiae   in  there, 

7ery  close  to  the    entraiace?  a.     Yes. 

V*hat  did  .you  do  vftien  you  saw  the  fire?  A.      I  got  up  and 

started  to  follow  tho  crowd,   some  wos^n. 

follow  tho   crowd  Y^ere't  A»     To  sanao   entrance;   they 

said   afterwards   is  is  Shawsaait   Street   entrance. 

Around  the   corner  froa  Piedmont   Street?  A.     Yes. 

1^0  wehii  ^§ith  you?  A*      .fell,   the  light  weaat  out 

then . 


•The  lights  went  out? 


A.     Yes. 


Q 


ISfell,   soraebody  pullod  me  out,  some  Lieutenant   in  tlie  Army. 

How  did  he  pull  you  out?  A*      I  felt  soraebody  pulling 

my  leg,   pulling  ray  shoes  off  and  somebody  said,    -'Give  ke  a  hand 

and  I  was  grabbed  through  tlie   door. 

Were  you  in  uniform  at  that  time?  A.     Yes. 

Was  your  friend  rescued?  A-     Yes. 

'^o  pulled  him  out?  A*     He  saved  about   fifteen  or 

tv/enty  people  himself. 

You  raean  the  man  vdth  you?  A*     Tae  man  that  was  with  me. 

V^on  was  the   first  tirae  your  attention  was  attracted  to  this 

fire?  A.      I'^iEt  have  been  about  10:S5. 

Were  you  sitting   at  a  table   at  that  time? 

Just  finished  eating   supper. 

Did  I  understand  you  to  aay  that  the  first  notice  you  received 

of  the  fire  was  by  people  running?  A.     i^nning. 

Frora  this  bar?  A*     Yes,   and  ttiere  was  plenty 

of  room  to   get  out   then. 

Did  you  think  at  that  tijie   there  was  a  fight? 
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A       I  tliou^it  it  was  a  figiit  aii  thattiiae. 

Q      i£o\v  long  after  you  saw  these  people  running  did  you  notice  the 

I'ire?  A.     Five  seconds  tiuie,      I  saw  a  fltane  shoot  up  in  the 

air. 

And  you  said  tliat  v/as  near  tlie   check  room?     A,      Check  room. 

Did  you  see  any  iialtation  palm  trees  there?  | 

I 
! 

I  thinit  one  near  the  bandstand.  j 

Did  you  see  tliat  on  fire?  A.     No,   all  I  know  when  I  Wk% 

to   turn  I  see  iTlaiaes   sweep  across  the  room. 

Did  you  notice  viiich  part  ot   the   room  v/as  afleme?     ¥/as  it  the 

floor,   ceiling  or  the  wall? 

I  think  it  was  the  wall. 

Did  you  notice  what  was  on  that  wall?  A.     No,   I  didn't. 

Q       Did  you  see  any  moTmble   object  afire,   ?iilien  I  say  a  moveable 

object  I  mean  a  desk  or  a  tree,   anything  that  can  be  moved? 
A       llo,   I  didn't  notice  that.      iOLl  I  v;antod  was  to  get  out  in  a 

hurry. 

Did  you  see  any  busboy  employed  there?  A.     Ho,   I  didn't. 

Did  you  see   theia  durin^;  tiie   night  at  all? 

I  saw  the  vraiters.      I  think  I  saw  two  of  those  boys  upstairs. 

Do  you  knov/  where   this   electric  light  bulb   is  located  that  they 

have  made  reference  to?  A.      I  wasn't  downstairs  at  all. 

But  you  heard  some   talk  about  an  electric  light  bulb,   and  you 

heard  some   talk  about  some  busboy  trying  to   screw  a  bulb  in 

that  socket?     Do  you  knov^  v^toere   that  is  located? 
A       No, sir,   I  don't. 

Q       Ecw  long  after  you  sav/  the   flames  did  the  lights  go   out? 
A       Oh,  must  have  been  around   about  a  half  a  minute. 
Q       And   that  v/aa  %iiile  you  \?ere  leaving  the  building? 
A       Just   starting  to  leave. 


Q       Were  yon  near  the  door  v/lien  you  saw  tiie  IL^jfits  s^   out?      'Wav 
A       I  was   Just   abcut  viiare  I  vfas   sitting,.      I  stood  up  and  started 
tc  make  a  move  and  e  party  of   about   ten  people    started  running 

out. 
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Do  you  knov/  hov;  the   lights   extins^.ished? 

Tliey   say  it  was  a  short-circuit. 

Vilio  said?  A.     There  was  a  lot  of  talk  about  It  there. 


Can  you  tsll  ne  v^o  said  it,   was  it  a  man  or  -vvoman? 
iticre  ^.;as   a  fe-.:  men. 
Could  jj-ou  describe   ^ly  of  those  men?  A.     Ko,    I  co\ildn't. 

Aliere  v/as  t,ds   said?  A.     We   just  ?ubout  got  outside. 

You  don't  know  ^vho  those  men.  were?  A.     No,    I  don't. 

Do  you  know  of  any  reason  v&iy  anybody  should  have  said  it  was 
a  i^ort- circuit?  A.      I  don't  know  ;^at  reason 

it  -vfas  said  for. 


Do  you  know  what  caused  this  fire? 
talk  they  clain  it  is   the  busboy. 
Do  you  knov;  from  your  own  knovvlsdte? 
know  at  all. 


A.     aoxae  of  the 


A.     Ho,    I  wouldn*t 


Do  you  know  how  the   fire   started?  A.      Froia  the  paper. 

Have  you  bc^en  in  there  on  other  occasions?  A,  Jne  or  two.  | 
You  are  familiar  v/ith  the  premises?  A.  Mot  too  familiar 
Did  you  observe  the   crowd  that  was  there?       A.     Yes» 

What  vfould  you  say  as  to  it  being   crowded  in  there?     Was  tha  i 

place  crowded?                                          A»     No,   not  vshen  I  came   in.  i 

Was   the  place  crowded  whm  you  left   there?  i 

I  don't  think  it  was.  ! 

.Vere  there   empty  tables?                    A.     There  were   quite  a  few.  ! 

I 

I 
^ere  were  they?  A.   Around  the  ringside  and  a 

couple  in  back. 
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Q       ^Mfit  would  you  estimate  the   cx*«rwd  as? 

A       In  the  dining  room,   I  don*t  kr  ow  how  much  it  holds, 

Q       would  you  sacv'  400  people?  A,     Betmien  3  and  550, 

Q      Eov7  xaany  persons  in  all,   in  l^e  entire  place? 

A   Between  450  and  500  in  all, 

Q       Did  you  leove  the  place  you  were  sitting   at  to  gee  how  many 

persons   were  in  the  place?  A,      I  went   to  make  a  telephone 

call, 
q       gov7  do  3?'ou  get  that  figure  450  to  500? 
)|      There  was   quite  a  few  tables   empty. 
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(V.'illiam  J,   Shanajjan  Police  Headquarters,    304- 

Steno^jraphar. )  Deoeraber  10,194£, 

Statersent  of  IIARP.Y  M,  KlPJOra, 

<;^         (By  Lieutenant  DiSossa)     I  am  Lieutenant  DiSessa  of  tl:e  Homicid 

Squad,   this  raan  is  a  Police  Stenographer,     y]mt  is   your  full 

aaM?  A,     Harry  M.  Kirker. 

Q.        Where  do  you  live?  A»     18  Upton  Street. 

C^        Are  you  married?  A.     I  was  married, 

(t         What  Is   your  occupation?     A.     Vfaiter, 
(^         By  yfliom.  ere  you  employed?  A.     I  em  not  employed  now. 
^         By  'Aiioiii  Vv'ere  you  c^aployed?       A,      Cocoanut  Grove. 
Q,        V/erfc  you  ei^ployed  there  on  Fov^nher  28th  of  this  year? 
A         Yes, sir. 

C         Were  you  employed  there  tlie  ni^^t  of  the  fire?     A.     yes,s5r. 
Q        In  which  part  of  the  Cocoanut  Gi'ov©  v/ere  you  employed? 
A         Melody  ]-^un{^e, 

^        What  time  did  you  report  to  work  there  Saturday,  November  28th? 
A        Four  o'clock. 
Q         What  were  your  hours  of   duty?     A.     4:oo  to  1:00,   and  then  clean 

up. 
Q,         You  waited  on  tables   in   the  Melody  Lounge?     A.     Yes,  sir . 
Q         Do  you  recall  about  10:15  P.M.,  what  occurred  there? 
A'        Yes,  sir. 

Q        WlEii'd  you  there  when  the  fire  started?     A.     Yes, sir. 
Q         Vshat  tiiQ©  did  the   fire  start?     ^^.     I   couldn't  say  tMt;   it  must 

he-ve  been  close  on  to  11:K&  o'clock. 
CI         It  was  after  ten  o'clock?     A.     Yes, 
Q,        Vihere  v/er©  you  when  the  fire  started?     A.     In  the  kitchen  with 

a  tray  of  glasses. 
Q.         What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the   fire? 
A        When  I   cecie  back  from  the  kitchen  I   saw  the   whole  corner  ablaze 
Q,         The  comei-  of  v^het?         A.     The  Melody?-  Lounge. 
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Q         Would  you  say  tlia    oelliii^?     A.     V/eil,  it  vms  up  high.     V/hen  I 
got  back  there  it  v/as  going  right  into  the  ceiling. 

Q         Did  you  see  ^^liat  vs-as  on  fire?     A»     It  looked  to  irje   as  though 
one  of  th«a    trees  was   on  fire. 

Q         One  of  the  plam  trees?     A.     Tes, 

<i         Pid  you  Bee  the  blaze?     A,     Yes. 

Q         Eovr  big  a  blase  v;as  it?     -<,      Quite  a  big  blaze, 

Q         While  you  were  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove  did  you  have  occasion  to 
go  into  the  main  fining  room?     A,     Not  that  night. 

Q         Did  you  go  in  any  of  the  other  rooms  Saturday  night?     A,     No, 

Q,         Did  you  look  into  the  loain  dining  room?     A.     Yes, sir,   I  tried 
to  get  out  that  way, 

Q         Did  you  see  the  people  that  vrere  there?       A,  Yes, sir. 

Q         In  the  place  in  v^ich  you  were  employed  v/as  there  much  of  a 

cTovvd?     A.      Oh,  yes,    it  was   pretty  crovirded,   good  business  there 

%        Was  there  rooiii  for  other  persons  there?     A.     Yes, 

(I        Were  there  e^npty  tables?     A,     Mo,   all  the  tables  v^ere  taken. 

Q,         Y/hat  did  you  do  as  a  result  of  seeing  that  fire?     A.      I  went 
back  to  the  kitchen  and  I  hollered,   %'here  is   the   fire  extin- 
guisher?" and  I   ran  back  almost   to  that  door.     People  had  it 
open  and  I   oould  see  then,   it  looked  as  if  half  the   room  waa 
going  at  that  tine,  and  I   saw  I  had  no  chance  ^^ith  the  fire  ex- 
Jin^jisher  and  I   ran  back  and  put  it  in  the  kitchen,   and   Just 


then  I  v/ent  back  and  I  hollered,   "Follovf  rae.'*     I   figured 
didn't  have  a  chsnce  there  and  */?e  xvo^old  have  to  get  out  the 
bab'enrent.     3o  I  went  up  tiirough  the  waiters*    stair  to  the  raain 
dining  room  and  I   seen  the  confusion  and  smoke  up  there  and  I 
figured     e  wouldn't  get  out  through  there.     So  I   caine   doim stair fe 
again  into  the  kitchen,   alon^-  the   kitchen  and  up  the  back  stair f 
way,  what  we  call  the  service  enti'anoe,  where  they  bring  in  the 
groceries  and  fruit,   and   that's  the  way  t;e  cojae  into  work  at 
night.     So  we  got  up  there  and  some  big  fellow  and  girls  in  back 
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oi  me.     I  told  theim  to  follov;  -me  and  v/e  got  up  there  and  a 

fello;/  toQJi  a  chair  and  I  grabbed  the    chair  and  started  to 

breek  dcmu  ih&  ^Tfindow, 
q         V^iiere  «ms  this  v.lnooWf     /v.     Right  next  to  the  service  door^ 
Q         Did  you  get  out  lihrough  the  wlndcw;'?     A,     Yes, sir. 
Q,         Were  you  tliere  when  the  lights  v/ent    out?     A.      No, sir,  I  couldn' 

say  I  \ms  there  when  the  lights  v;ent  out. 
Q        Do  you  3aiow  ho?/  this  fire  started?     A.     Ilo,  I   don^t,  sir, 
Q,         Have  you  since  foimd  out  hov/  it   started?     A.      I  have  heard. 
^         Itho  told  you  hoiv  it  started?     i..      vJell,   tcilking,  and  in  the 

paper. 

^  ¥eil,  only  by  hearsay,  but  you  don't  laioiv  frcn  your  own  knowl- 
edge? A,     Uo. 

C  Who  eEiployed  you  there?  A.  Jack  aoldfine,  you  v/ould  call  hiici 
the  bar  manager.     He  had  charge  of  ail  the  boys   on  the  bar. 

(Captain  Hinchey  present)  Police  Headquarters, 

December  11,1942. 

Stfetem^t  of  3'a:>EPK  OKHICOLA. 
Q         {By  Sergeant  Banks)       Vvhat  is  your  name? 
A         Joseph  Cericola. 

Q        EOBT  old   are  you?  A.     twenty-nine. 

q,        Married?  A.     Yes. 

Q         Iftiere  do  you  Uve?  A.     ££3  Ivlaverick  Street,  East  Boston. 

^         Yvhat  is  your  occupation?     A.     V/aiter,   but  I  have  been  working 

at  the  Bethelehem  Steel.     X  used  to  v/ork  there  Saturday  nights 

as  a  vjaiter. 
^         Did  you   ever  work  for  the  Cocoanut  drove?     A.      Oh,  yes,    off  and 

on  for  five  years,  Saturday  nights, 
q,         \iQr&  you  v/oiking   there  Saturday  night,  Hovei^iber  28th,   the  night 

of  the   fire?  A.     Yes. 
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Q         What  tiine  did  you  repoi't  for  duty?     A.     About    -martsr  past 
seven, 

(t         What  particjalar  location  were  ymi  assigned  to?     A.     The  first 
four  tallies  as  yov.  come  li*  tlie  door  by  the  head  v/aiter*o  desk, 
at  the  entrtince  on  Piedraont  fr'treet. 

Q,         Is  that  tho  dinln^G^  room  floox-?     A.     Ye£?. 

Q,         Yihat  particular  table??  vrere  you  e.ssigned  to? 

A         PI  and  22,  and.  31  and  ^2, 

Q,        \Vhere  would  they  be  with  reference   to  tte  Plew^^nt  Street  door? 

A         Just  as  you  cane  in  the   door,  the  fir^t  four  i^«bles  in  the    cor- 
ner at  the   right,   in  the  dininf^  room. 

Q         What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire  that  nig^t? 

A        V]hen  the  fire  started  I  was  ck>v?nsteirs  in  the  kitchen  paying  a 

check,   at  the  cashier's  desk,  ^^tiloti  is  r^.f'ht  opposite  a  door 

that  comes  out  of  the  Melody  Loun{^e.     So  rfcen  I  was  there  some- 

I 
body  hollered,   ^'Oet  the  fire  extin-f^lsher,   find  a  couple  of  fel-J 

lovfs,   QUO  v/as  a  bartender  and  I  think  the  oth-^^r  one  v/as  a  bar- 
tender too,  I  1210P7  :iim  but  dcn*t  Icna*./  hla  name,  and  they  ran 
in  the  Melody  Lounji^e  and  opened  this  door  and  J.  v/ent  right  in 
after  them,     I  fl^Tured  it  vms  a  little  fire, 

Q         Did  you  see  the  fire?     A,      Oh,   sn.ire,  vhcc   I  fpt  in  there  they 
opened  the    door  and  the  ?/hole  roori  '/^as  one  nass  of  flames. 

Q,         V/here  did  you  notice  the  nost  of   the   floije?^  coning  from? 

A         ThQ  fTBrj  I  '7as  looking  the  Hre  seeioed  to  be  on  the  side  near 
the    stairs, 

Q,         That  is  coming  in  froir.  the  kitchen?     A.     That's  right,   liear  the 
wall.     All  you  could  see  was  a  !Tias3  of  fltunes  then.     The   ex- 
tinguishers vfouldnH  do  any  good,   and  there  was  about   a  dozen 
people  rsn   f^t  of  the  room, 

<i         Did   the  bartenders  ti'y  to  op&ratQ   the  cxtini'^J  i .she rs?     A.      I 

don't  knov?  uljether  they  did  or  rot,    evcr^^t^ilng  was  in  such  a 


•OBTaslon,  people  started  to   riin   out.  risyba  tiare  'tas  a  dozen 
rm  oat,  eod  I   started  ^oia?  o«t  toMKrd  xbe   b&<dc  door  aad    Jtet 
in  ^^cIi^  of  vi.e  Eerrice   tar  i  -_r   ^rl  started  *^   drop,  «id  I 
picked  her  up  end  eerne  i  L^r  «n>  ob  far  as  l^   stairs. 

Q         What  stairs  are  thoee?     a.     T^e   e^sirr  In  ^j;e  kitefeen,   thxj  sey 
goea  out  t^  Shawn  It  Street  side.     It  is  2  ^ocr  facing  thm 
Motor  Mart.     They  oee  that  fcr  a  dallTsiT  ectraaett* 

Cf         Do  70c  Jczunr  tae  street  In  the  rear  of  tbe   bnlldiiig  fros  Pied- 
■flKt  Stsvevl^  A^«     ffo« 

Q,         Welly  fbr  jour  inforaatioB  tiiat  is  Stmmmt  Street. 

A         Tea,   tnat  is    r^i^t   wiisj  say.     .anyvaj,   I  ^t  ^^  -^   -----  ---    ^  — 

8Ad  this   felicrr  toot  bis  girl  in  iiis   ares  aac  .    _-_.     „^_    _=re 
aad  in  t>£  'ie:=^xiae  a  co^le  at  fellova  zan  ^ai^  in.     Tbere  i^&s 
a  az««A  «f  «a»  we  got  ap  tliare  all  at  occe,  and  a  ecarple  of 
tiMK  ran  tedli  in  and  I  weat  back  after  ttea  and  I  dcn*t  saoa 
vliere  tliay  wsat^  and  I  maat  ap  as  far  as  Vub  dlaiag  zoom  door 
to  aoo  iftat  the  nell  aas  golag  on. 

^         Ibat  is   OD.  the  next  f iocrt     A.     Tea,   tl»  sctrsjce  froc  t>=    -^n 
^xdJig  zooe  into  the  klt^sc,  end  itiaa  X  ^t  a  couple  of  stairs 
up  tiiere  tbsre  ia  nc  lignts,   €.1.^  I   coula   feel  tlie  heat,  eid  aa 
I  xumed  taoh.  tk.   .    .    ^"    :    "c^cr  in-.   I  vas  aw  first  aad  I  didn't 
eat  aa  far  aa  tl;e   ^or,  I  nit  the  aide  cf  tbe  ^^aU,  s<d  the 
ssoie  ^7  tJils  ties  aas  so  bl£icjt  all  rou  cculc   see  '^s  z'i.e   li^ts 
In  the  foG.     to  I  hit  the  aall  aa^  aa  I  old  I   ^eard  a  fjrwaii 
say,  "Thla  way  out;  aayV^dy  down  there?"     E&  ^.ac  a  flaahli^t 
end  I  went  out  the  Simvait  dtraatt  door. 
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Q         JUA  you  notice  any  part  itierc  the  firs  started     ▲•     So.     I 

all 
opened  tne   door  and/I  asair  was  flaaas. 


Tids  p5-rtioular  location  that  ytsc  ware  wcikinfr  la,  waxw  tkare 
any  Taoant  V  t^era?     A.      ::a,     I  had  fbor  parties  there. 

They  v.'eTa  all  four  seat^  tables  and  there  was  onXy  thzoa  people 
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Q         In  other  words,   they  could  have  eacc^naodated  another  chair? 
A        Yes.     lliey  ixade  gtat-eineiits  it  vms  overerc^-.'ded,  but  there  vvas  a 

lot  or  other  tables  too  that  v/ereaH  crcavded. 
Q         Eov?  iBsn7  more  custonerB  would  you  tsay  that  place  would  Ijave 

held  there  in  that  particular  looetion  you  v/ers  v/orking  lu? 

A         Ihe  tables  are  large  ^nougli  to  put  aaothsr  Bis,     Ther©  v/as 

three 
four   cliair?    cli^re.     If  you  v^ranted  to  put /more  people  you  eould 

he:*re  doxxs    it« 

Q         I.i  other  wordii,   thtj   talsles  v,^erenH  filled  to  capacity,   there 
was  plenty  ot  rooni  for  other  custoiiors?     A.     That's  right. 

Q         I«   'cnere  anything;  else  you  can  halp  us  on  to  deteriTiine  the 

cause  of  thicj  fire,  or  axiy^bhing  you  can  think  of?  A.  IIo,  only 
thQ  arm.0ive  situation.  Froin  the  tine  I  wali:ed  from  the  messiaiiiiie 
probably  around  20  yards,  the  distance  hatweeu  that  door  and 
•^hiiii  I  hit  tliat  wall,  I  don*t  loiov-r  vihothc  r  I  was  ready  to  pass 
out  but  I  don*t  seem  to  remember  walking  froa  one  end  until  I 
hit  that  wall. 

Q         Ti-i.ii^e  "mm  so  much  srdoive?     A.     Yes,    a};Ld  when  I   gx)t   out  side  I 

wiped  my  face  aiid  tjiy  nose  was  rumijjig  water  am  water  was  oora- 
ing  out  of  ny  mouth.  It  struck  lae  funny,  whether  it  was  cased 
by  ^t.^  of  v/liet  the  hell  it  vras. 


December  10,  1942     *^1  O 
55  ^'/arren  Ave*,  Boston 
Albert  Kreponitsigr,  Stan. 

Statement  of  SfVLTSg  H.  REDDICH 
Q  {By  Captain  McCartby)  i/hat  is  your  name?  A,  Walter  JkReddlch 
Q  How  old  are  you?  A,  49  years* 
q  Where  do  you  reside?  A.  55  V/arren  Avenue. 
Q,    Wn&t   is  your  occupation?  A*  Bartender. 
Q  Were  you  on  the  night  of  Hoveaber  28,  1942  ©aployed  at  the 

Cocoanut  Grove  on  Piedmont  Street,  Boston?  ^A.     Yes. 
q.    For  how  long  were  you  employed  there?  A.  Six  months. 
Q  Where  were  you  employed?  ^Vhat  part  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 
A  In  the  Hew  Lounge. 

q  Tou  wre  there  at  the  time  the  fire  started?  A.  Yes, 
q  Do  you  know  what  caused  the  fire?  A.  Ho. 
Q  How  rnqr  bartenders  were  with  you?  A.  Two.  One  was  burned  to  deetij 
q  What  are  their  names?  A.  WilliaEi  Shea  of  South  Boston, 
q  And  the  other?  A.  ifertin  Breen,  now  deceased, 
q  Where  did  the  fire  start?  A.  I  don»t  know, 
q  What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire?  A.  Jim 
Welanski  came  out  and  yelled  to  the  patrons  to  take  it  easy 
as  there  was  a  fire  in  the  other  room,  No  sooner  did  he  say 
that  when  the  flames  caae  out  froia  behind  him.  I  was  behind 
the  bar  at  the  time, 
q  Were  people  seated  at  the  bar?  A.  Yes,  full  up  there.  It  was 

pretty  crmyded.  All  seats  were  taken. 
H    Did  you  know  whether  or  not  there  were  any  vacant  chairs  at  any 

of  the  tables?  A.  No,  as  far  as  I  could  see  every  table  was 
occupied . 

Q  With  reference  to  the  gathering  on  the  night  of  Hoveiaber  BB,   1942 
how  did  it  compare  with  other  Saturday  evenings? 
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A   That  was  a  good  evening* 

Q   In  what  way?   A»  A  bigger  crowd  vf&B   in  there  for  a  new  lounge. 

Q  Hc^  many   people  would  you  estimate  were  in  thero? 

A  I  could  not  jtidge  on  that. 

Q  would  you  say  it  was  overcro^vded?  A,  No,       " 

Q,  Was  there  anj^thing  Tonusual  about  the  feathering  on  this  night? 

A  No,  every  Saturday  iit^^t   v?as  a  busy  night. 

q  Would  people  go  from  one  table  to  another?  A*  Yes. 

q  Could  you  observe  any  patrons  waiting  to  be  seated  at  a  table? 

A  No. 

q  How  nany  people  were  waiting  to  obtain  tables?  A.  I  did  not 

see  anybody  vvaiting.  V^en  they  don^t  see  any  tables,  they  walk 

into  the  dining  rooia. 

Q   Caa  you  estiiiiate  hem  man^*  people  were  there  in  number?  A.  I 
could  not  tell. 

Q   Bid  you  go  into  the  Melody  Lounge  that  night?  A.  Just  ^^en  I 
changed  siy  clothes  at  4j00  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Q  Are  you  req.uired  to  go  through  the  :>Ielody  Lounge  during  the 
evening?  A.  I  went  through  the  Melody  Lounge  about  7:00 
o'clock. 

q  'Ally?   A.  I  went  tharaugh  there  to  go  upstairs  to  the  lounge. 

There  wore  only  about  ten  people  in  there  then, 
q  Do  you  kno^^  what  caused  the  fire?  A.  Ko. 
q  Eo^'j  did  you  leave?  A.  Through  Broadv/ay»  and  I  had  to  fight  xay 

way  out.  'They   all  rushed  for  the  door  at  once  and  the  door  was 

jaiBaed. 

q  From  what  source  did  you  f irat  learn  there  was  a  fire?  A.  Jim 

Wel€Uiski  notified  uc  there  was  a  fire. 
<;  Did  h.  give  you  any  la^tructlona?   a.  Ho.  he  tola  everybody 
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and  as  I  8ald»  the  people  started  to  run*  I  could  see  flames* 
Q   Did  lia  Welancki  ask  the  people  to  renLaln  calm?  A*  Yes,  he 
told  the  people  to  t€Uce  it  easy*  He  said  "it's  in  the  other 
room** 
Q   Do  you  kno^   v/hat  caused  the  fire?  A.  l?o. 
Q   Have  you  talked  with  people  regarding  the  fire? 
A   Fo,  I  Just  got  out  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital  the  other  day» 

That  was  the  day  before  yesterday,  Tuesday* 
Q   ^Ihat  is  the  extent  of  your  injuries?  A.  Second  degree  hums 

of  the  ears,  face  and  head* 
Q   Who  is  your  doctor?  A.  The  Union  doctor.  The  bartender ♦s  unioi. 
<|   What  is  his  name?  A»  I  don't  know*  He's  on  Beacon  Street} 

I  don't  know  the  number. 
Q,      How  laany  exits  were  there  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove?  A*  Five* 
Q   ^Yhere  are  the^  located?  A.  One  is  down  as  you  go  from  the 

I&lody  Lounge  into  the  kitchen.  One  on  the  left  hand  side  of 

the  dining  rooaa.  One  up  in  the  comer  of  the  dining  rooia  towards 

Broadway  on  that  same  side*  That  was  always  locked ♦ 
Q   Was  that  open  the  night  of  the  fire?  A.  I  don't  know*  The 

folding  doors  on  the  right  hand  side  on  Piedmont  Street.  The 

fifth  was  where  I  got  out  on  Broadway* 
q,       Can  you  give  ne  any  inforsiation  or  facts  that  would  assist  the 

Boston  Police  Department  in  our  investigation  of  this  case? 
A   I  could  not. 
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December  10,  1942      *jj.u 
Station  Four,  vVarren  Are* 
Albert  iCrep onitsl^,  Stenogra|)he 

Statexaent  of  P^Tm   S>  PANTAGES 
q  (By  Captain  McCarthy)  *mat  is  your  full  name?  A.  JPfeter  S« 

Pant ages. 
Q  How  old  ere  you?  A.  30  years  old. 
Q  Are  you  raarried?  A.  Yea. 

(I    ^There  do  you  reside?  A.  2   Hoohaster  Street,  Boston,  ISglbs^ 
Q  What  is  your  occupation?  A.  waiter. 
Q  On  ITovesjber  28,  194g,  t^dtiere  were  you  employed?  A.  At  the 

Cocoanut  Grove  as  a  waiter. 
Q  How  long  were  you  employed  as  a  waiter?  A.  Two  months, 
q  What  were  your  hours?  A.  This  week  we  went  in  at  5:00  o^clook 

and  last  week  at  6:00.  All  the  vraiters  sta/ed  till  1:S0, 
(i  In  what  part  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove  were  you  employed?  A.  In  the 

Main  Dining  Ro<m   on  the  main  floors 
q  On  the  night  of  November  aS,  1942,  where  were  you  employed? 
A  In  the  l&in  Dining  Room, 

Q  When  did  you  first  learn  of  a  fire?  A.  I  was  about  to  go  down 
the  kitchen  and  I  noticed  the  people  at  the  bar  standing  up, 
I  did  not  go  down  the  kitchen  since  there  might  be  a  fight. 
I  walked  in  the  door  and  I  noticed  smoke  coning  out  of  the  foyer, 
Q  Where  were  you  then?  A.  In  front  of  the  terrace. 
Q  What  did  you  do?  A.  I  turned  about  and  headed  to  the  side 
enta^uace, 

q  imere  is  that  located?  A.  On  Siiawmut  Street  in  the  middle  of 

the  Main  Dining  Room.  There  are  two  exits  there, 
q  Did  you  have  any  work  that  night  in  procuring  tables  and  chairs 

for  guests?  A.  We  all  get  together  at  the  early  part  of  the 
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eyening  and  set  up  the  ehalrs  and  tables  in  the  di&ling  room«.>'l4 
q   Did  you  notice  what  the  attendance  was  that  evening?  Were  ther© 

any  vacant  chairs?  A«  At  the  tine  of  the  fire  I  had  a  vacant 

tahle  at  Biy  station* 
Q   Could  you  state  how  this  cpoM  compared  with  any  other  Saturday 

evening?  A.  ^e  saae  as  any  other  Saturday • 
Q  Would  you  say  the  Cocoanut  Grove  was  crowded  that  night? 
A  Crowded,  but  not  overcrowded* 

q  iV^hat  do  you  iaean?  A.  I  have  seen  nights  much  more  crowded. 
^  Could  you  observe  any  other  chairs  that  were  unoccupied?  A*  Kon^j 

other  than  ny  own* 
Q,    Do  you  knoM   whether  or  not  there  were  any  people  waiting  to  be 

seated  at  tables?  A*  I  did  not  look  in  that  door*   I  work 

tn  the  opposite  door* 
Q,   Was  there  room  for  people  to  pass  from  one  table  to  another? 
A   Yss,  there  were  passaf?eways* 
Q   Any  idea  as  to  the  seating  capacity?  A.  400  or  500  in  the 

Main  Dining  Rooza* 
Q  Hot?  many  wese  there  that  night?  A*  I  could  not  say* 
Q  ?/ero  you  in  the  Melody  Lounge  that  night?  A*  Ko« 
Q  Did  you  visit  the  Melody  Lounge  at  any  time?  A*  Hot  that  night* 
Q  Do  you  know  what  caused  the  fire?  A.  Hot  other  than  what  I 

read  in  the  papers* 
Q  Did  any  person  tell  you  what  caused  the  fire?  A.  Ho* 
^    Have  you  any  information  or  knowledf^  that  v?ould  assist  the 

Boston  Police  Departtaent  in  this  case?  A*  Would  you  be  interested 

in  the  fact  that  there  was  a  double  door  exit? 
C^  ^at  about  it?  A*  The  inside  doors  opened  inwards  and  outside 

vfts  outwards*  The  onrushing  crowd  closed  the  inside  doors  on  the 
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Slxamaut  street  si^e  and  pusiied  the  inside  door  outvv&rds.  Because 
when  I  v/as  going  through,  I  could  hear  the  cracking  of  the  wood* 
This  was  not  caused  tij   the  fire  at  the  tijiie  but  by  the  crowd 
pufming  the  door  through. 
Q  Did  3^ou  Ob  serve  that?  A.  Yes* 

Q  How  roGhy  people  were  there?  A«   There  were  quite  a  few,  all 
trj'ing  to  get  out. 
Q  Thie  exit  leads  to  where?  A.  Shawmut  Street. 
Q  V/hat  is  it  used  for?  A*  I  "kvould  sb:^   that's  a  fire  exit. 
Q,    How  laany  exits  in  that  building?  A*  Siz  that  I  Imow  of. 
Q  Can  you  tell  iie  \;here  they  are?  A.  One  in  the  middle  of  th« 
dining  room.  Employees  entrance  further  down  on  the  Shawmut 
Street  side.  One  on  Broadway.  One  on  Piedaiont  street,  the 
main  entrance.  The  entrance  on  the  side  of  the  laain  door  on 
pieiLiaont  Street.  One  downstairs  off  the  kitchen  between  the 
Idtchen  and  the  Melody  Lounge  which  leads  to  an  alleyv.?ay» 
Q  Were  there  any  illuminated  signs  Liarked  exit  on  these  exits? 
A  Ho. 

Q  Have  you  ever  noticed  any  signs  mtikked  exit?  A.  lib. 
Q  Whose  duty  is  it  to  obtein  seats  fmd  tables  for  guests  as  they 

arrive?  A.  Captain  and  Head  'Waiter. 
Q  What  is  his  name?  A.  Frank:  Balzarini,  now  deceased. 
Q  Vho  was  hi  a  assistant?  A.  Charlie  *!ltchell. 
Q  With  reference  to  the  crov^  there  that  evening,  would  you  say 

you  have  seen  ler^r  crowds?  A.  Yes. 
Q  You  had  an  empty  table?  A.  It  was  occupied  before  the  fire. 
^  Do  you  laiow  from  your  own  knowledge  what  caused  the  fire? 
A  No. 
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Statenient  of  ROCCO  y.AKUlLg 
(By  Captain  MeCeo^thy)  'ihat  is  youx-  full  name? 
Roc CO  Tanuele. 

What  is  your  occupation?  A*  Waiter • 
How  old  are  you?  a.  21  years  oia» 
Vslxere  do  you  reside?  A.  19  Oneida  Street, 
Where  ^ere  you  employed  on  tlie  night  of  HovoEiber  ^8^   1942? 
Iche   Coooanut  Crrove* 

For  how  long  were  you  employed  there?  A#  aince  Au^st  of  1942» 
In  what  part  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove  did  you  work  that  night? 
In  the  ilain  Dining?  Eooia  as  a  waiter. 

What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  fire?   A,  I  went  doimstairs  to  get  an  order.  X  stopped 
near  the  seirvice  bar  and  saw  people  ccsaing  from  the  Melody 
Lounge  into  the  kitchen.  Ten  of  fifteen  all  panicky.  I  saw 
the  waiter  and  cook  run  to  the  Melody  Loun^/o  with  an  3Xtinguishe:(r. 
I  ran  up  to  the  head  of  the  stairs  in  the  dining  room.  I  heard 
people  yelling  in  the  lobby  and  noticed  smoke  coiidng  from  there. 
I  went  to  the  exit  and  saw  another  Vv'aiter.  In  a  second  things 

got  worse  and  I  started  to  open  an  exit,  juher©  v.as  a  screen 
there  before  you  open  the  exit.  I  could  net  open  it  then  even 
though  it  is  easy  to  open.  I  got  pushed  out  Sitiil  the  other  lialf 
of  the  door  came  flying  out. 

^  IShere  is  the  screen?  A.  In  front  of  the  door  leading  to 
Shav/Qiut  Street. 

Q  Is  it  an  entrance?  A.  ^\n  exit. 

Q  Is  there  a  sign  laarked  "exit?"  a.  wO,  I  don*t  recall. 

Q  ras  that  door  locked?  A.  No,  just  a  screen. 
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q  ??ho  assiibted  you?    A»  OSiis  other  waiter,  i'ranl'C  Accursio, 

Q  How  many  people  go*  through  thet  exit?  A*  40  or  50. 

Q  Eow  joany  people  were  there  thfit  night?  A*  300  or  400  In  the 

dining  room. 
Q  Did  you  observe  any  vacant  chairs  or  tables?  A.  Two   parties 

went  out  previous  to  the  fire  about  10:00  o'cloek* 
Q  Eo7/  did  this  crov/d  coapare  in  attandance  with  other  Saturday 

nights?  A.  I  have  seen  ether  Saturday  evenings  Just  as  busy* 
Q  ?;as  it  the  usual  crowd?  A.  It  was  the  usual  crowd. 
(I    Do  you  imow  whether  or  not  any  persons  were  waiting  to  be  seated 

at  tables?  A*  I  did  not  notice* 
Q,    ?Jas  thers  space  in  thed-sles  for  people  to  walk  through?  A.  Tes^ 
Q,    Were  the  tables  drawi  closer  that  night?  A*  He. 
Q  Was  there  anything  unusual?  A.  The  only  thing,  on  Saturdays 

they  put  tables  on  the  dance  floor. 
Q,  Bofii   laany  extra  tables  were  there?  A.  About  7  or  8  extra  tables^ 
Q  Can  you  epttmate  how  many  people  vjere  there  that  night? 
A  About  700  or  laore. 

Q  In  the  entire  Cocoanut  Grove?  A,  Yes. 
Q  What  wss  the  seating  capacity?  A.  I  don't  know. 

Q  Were  you  in  the  !^lody  Lotange  at  any  time  during  the  evening? 

A  HO. 

Q  Did  you  have  any  minors  at  your  tables  "whom  you  had  to  refuse 

llq^uor?  A.  No. 
Q  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  refuse  minors  at  any  time? 
A  I  was  told  by  the  head  waiter  not  to  serve  llq.uor  to  minors, 
q  Haiat  were  the  instructions?  A.  Hhe   head  xvaiter  told  ne  not  to 

serve  liquor,  but  food,  if  they  *?ere  under  21  years  of  age. 
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Q    You  received  those  instructions  from  Frank  Balzarini,   liead    318 

v^aiter,  now  deceased?       A*  Yes. 
(I    Would  you  saj'   tiuit  patrons  could  i40ve  axouiid  froin  table  to 
^^f*^       table?     A.  Yes. 

q,    Did  you  sver  obsarve  people  going  from  the  Main  Dining  Room 
dowii  to   the  iiolody  Lounge   to  purchase  liq,uor?     A.  Yes* 
Q      Tou  observed  theiL  doings  that  at  various  tiaas?     A«  Yes. 
Q      How  atuay  people  would  go  down  to  the  Ijiolody  Loung;e  to  partake 
,.,,      of  liquor?     A.  One  or  'Iwo* 

Q       Vhat  was  the  distance  between  the^sles  and  between  the  taftles"^ 
A      lour  feet  in  the  aisles;   three  feet  between  the  tables* 

Q       Did  that  s&we  condition  exist  on  NoveCiber  28,   1942?     A.  Yes* 

Q       Could  yuu  v/aUi  ai'ound,   taice  |tour  orders  and  retui*n  to  your 

table  without  hindrance?     a.  Yes.     Of  course,   scasie times  somebody 

would  foe  t  in  the  \ya/. 
Ci       Kov:  laany   oiiiies  that   evening  did  you  ioake  trips  to  the  icitchen 

and  back  to   the  tables?       A.  iibout  liS  times. 
Q      You  had  occasion  to  carry  liquor  from  the  bar  to  the  tables? 
A      Yes* 
Q       Here  there  any  obstructions  to  and  froia  the  dining  room  and 

bar?       A*  No* 


q  {By  Captain  McCarthy)  TThat  is  your  name?  A.  Oecile  !!ahoney 

Q  You  are  a  widow?  A.  Yes* 

H  ^lere  do  you  reside?  A.  6  Benedict  Street,  Soxaerville. 

q  Where  are  you  oxaployad?  A.  I  v/as  employed  at  the  Cocoanut  Clrove 
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in  the  I<:itc!a3n  as  a  clascker. 
q    For  how  lottf^  were  yoa  smployed?     A#  light  and  on©  half  years  at 

th0  Gocoanut  Grove  as  checker.     One  and  one  half  years  as 

Gh^ckor  and  cashier ♦ 
Q    V<hat  tiiua  did  you  report  for  worlst     A»  5:00  o'clock.     I  was 

downstairs  at  5:10* 
Q     \1hat  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  f ir@?     A»  The  bar  boy 

Harry  i^.rker  as^ed  for  th6  fire  ©xtinguisiisr  and  then  I  saw 

Siiioisj0  ivhioh  caioa  pretty  fast*     He  took  the  extinguisher  and  went 

in* 

q,    \Vhat  tide  ^was  that?  A*  The  fire  must  liave  started,  a  little  after 
10:15.  I  was  upstairs  at  10:05. 

Q,    Thia  iiarry  Kirker  was  a  bar  boy?  A.  Yes,  frooi  the  Melody  Loimge 

Q,  How  uld  is  he?   A*  I  dQn*t  know,  over  55 • 

Q  What  conversation  did  you  have  v^-ith  him?  A*  He  was  looking  at 
me  and  saked  for  a  fire  extinguisher.  I  pointed  and  showed  him* 
There  was  a  waiter  there  too*  He  took  the  fire  eztinguisher  and 
went  i^y   back  into  bhe  Uelody  Lounge. 

Q  Viliat  happened  then?  A*  aaoke  was  coming  in*  Billy  Payne  was 
ijringing  people  back  past  jay  desk  and  through  the  service  door* 
I  goxi  to  the  ice  box*  Ur*   iiiiston  was  there*  He  said  it  was  the 
safest  place.  I  stepped  in  the  ice  boz  with  iiim  and  we  were 
joined  by  the  cook  v/ho  stayed  just  a  couple  of  lainutes  and  then 
went  out* 

Q  ^hat  is  the  cook's  name?  A*  Giuglieliuo  Ouidette* 

Q  What  next  occurred?  A*  A  firotian  took  me  up  to  the  door*  I 
ma^   a  flesh  light  and  could  see  a  f ireiaan  ^^th  a  mask  on* 

Q,    Was  there  any  sx^ke  in  the  ice  chest?  A*  Yes,  the  motor  was 
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going  and  the  smoke  wae  thinner* 
Q  How  long  did  you  remain  in  the  ice  box?  A.  About  10  minutes. 
Q,    I'.lio  was  in  there  with  you?  A*  Mr.  Buston  and  Guglielmo  Guidett#^ 
Q  T)ld  you  soffer  any  ill  effects  fi^m  the  fire?  A»  I  was  sore 

for  a  couple  of  days  and  drank  a  lot  of  milk. 
Q  Did  you  receivo  an^'^  burns?  A.  No. 
Q  Did  any  of  the  parsons  ia  the  ice  box  with  you  reoeiYe  ony 

injuries?  A*  No. 
q,    How  much  tiiae  expired  from  the  time  the  young  man  asked  you  for 

the  fire  extinguisher  until  the  fireiaan  arrived?  A.  I  have  no 

idea.  It  was  all  so  confusing.  Mayoe  ten  iainutes. 
Q  Through  which  door  did  you  go  out?  A.  ^e  service  door  on 

Shairamut  Street* 
Q  Vihat  were  your  duties  as  checker?  A.  I  checked  the  bar.  The 

other  checker  checked  the  food.  Mine  was  to  checK  on  the 

drinks* 
(I    Vvould  you  say  there  imls  any  ting  unusual  at  out  the  number  of 

orders  for  drinks.  Vere  there  nore  than  on  other  Saturday  ni^tfl{t 
A  Ho. 

Q  Htjve  you  any  idea  ss  to  the  nuiiber  of  people  in  the  iJlelody  Lounge t 
A  I  would  go  up  through  the  i^Ielody  Lounge,  up  the  front  stairs 

into  the  ladies  rooia  and  hu6.   to  pass  through  the  lobby, 
(i  How  uiany  people  v^'ere  in  attondance?  A.  I  don't  icnovr* 
Q  Did  you  notice  if  the  seats  and  tables  v/erc  occupied?  A.  Ho, 

the  room  v/as  din  and  I  vma   in  a  hurrj^ 
Q  Was  it  the  usual  crowd?  A.  Yea,   just  lilie  every  other  ni^^t. 
(^    V.as  there  any  congestion?  A.  IIo,  it  vias  a  regular  Saturday  night 

crowd  * 
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Q,      Did  you  make  any  observations  in  the  Malody  Lounge?       r»^-| 

A   It  is  always  dim  tbere. 

Q   Bid  you  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  tlirougli?  A*  Ho,  but 

it  toolc  a  little  time. 
Q,   Did  you  have  any  difficulty  with  the  crowd  in  the  Main  Dining 

Room?  A«  Ko. 
Q   Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  go  through  there  on  Saturday 

nights?  A#  I  have  seen  Just  as  large  crov/ds  on  other  Saturday 

nights.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  through  the  lobby.  If 

people  wore  xvaiting  for  tables,  they  -would  be  in  the  lobby. 

I  had  no  trouble  getting-  through  the  lobby* 
Q   How  iaany  c'^eots  ^Tere  there  that  ni^ht?  A.  I  don't  know. 
Q,   '/i'hat  is  the  seating  capccity  of  uhe  Cocoanut  Grove?  A.  I  don*t 

kn.o'rf . 
Q   Did  you  observe  any  tables  that  were  not  occupied? 
A   On  the  beck  bc>.r,  it  soeins  to  ue   that  X  3av   some  stools  that  were 

not  occupied*  I  say  that  it  wasn't  croivded. 
q,      I'he  ladies  roo::i  on  Piedciont  Street,  is  that  vjhere  the  public  goe^? 
A   Yes  • 
Q,   How  far  Is  that  from  the  kitchen?  A.  I  go  from  m^   desk  to  the 

foot  of  the  kitchen  stairs  laadteg  up  in  the  Kain  Dining  Roc»a 

P£;st  the  service  bar  tX   the  end  of  the  kitchen.  T^Iq   little 

corridor  goes  through  the  Melody  Lounge  upstairs  through  the 

lobby  and  into  the  ladies  room* 
Q   At  what  time  would  you  fix  that?  A.  About  10:15. 
q   rid  you  have  any  difficulty  in  eretting  throui?h?  a.  JTo,  there 

is  alv^a^'B  a  bit  of  difficulty  through  the  Ilelody  liOungo  because 

of  people  standing;, 
q   Y/here?  A.  In  the  way  In  the  Melody  Lounge.  They  get  up  from 
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stools  end  talis  to  people . 
Q,      Standing  in  croups  and  talldng?  A.  Yes. 
C^   How  many  people  would  you  say  were  in  the  Molody  Lounge? 
A   A?. though  it  was  cro\'«ied,  it  doesn't  se®a  to  me  to  have  been 

over  erowcied» 
Q   Was  tiiere  anything  unusual  obont   this  crowd? 
A   NO, 
Q   Did  you  hare  any  difficulty  upstairs  in  getting  through?  A«  No» 

Ju.^t  that  difficulty  in  the  Melody  Lounge  that  I  have  always  had 
q   These  people  wei-e  at  tables  or  were  they  standing?  A«  Soici©  were 

standing,  sonie  were  at  tables  and  soiae  were  on  stools* 
Q   Do  you  ioiow  how  the  fire  started?  A.  No. 
(^   You  know  nothing  3ji  your  o\m   iexov;ledge?  A*  i^to* 
Q  SiLi^t   vshat  so/iiebody  told  you?  a*   Yes. 
(^   Do  you  ^ncw  aixything  about  the  fabric  that  was  in  the  drax>eries 

or  on  the  ceilings?  A.  IJo,  I  don't  know  what  it  is,  except 

that  it  looked  like  satin. 
Q   Do  you  know  whether  or  not  it  was  fireproof ed?  A.  I  don't  know 

anything  about  that, 
Q,      Did  you  hear  any  talk  about  fire  exits?  A.  I  know  there  were 

ao  sprinklers. 
Q   How  laany  fire  extinguishers  were  there?  A.  I  have  seen  just  one 

in  the  kitchen,  but  I  have  never  looked  for  any. 
Q  Were  t,nere  any  fire  extinguishers  in  any  other  part  of  the 

Cocoanut  Grove,  eitner  in  x-he  lieloay  Lounge  or  the  Main  Dining 

EooiJL?  A.  I  never  looiitjd  for  theu. 
Q  Have  you  ever  received  any  instructions  about  what  to  do  in 

case  of  a  fire?  A.  Lo,  never. 


^      M&ve  you  any  infcrnKitlon  that  would  help  the  Boston  Police 

Departmeat  in  detei-mining  the  cause  of  this  fire?     A.  Ko. 
-^       Can  you  estina&ta  how  iiany  people  were  in  the  Helo^  3Lounge 

on  Saturda^r  night?     A.  I  ha^e  no  idea,     I  Just  know  that  what 
I  saw  Saturday  waa  ^-vhat  I  had"  seen  iisjciy  nights •   I  fcnow  that 
I  fpt  through.     Soiae  very  busy  nights  I  don't  even  attempt  to 
go  through • 
Q       1b  it  a  practice  to  leave  tables  ana  be  invited  downstairs  to 
the  Uelodj^  Lounge  to  heire  a  drink?     A*     I  icnow  tiiat  people, 
if   they  wmited   to,   left  their  tables  and  \-isited  other  rooms, 
Q       Wat  that  the  practice   the  ni0it  of  the  fire?     A.     The  only  way 
I  know  that  is  that  I  have  heard  it  often.     The  v/aiter  at  times 
would  be  looking  for  a  party  who  wasn't  at  the  table  and  sorae- 
body  v/Guld  say  that  perhaps  they  were  driftiin;?  around  in  the 
Ilelody  Lounge. 
Q       Do  you  know  a  boy  by  the  naiue  of  Stanloy   ToBiaszewski? 
A       I  don't  know  his  mm©,  but  I  talked  with  hiia,   just  to  say  hello» 
q      Md  he  ttiiii;  to  350U  about  the  fire?     A*  I  have  not  seen  hini  since 

the  fi37e. 
^    You  don»t  iaxow  who  atteiapted  to  put  out  the  fire?  A.  Uo,   I  gust 
aa^v  Harri    larker  lookiiig  for  a  fire  extinguisher,     I  just  stayed 
at  ioy  desk  as  he  looKed  fox-  the  fire  extinguisher. 

statement  of   ATiOLF  C^.CCKITIT 
Q     (By  Captain  McCarthy)      v^/hat  is  yoa-  fmx  nmze?     A.  Adolf  Cecohln: 
q     How  old  are  you  ?       a.   45  years* 
Q     T.liere  do  you  resida?     A.  27    .isoonain  Avenue,   Somerville. 
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Q   Were  you  employed  at  tlie  Cocoanut  Grove  on  Hovember  28,  1942? 

A   Yes, 

Q   In  what  capacity  were  you  employed?  A*  As  a  waiter. 

(i   In  what  part  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove  did  your  duties  take  you 

that  night?   A.  In  the  Main  Dining  Room  on  the  Shawiaut  Street 

side  • 
Q,      Did  you  have  any  occasion  to  see  people  waiting  in  the  lobby 

for  seats?  A.   No,  it  is  a  little  bit  too  far  away*  I  had  no 

occasion  to« 
q   Vt/hat  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire?  A.  I  waiter 

who  was  lay  partner  happ^aed  to  be  downstairs  and  came  rushing 
upstairs  and  told  me  to  scram  because  there  was  a  fire  in  the 
Melody  Lounge,  I  turned  for  the  service  door  on  Shawaut  Street 
and  at  the  same  time  he  ran  to  open  the  exit.  I  ran  for  the 
door  and  it  was  closed.  I  tried  to  knock  it  down  with  a  plank 
but  it  was  hardr.  I  looked  at  the  dining  room  and  saw  the 
fire  and  smoke.  It  was  very  black  smoke  and  I  saw  a  red  glow. 

Q   ?Jho  infoimed  you  of  the  fire?  A*  Frank  Accursio  of  14  Paris 

Street,  Everett. 
Q   Was  he  working  in  the  Melody  Lounge  that  night?  A.  Ho,  he  was 

working  with  one. 
<l      How  many  people  were  present  that  night  in  the  «itire  Cocoanut 

Grove?  A.  I  don't  know. 
Q   Was  there  anything  unusual?  A.  iTust  like  every  Saturday  night. 
Q   V/as  it  overcrowded?  A.  No. 

Q   How  many  people  were  in  the  Melody  Lounge?  A.  I  don^t  know. 
Q   Were  you  in  the  Melody  Loiinge  at  any  time?  A.  No. 
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0,  While  going  to  the  icitehon  for  your  food  and  while  going  to  tha 
bar  for  your  liquor,  did  you  experience  any  difficulty  in 
returning  to  the  tables?   A*  Ho. 

^  Bom  auoh  space  between  the  isles  and  tables?  A.  24  or  30  inches 
in  the  isles* 

Q,    Was  there  any  difference  in  the  space  between  the  tables  then 

as  compared  with  any  other  night?  A.  No. 
Q  W€L3   there  anything  different  between  that  night  and  other 

Saturday  nights?  A.  The  same  as  Saturday  nights. 
H  It  wasn't  overcrowded?  A.  I  don^t  think  so. 
Q  Was  there  a  crowd?  A.  A  regular  Saturday  night  crowd. 
q  Could  you  have  aceocuiiodated  or  have  given  seats  to  more   people 

if  they  had  arrived?  A.  Yes,  Another  twenty  people.  On  the  left 

hand  side. 

.0 Statement  of  SUSOSL  &OIi)BEBG 

Q  (By  Captain  McCarthy)  V/hat  is  your  full  name?  A.  Saiaiel 

Goldberg* 
Q  How  old  are  you?  A.  41  years  old. 
Q  Where  do  you  reside?  A.  The   Eotel  Broadway. 
^  What  is  your  occupation?  A.  Bartender. 
^  Wliere  were  you  employed  on  November  28 »  1942?  A.  In  the 

Caricature  Bar  of  the  Uain  Dining  Room  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove. 
Q  For  how  long  have  you  been  eiaployed  here?  A.  Six  years. 
^  Where  were  you  at  the  time  of  the  fire?  A.  Qn  the  bar. 

Q  How  did  you  first  learn  of  a  fire?  A.  The  Caricature  Bar  is 
located  on  the  main  floor  raised  up  froa  the  dining  rocs^* 
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I  haard  a  comaotton  and  l|>oked  arotind.  I  saw  a  flame  shoot  r%p^ 
out  of  the  Itielody  Lounge.  The  cashier  and  bartender  hed  cone 

out* 
c-  Did  you  notice  how  many  people  were  there  that  night? 

A  Sure • 

q,    How  laany  were  there?  -vould  you  say  it  was  a  usual  crowd  or  a 

large  crowd?  A*  A  usual  Saturday  night  business* 
Q  Were  there  people  around  the  bar?  A»  About  five  ^apty  seats 

at  ay  bar.  The  show  was  about  to  go  on* 
Q  Were  there  any  vacant  tables?  A*  I  could  not  tell  you*  I  talce 

care  of  lay  bar* 
Q  Were  you  in  a  position  to  determine  anything  unusual  about  that 

night?  In  attendance  I  mean?  A*  It  was  a  regular  attendance* 
^  Were  any  chairs  at  the  tables  unoccupied?  A*  I  could  not  tell 

you* 
Q  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  going  throu^  the  isles?  A*  No, 

I  could  not  see  that* 
<i  Wltet  would  you  say  about  it  from  what  you  could  see?  A*  I  was 

busy* 
Q,    How  many  people  were  there  that  nigiht?  A.  'Kiero  are  three 

different  rooms*  I  could  not  tell  you. 
^    Do  you  know  the  seating  capacity  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove?  A*  Ho* 
Q  Tou  did  say  there  were  five  or  six  seats  vacant  at  your  bar? 
A  Yes.  ' 

q  IBhen?  A*  At  about  10:15* 
<l    Which  way  did  you  leave  the  Cocoanut  Git5ve?  A*  Through  the 

Broadway  entrance,  the  Hew  Coclctail  Lounge  built  two  or  three 

weeks  ago* 
Q  What  caused  the  fire?  A*  I  don*t  know* 
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Q  Do  you  icnow  anything  ebout  the  draperies  and  fabric  on  the 
ceilings?  A.  No» 
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Q  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  any  of  the  fabric  was  sprayed  with 

a  solution  I'or  fireproofing?  A.  I  don*t  know. 
Q  Did  you  ever  hear  it  discussed?  A*  Ho. 
Q  Have  you  ever  received  instructions  about  leaving  the  Cocoanut 

Grove  in  the  event  of  fire?  A.  Ho» 
Q  Do  you  Icnow  whether  or  not  there  were  fire  extingui^ers  or 

pails  of  sand  to  extinguish  fires?  A.  Tes,  in  the  kitchen. 
(^    Any  other  part?  A.  I  don*t  know.  I  used  to  sit  in  the  kitchen 

and  the  extinguisher  is  in  front  of  you  on  the  post. 
Q  Have  you  Qver  had  occasion  to  refuse  any  persons  because  they 

were  minors?  A.  Plenty. 
q.    Have  you  ever  received  instructions  in  that  respect?  A.  from  the 

boss,  Barney  V/elanski  and  the  manager »  Jack  Groldfein. 
q  What  is  his  position?  A.  Wine  Stewart. 
Q  They  instructed  you?  A.  Yes. 
Q  Were  any  other  bartenders  instructed?  A.  Yes.  Lately,  during 

the  past  six  or  seven  months  there  seeiaysd  to  be  a  younger  crowd 

coming  in,  and  I  have  refused  many  of  them. 
Q  Did  you  have  oeeasion  to  refuse  liquor  to  anybody  that  night? 
A  I  think  I  did  refus*  a  couple  of  people.  Of  course,  we  oan*t 

tell  their  age  but  if  we  are  in  doubt,  we  don^t  serve  them. 
Q   Do  you  know  who  was  working  in  the  Melody  Lounge?  A.  Three 

bartenders  in  the  Melody  Lounge.  One  boy  is  gone, 
q   vmo  is  that?   A.  Paul  Mikalonis. 

<^      Who  was  waiting  on  the  floor  that  night?  A.  I  don*t  know. 
Q   Do  you  know  how  laany  waiters  would  be  in  the  Melody  Lounge? 
A   I  don*t  know,  they  were  shifted  around. 
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Q   Have  you  any  facts  or  information  that  would  assist  the  Boston 
Police  Department  in  their  investigation  of  this  fire?  A.  No. 
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Stateiaent  of  /il^TEUR  ERCQLIIIS 
Q  (By  Captain  McCarthy)   IThat  is  your  full  name?  A.  Arthur 

Erooline • 
Q  Where  do  you  reside?  A.  84  Grant  Street,  Somervllle* 
Q  How  old  are  you?  A,  51  years • 

Q  Wtere  you  employed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  Hovemher  28,  1942? 
A   Yes,  as  a  waiter. 
Q   Were  you  working  on  that  evening?  A.  I  was  in  the  front  of  the 

dance  floor* 
Q   How  long  have  you  been  employed  as  a  waiter?  A.  IE  years. 
Q   How  did  you  first  icnov/  there  was  a  fire?  A.  I  was  in  the  kitohex. 

at  the  time  getting  food  for  jay  party.  One  of  the  boys  from  the 

Melody  Lounge  said  there  was  a  fire.  He  was  about  45  years  old 
and  was  with  glasses.  He  ran  back  looking  for  a  fire  extinguish€|r. 
Q  He  came  in,  asked  for  an  extinguisher  and  then  left  the  kitchen? 

A  Yes. 

Q  He  did  not  have  the  extinguisher  the  first  time?  A.  Ho* 
Q  Kow  much  time  elapsed  between  the  first  and  second  tiiae?  A.  One 
minute.  I  told  him  it  was  right  here  and  addressed  my  remarks 

to  everybody  in  the  kitchen  at  the  time.  Cooks  and  cashier. 
Q  In  what  part  of  the  kitchen  was  the  extinguisher?  A.  Right  in 

the  center  of  the  kitchen  on  a  past. 
Q  Did  he  reraove  it  himself?  A.  He  took  it. 
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Q,  Bid  you  see  him  with  the  fire  extinguisher?  A,  I  told  him   321) 


to  take  it* 
^  Did  you  see  him  take  It?  A*  Ho» 
«i  DO  you  know  who  r«Bioved  it?  A«  Ho. 

q  Did  you  see  hin  leaTe  the  kitchen  with  anything?  ,>J^  Ho. 
Q.  After  you  said  ♦'here's  the  fire  emtlnguisher**  did  you  watch 

to  see  if  he  took  it?  A»  Ho» 
^  Do  you  know  if  the  fire  extinguisher  was  taken  by  anyone? 
A  I  don't  know.  I  went  on  and  got  my  order. 
Q  Then  v^at  did  you  do?  A.  I  didn't  even  get  ay  order.  They 

eame  back  and  there  was  a  puff  of  black  smoke  and  everybody 

got  excited. 

Q  VQiat  Is  the  naiae  of  the  person  who  asked  for  the  fire  extinguisher? 
A  I  don't  know* 

Q  What  Is  his  position?  A.  A  waiter  in  the  laolody  Lounge. 
Q  How  old  was  he?  A.  A  man  about  45  years  old. 
Q  How  long  did  he  work  there?  A.  Off  and  on. 
Q  Did  you  leave  the  kitchen  at  any  time?  A.  The   first  ^ing  I 

saw  was  this  heavy  aauoke. 
Q,  Did  you  know  the  extent  of  the  fire?  A>  Ho. 
Q  Did  you  go  out  into  the  Melody  Lounge  to  find  out  what  it  was? 
A  No. 

Q  How  laany  people  were  there  that  night?  A.  The  usual  crowd. 
Q  Were  there  any  vacant  tables  or  chairs?  A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q  IVhile  you  were  there  taking  food,  did  you  notice  chairs  that 

were  unoccupied  by  guests?  A.  No. 
q  How  many  tables  were  assigned  to  you?  A.  Five. 
q  Did  you  have  any  tcoubiie  getting  to  different 
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^  Did  you  hav8  any  trouble  bringing  food  or  liquors?  A.  No, 
^  Was  the  Cocoanut  Grove  filled  beyond  its  copeoity?  A»  I  could 

not  tell  you*  I  Just  took  care  of  ay  own  tables  to  see  that 

nobody  walked  out*  * 

(^  Did  any  persons  walk  out  without  paying  the  check?  A.  Ho, 
Q  Eow   long  did  you  r«aain  after  being  informed  there  was  a  fire? 
A  Stooke  starts  to  fill  the  kitchen  and  the  first  thing  I  knew 

I  was  near  the  service  bar*  The  lights  went  out.  I  went  out 

the  back  way  througli  the  ShaTsaaut  Street  entrance* 
(^  Did  you  have  any  trouble  in  getting  out?  A.  Yes. 

Q  In  what  v?ay?  A.  People  were  going  out  and  they  all  got  up  the 

stairs.  The  stairs  were  three  feet  wide.  Ifeen  they  got  up  the 

stairs  to  the  top  they  found  it  locked  and  they  came  back  and 
pushed  xme   back  in  the  kitchen.  I  was  half  way  up  to  the  dining 

room  and  people  came  down  and  pushed  me  back  again.  Prom  there 

the  lights  went  out.  I  started  to  shake  and  holler.  I  had  a 

napkin  and  wet  it  and  put  it  over  my   eyes* 
(^  Bow  did  you  get  out?  A.  I  went  out  through  the  back  passage 

through  the  Shawaut  Street  side.  I  do  not  remeEtber  hovj   I  got 

out  nor  hov.'  long  it  took  me. 
Q  Eave  you  any  idea  how  much  time  elapsed  from  the  tiiae  you  left 

the  kitchen  to  the  tiiae  you  went  out  of  the  exit  on  Bhawmut  Street 
A  I  don't  know. 

Q  You  don't  know  whether  you  caioe  through  a  door  or  window? 
A  That's  right. 
C^  \{hy7     A.  I  don't  reueaber. 

^  V/ere  you  conscious? 
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A   I  was  dazed ♦ 

q,       neT9   you  waUfeing  or  running?  A«  Walking* 

Q  Did  you  go  out  on  your  own,  or  did  somebody  assist  you? 

A   I  don*t  remember* 

vi,  Vvhere  \7ere  you  when  the  lights  v/ent  out?  A«  In  tlje  Icitchen. 

^  lio  you  Jaiow  i«^hat  caused  the  fire?  A.  I  don*t  know* 

Ci  Have  you  any  information  or  facts  that  would  assist  us  in  the 

investigation  of  this  case?  A»  I  have  not* 

q  Because  of  the  lights  having  gone  out,  and  because  of  the 

excitement,  your  memory  is  not  clear  on  just  what  occurred? 

A  YeSf  that*s  right* 

Statei^nt  of  HBHRIETTA  R*  HUSSmX 
Q   (By  Captain  McCarthy)  IVhat  is  your  full  name? 

A  Henrietta  R*  Russell* 

Q  iVhere  do  you  live?  A*  600  Hopfolk  Street,  Mattapan* 

q  You  live  there  with  your  family?  A*  Yes* 

q  Vihat  is  your  occupation?  A.  Chorus  girl* 

q  ??here  are  you  employed?  A*  Was  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove* 

Q  For  how  long  a  period  of  time  were  you  employed  there? 

A  Siz  months* 

Q  What  was  your  salary?  A*  |89*70. 

Q  Who  employed  you  as  a  chorus  girl?  A.  Buster  KJahn. 

q  What  is  his  position?  A*  Dance  director* 

q  Were  you  working  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  Saturday ,  Hfoveoiber 

28,  1942?  A.  Yes* 

Q  T^at  time  did  you  report  for  work?  A.  7:00  o* clock* 
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q  When  did  you  first  learn  of  a  fire?  A.  About  10:15.         *  "^ 

Q  Where  were  you?  A.  In  the  dressing  room* 

q  Preparing  to  go  on  for  a  show?  A*  Yes. 

q  How  did  you  reeeive  the  information?  A»  We  heard  the  fire 

engines* 

Q  Where  is  the  dressing  room  located?  A*  On  the  seeoM  floor  on 
Shawrnut  Street. 

q  VVhat  is  on  the  second  floor?  A*  Our  dressing  room  end  the  boys* 
dressing  rooM.  Ail  the  acts  are  on  that  floor.   There  are  two 
rooiiis.  The  boys  have  one  rooxa  and  leading  from  the  boys'  room 
is  an  anteroom  where  the  principals  dress-  A  little  way  down 
is  another  room  v;here  the  girls  dress* 

q  Tou  were  in  this  room  \%'hen   the  fire  started?  A*  Tes. 

q  T»'hat  happened  then?   A*  We  heard  the  fire  engines  and  we  all 
sat  on  the  table  not  bothering  to  get  up*  One  of  the  girls 
lifted  up  the  v/indoiv  to  see  where  the  fire  engines  were  going* 
We  heard  the  breaking  of  glass  and  one  of  the  girls  yelled, 
"it's  here*"  V/e  opened  the  door  and  saw  gcaoke  coming  up  the 
stairs.  V/e  ran  back  into  the  dressing  room  and  looked  out  of 
the  windov*'  yelling*  One  of  the  chorus  boys  opened  the  door  and 
told  us  to  hold  our  hands  over  our  mouths  and  follow  him.  Scsa© 
of  the  girls  sliayed  up  there  and  v/ere  calling  to  the  firemen  to 
get  them.  One  girl  jumped  out  of  the  window* 

Q  vThat  is  her  name?  A*  Claudia  Boyle. 

Q  Did  she  receive  £iny   injuries?  A*  She's  in  bed  now  suffering 

froiii  shock*  Somebody  broke  her  fall. 
Q,  Did  you  receive  any  injuries?  A*  Ho* 
Q  You  did  participate  in  one  shov/?  A*  The  7:45  show* 
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Q  \Vhen  was  that  over?  A.  In  55  minutes.  833 

^  V^en  you  were  doinp  the  show  that  evening,  would  that  give 
you  a  view  as  to  how  roany  people  ^.fere  in  tho  Cocoanut  Grove? 

A  Yes  ♦ 

Q  Would  you  say  that  the  crowd  was  the  usual  crowd  or  a  large 

crov/d  or  was  it  overcrcjwded?  A,  It  was  a  large  crowd  for  a 

first  show, 
Q  Were  there  any  vacant  chairs?  A.  Tes* 

Q  Where  did  you  observe  the  vacant  chairs,  at  tables  or  at  the  bar? 
A  At  tables  and  at  the  bar. 

Q  Eow  mahy  tables  did  you  notice  had  chairs  that  were  unoccupied? 
A  I  don't  know. 
Q  When  you  say  at  the  bar,  v/Iriioh  bar  do  you  mean?  A.  The  Carieatur  j 

Bar. 
..Q,     In  ooiiing  from  your  dressing  roon,  tell  ae  how  you  would  go. 

A  V/6  wou|id  pass  by  some  tables. 

Q  Did  you  have  any  difficulty?  A.  No. 

(^    How  much  space  was  there  between  the  isles?  A.  About  four  feet. 

Q,  Can  you  estimate  how  lauch  of  a  crowd  there  was?  A.  It  is  Icind  of 

hard  to  tell.  All  I  know  is  that  it  was  a  good  crowd  for  a  first 

show. 
Q  Were  any  people  waiting  to  be  seated?  A.  No,  not  at  that  time. 
Q  From  the  tine  you  returned  from  the  dressing  rocm  after  the  first 

shew,  did  you  have  occasion  to  cone  down  into  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 
A   After  the  first  show,  I  got  dressed  and  went  out. 

q  'fc/hat  time  was  th.at?  A.  9:00  o'clock. 

q,    WoL^t   time  did  you  have  to  return?  A.  I  had  to  be  back  by  9:30. 

Q  Did  you  nave  any  occasion  to  go  through  the  dining  room?  A.  Tes 
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Q  Did  you  have  ajij   difficulty?  A*  "rVhea  I  cane  bacX  I  had  more 

difficulty  than  T»hen  I  had  gone  out. 

f 
q  -That  do  you  mean  by  difficulty?   A.  \Velicing  sideways  between 

the  tables.  Goninf?  back  the  rope  was  up. 
Q  Did  you  get  by  the  rope?  A.  Yes. 
q    Did  you  have  any  difficulty  after  you  got  by  the  rope?  Ai  No. 

Around  10:00  ©•clock,  I  had  to  answer  a  phone  call  and  had  so 

much  4iff iculty  in  getting  by  that  I  had  to  go  by  the  people  on 

the  dance  floor. 
Q  VJho  was  at  the  rope?  A.  Frank  Balzarini  (now  deceased). 

Q,    Anybody  assisting  hla?  A.  Charlie  ilitchell. 

Q,     vVhat  was  his  position?  A.  Assistant  Head  V/aiter. 

Q  Anybody  else?  A.  No.  I  savi   the  croY?d  standing  back  of  the  rope 

and  I  went  around  the  bar. 
Q  You  could  not  go  throur-h  the  rope?  A.  Ko* 
Q  You  went  through  the  bar?  A*  Yes. 
Ci  Was  that  the  Caricature  Bar?  A*  Yes. 
Q  That  lead  to  where?  A.  "Hike   Main  Dining  Room. 
Q  ^ere  then  did  you  go?  A.  I  walked  along  the  sides  to  the 

dressing  rocxa. 
Q  Did  you  observe  any  unoccupied  tables  or  chairs  at  tables  where 

no  one  was  sitting?  A.  I  reiaeiaber  seeing  a  few  chairs  where 

nobody  vms   seated. 
Ci  Do  ^ou  know  whether  those  chairs  were  occupied?  A.  Iliey  might 

have  been  by  people  dancing. 
^     Was  the  orchestra  plai'ing?  A.  Yes. 
Q  V;as  this  a  regular  crowd  or  was  it  overcrowded?  A.  I  don't  ae 

it  was  overcrowded,  beeause  they  have  a  good  crowd  every 
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^   Did  waiters  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  along  to  their 
tables?  A.  1  have  seen  them  lauch  worBS.  I  don't  ssiy   it  v^as 
overcra.vded ,  but  I  would  gay  it  was  a  large  crowds 

Q   Were  people  waiting  outside  the  rope  to  come  in  for  a  table? 

A   Yes,  thjit  happens  every  Saturday  night, 

Q   You  did  not  receive  any  infuries?  A.  Ko. 

Stateixient  of  PR0GQPI3  M^  SPSDALIS 
q   (By  Captain  i^Cartiiy)  V/hat  is  your  naiiio?  A.  Procopis  M» 

Spedalis. 
Q   Where  do  you  live?  A,  37  Paul  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

q,       How  old  are  you?  A,  53. 

(i   la/liat  is  your  occupation?  A.  I  v/orked  in  the  kitchen  at  the 

Coooanut  Grove. 
Q   For  how  long?  A.  9  years. 
Q   For  this  would  you  enter  the  kitchen  of  the  Cocoanut  Grove 

thraagh  the  StoaMOUt  Street  door?  A.  Yes. 
Q   You  would  stay  in  the  kitchen  until  you  got  through  v.ork? 
A   Yes.  laly   liours  were  froaa  3:00  to  1:00. 
Q   You  would  never  leave  the  kitchen?  A.  Ho* 
q   VJhen  the  fire  started,  did  you  see  anybody  come  in  the  kitchen 

looking  for  an  extinguisher?  A.  Harry. 

Q   Ysfhat  is  his  position?  A.  He  worked  in  the  Melody  Lounge. 

Q   You  don't  know  how  the  fir©  started?  A*  No. 

Q   rid  you  go  out  of  the  kitchen  to  see  where  the  fire  was? 
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A   All  I  saw  was  amoke. 
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Q,  You  picked  up  the  extinguisher?  k»   Yes* 

Q  How  iiiany  were  there?  A.  Tliere  were  two  extinguishers. 

Q  Bo  you  know  where  the  fire  atarted?  A.  Ilo, 

Q,  Did  you  use  the' fire  extinguisher?  A.  Yes. 

Q  Did  you  see  a  fire  in  ijie  kitchen?  A.  No,  all  I  could  see 

was  suioke,  I  played  it  on  the  smoke* 

Q  Why  didnH  you  go  into  the  Llelody  Lounge  vihexe   the  fire  was? 

A  It  was  Yery   dark* 

Q  Did  you  talk  v/ith  any  persons  as  to  how  the  fir©  started? 

A  No* 

Q  Did  you  talk  with  a  Stanley  Totiassewski?  A*  ITo. 

q  How  muny   people  cane  in  looking  for  a  fire  extinguisher? 

A  Only  that  one  person* 

Q  You  don't  knovj  how  the  fire  started?     A*  ITo* 
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Stateioent  of  WILLIAM  C^  VjlTim   (additional) 
q  (By  Captain  k^oCarthy)  V;hat  is  your  ncme?  A.  v;illiaiu  C.  Payne* 
Q  VvHere  do  you  live?  A.  89  Park  Drive,  Boston,  Mass. 
Q,    What  suite?  A.  Suite  17. 

q,    How  old  are  you?  A.  43  years  on  December  2nd. 
Qi     Coining  to  NoTeiaber  ?,8,  1S42,  were  you  employed  at  the  Cocoanut 

Grove  on  that  date?  A.  Yes. 
Q  How  long  have  you  been  employed  there?  A*  Two  months  before 

Kickey  Alpcrt  came.  He  was  there  three  yeers  and  a  half* 
Q  >1aat  tiiae  did  you  report  for  work  on  the  ni^Tht  of  November  2ett 
g     7:00  o'clock* 

Q  Your duties  as  a  singer  would  expire  at  what  time? 
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A  It.^O  in  the  morning.  ^1*7 

Q  In  your  own  way  tell  me  when  you  first  learned  of  a  fire, 

what  you  observed »  what  you  did  with  reference  to  the  fire, 

up  until  the  time  you  left  the  Cocoanut  Grove* 
A  On  the  ringside  the  tables  run  A  B  C  D,  four  big  tables  facing 

the  band  and  floor  shoiv.  There's  another  row  on  the  dance  floor. 

!Hiere  ■vms   another  table  vacant  v/here  a  party  had  just  gone  out. 

It  is  just  about  floor  show  tiiae  and  idiokey  Alpeit  asks  a©  to 
sing  the  National  Anthea  because  that's  the  first  thing  that 
happens  just  before  we   put  the  floor  show  en.  Alpert  v/as  tired 
and  we  slid  into  the  chairs  vacated  by  the  couple  that  had  just 
been  there.  We  yepped  for  a  couple  of  minutes.  Ho  said  "I've 
got  to  go  up  on  the  terrace  to  meet  Buck  Jones."  Tou  knovi   what 
he  does,**  I  said.  **It's  getting  late  and  we've  an  11:15 
broadcast.  He  said  that  was  right.  He  turned  when  some  man 

man  called.  His  ntme   was  Harry  Asher,  now  deceased,  and  he 
,  asked  cie  to  have  a  drink.  I  said  that  it  was  too  late  and  Alpert 

turned  and  left  me.  I  don't  know  whethor  he  left  for  the  terrace 
I  finished  mjf   conversation  with  Asher  and  turned  about  when  I 
heard  glass  crashing  at  the  bar. 
Q  V/here?  A.  The  big  bar.  The  Caricature  Bar.  The  thought  flashed 
in  loy  mind  that  the  B.  C.  and  Koly  Cross  players  or  rooters  had 
a  fight  about  the  football  game.  So  I  started  to  run  from  there 
to  the  front  of  the  room  and  along  the  passageway.  As  I  started 
to  go  there  I  saw  this  terrific  ball  of  yellovi»  or  white  flame 
come  surging  past  the  check  roon,  past  the  revolving  door,  past 

the  two  telephone  booths  in  the  lobby.  It  came  in  on  a  whish 
like  a  big  billow.  I  could  see  soiae  guy  in  the  lobby  v/ith  a 


fire  axtingulslier  and  I  started  to  go  to  the  front  of  th«  H'lfi 
$MB.t     Bie  people  all  aurgod  tovmrd  m».     I  tried  to  oalB  them 
by  telling  them  there  was  an  entrance  on  Shaimut  Street  big 
enough  to  get  "Brass  Mwtoy"  In.  aey  slaaswd  as  against  the 
Iron  grill  work  in  the  tsrraee  and  tept  pushing  me  baok.  The 
smoke  was  eoalng  in  pretty  much  and  there  was  a  dry  sharp  acrid 
taste  in  ay  throat  which  closed  my  throat  up.  Hear  the  kitchen 
door  there  was  a  bus  boy  trying  to  kick  in  a  window.  There 
are  three  or  four  set  in  boxes  with  a  grlU  work  to  give  the 
impression  of  a  house.  It  is  supposed  to  represent  a  Spanish 
Patio  and  those  windows  gave  the  effect  of  house  lights 
coming  from  the  window.  So.  I  dragged  the  bus  boy  away,  and 
told  hla  to  come  with  m   down  the  kitchen.  X  didn't  know 
whether  or  not  the  kitchen  was  on  fire  because  it  is  all  con- 
crete down  there,  ae  people  followed  me  past  the  girl  who 
Checks  the  food  in  end  out  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs.  It  was 
three  quarters  filled  with  smoke  blowing  in  from  the  Melody 
Lounge.  I  got  two  or  three  whiffs  of  the  aiaoke  so  I  thought 
the  best  thing  I  could  do  was  to  get  low.  I  pulled  out  a 
handkerchief  and  on  the  left  was  a  dish  washing  machine,  so 
I  dipped  it  in  and  tola  the  others  to  do  the  same.  Meanwhile 
somebody  is  yelling  to  get  keys  for  the  kitchen  door.  1  knew 
it  was  looked,  so  I  stayed  where  I  was.  Somebody  was  yelling 
about  the  ice  box  and  I  told  everybody  to  get  in  the  ice  chest. 
1  knew  the  fireman  were  not  far  off.  so  we  got  on  the  floor. 
Meanwhile  the  smoke  settled  and  got  down  plenty  low.  it  was 
all  in  what  seemed  like  a  year,  but  was  probably  ten  minutes. 
I  said  -this  is  it"  and  I  started  to  say  my   Hall  Mary's. 
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Meanwiiile  the  door  upstairs  was  slashed.  When  I  heard  thoTJ^J^ 

door  open,  I  knew  the  passageway  was  free  so  I  yelled  to 

everybody  to  follow  me.  The   place  was  thick  and  black  and  I 

couldnH  see  much*  I  heard  thrashing  around  in  the  kitchen. 

After  that  I  told  them  to  follow  xae  and  I  stiaabled  along  and 

got  up  the  stairs.  A  fireman  began  pulling  people  out  of  the 

doors  <m  a  forty-five  degree  angle  and  they  pulled  las  out  of 

the  place.  Some  woman  was  hanging  onto  ms"   coat  tail*  M^ 

reaction  on  the  street  then  was  to  lose  everything  in  jay 

stoiaaoh.  I  rid  ajyself  as  much  as  I  could  of  everything 

including  the  smoke*  I  set  Mickey  Alpert  with  a  woman *s 

white  coat  on  and  he  hugged  me^     I  thought  the  roof  would  be 

a  means  of  ridding  the  inside  of  fumes*  so  I  told  a  fireman 

to  get  a  button  ^ich  would  slide  back  the  roof*  I  tried  to 

once 
get  by  the  people  to  get  at  the  button  and  push  it/  but  I 

couldnH  get  back  in  any  more  because  three  or  four  fireman 
were  in  there  now#  When  you  press  the  button,  the  roof 
travels  on  roller  tracks  with  iron  chains.  The  roof  splits  in 
the  center  on  sprocket  chains  like  a  bie;role  chain.  Tou  can 
ovack  it  a  foot  or  two  feet,  or  let  it  go  all  the  way. 
Kr  thought  was  to  open  the  roof  and  centralize  the  flames  and 
have  one  main  draft,  but  it  did  not  work,  the  roof  would  not 
open.  The  two  firemen  were  in  the  doorway. 
Q  How  long  a  period  of  tim»  were  you  out  of  the  building  before 
you  went  in  to  press  that  button?  A.  Three  minutes. 

q,    You  went  in  with  the  assistance  of  a  fireman?  A.  I  went  in  on 
my  own. 

q  Which  entrance?  A.  Back  in  that  service  door  in  the  kitchen. 
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Q  What  did  you  do  then?  a*   I  pressed  tiie  button  three  or  four340 
tiioes  to  2^ke  sure  I  pressed  it*  Then  I  turned  around  and 
retraced  lay  way  out  the  door.  I  cliiabed  baeic  out* 

Q  IGiich  way?  A.  ^Itoough  the  service  door  again. 

Q  Were  you  talking  with  any  person  before  you  got  the  information 
that  the  fire  had  started?  A*  Before  I  really  saw  the  fire, 
I  w|s  talking  to  Asher*  I  turned  from  him  when  I  heard  th« 
crashes  of  glass. 

Q  In  the  capacity  of  singer,  you  had  access  to  the  floor.  Can 
you  tell  me  about  the  seating  capacity;  was  it  a  usual  croifd 
or  unusual?  A*  It  was  a  good  Saturday  night  crowd* 

Q  Were  there  any  unoccupied  seats?  A*  Yes,  a  table  for  four  or 
six  on  a  ringside  facing  the  ShaT«Eiut  Street  side* 

Q  How  many  tables  did  you  observe  that  were  not  occupied? 
A  Two  empty* 

Vt  Did  you  observe  how  they  were  around  the  Caricature  Bar? 

A  Funny  thing,  I  wasn't  downstairs  in  the  Melody  Lounge  that 
evening.  I  was  in  the  Hew  Lounge  early  in  the  evening  and 
there  wasnU  anybody  there  at  all.  Having  such  a  crowd  in  the 
Main  Dining  Room  and  having  to  keep  things  going,  I  didn^t  have 
a  chance  to  leave  the  liain  Dining  Room  all  evening* 

Q  Did  you  observe  people  standing  behind  the  rope  waiting  to  be 
admitted  to  seats?  A.  About  9:30  I  saw  six  or  eight  people. 
5?hey  put  the  rope  out  before  the  place  is  filled. 

q  Did  you  have  any  occasion  to  go  through  the  dining  room  that 
night  before  the  fire  started?  A.  "me  only  trip  I  made  was  at 
a  (quarter  to  eight  in  the  Hew  Lounge.  Ten  or  twelve  people  were 
at  the  circular  bar.  Not  many  people  there  at  the  time. 
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ThQ   show  goes  on  and  runs  45  minutes*  At  8:45  I  had  njy  dinner 
on  the  ShavflEUt  Street  side,  and  meanwhile  the  band  v/ould  play. 
%  song  v;ould  cos©  and  I  would  sing  and  coine  back. 
Q  Do  you  know  the  seating  capacity?  A*  I  don't  know  the  seating 

capacity,  but  I  figure  it's  between  400  and  450. 
q  Can  you  e»tiiaat©  how  many  persons  were  there  at  the  time  of  the 
fire?  A-  Over  400  in  the  dining  room  and  125  around  the  big 
Caricature  Bar*   I  could  not  see  behind  that.  The   bar  runs  in  a 
long  angle  and  people  can  sit  on  ail  sides  of  it. 
q  vmat  is  your  opinion,  Mr.  Payne,  with  reference  to  the  attendance 
at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  the  evening  of  November  28,  1942? 
How  did  they  compare  with  any  other  Saturday  evening? 
A  The  usual  Saturday  night  crowd  only  they  came  early  that  evening 

because  they  caiae  fi^m  the  football  geme. 
Q  would  you  say  that  it  was  taxed  to  its  capacity?  A,  Pretty  near. 
Q  Did  you  observe  any  unoccupied  tables?  A.  Just  those  two  that 
people  left. 

Q  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  soaie  people  left  for  dinner  and  then 
others  cazae  in  for  supper.  A.  ^Ehere  usually  is  a  turnover. 
150  would  have  dinner  and  leave. 
Q  From  what  you  could  observe,  would  you  say  that  the  employees, 
waiters,  bus  boys,  head  waiter,  Mr.  Alpert,  the  performers  and 
yourself  could  go  through  the  dining  room  without  any  difficulty? 
A   I  could  get  through  pretty  well.  Soraetiiaes  I  would  have  to  go 
behind  tables. 

Q  That  is  not  unusual?  A.  No# 

q,    would  people  leave  the  tables  in  the  Main  Dining  Rooa  and  be 
invited  to  go  down  to  the  ffelody  Lounge?  A.  Yes,  very  often. 
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^  Wduld  that  cause  a  extra  large  crowd  in  the  lielody  Lounge 

two  or  three  deep?  A«  Yes. 
Q,  Have  ^ou  ever  known  frosi  your  experience  in  there  on  any  occasion 
either  on  the  night  in ** question  or  any  <»ther  evening  where  the 
Cocoanut  Grov©  had  ever  seated  patr<ais  beyond  its  capacity  by 
putting  in  extra  chairs  and  tables?  A*  ?/e  have  had  eztra 
tables  on  the  dcmce  floor. 
Q,    Do  you  know  v^ether  there  were  any  extra  tables  and  chairs 
supplied  that  evening?  A.  There  was  a  rov^  of  tables  on  the 
dance  floor.      tet«# 
Q,    Would  you  say  that  the  night  in  question  varied  frora  any  other 

Saturday  night?  A.  I  don't  think  so,  honestly. 
Q  Tou  felt  it  v/as  the  ordinary  Saturday  night  crowd?  A.  Yes. 
Q  Bid  you  observe  the  rope  up?  A.  Yes. 

Q  How  laany  people  were  behind  that  rope  Just  before  the  fire? 
A  I  saw  about  15  or  20  people  standing  in  the  lobby  waiting  to 
be  admitted.  If  hs  did  not  have  a  table  he  (the  head  waiter) 
would  not  admit  anyone  in  the  room. 
q  What  is  the  seating  capacity  of  the  whole  house?  A.  I  don^t 
know.  I  figure  it's  around  800  people.  If  you  broke  the  room 
up;  I  mean  the  table  arrangements,  you  could  possibly  put  500 
in  the  main  floor. 
Q  Did  you  sit  at  a  table  j^st  before  the  fire?  A.  That  was  a 

vacant  table  that  holds  four  chairs, 
q  Eow  long  were  you  at  that  table?  A.  3  or  4  minutes. 
q.    Did  you  both  gat  up  at  the  sane  time?  A.  The   floor  show  was 
about  to  go  onl 

q  Are  you  faciillar  with  the  fixtures  and  setup  of  the  lielody  Lounge | 
A   It  is  a  sort  of  circular  bar. 
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Q,  Ar©  there  any  drai>es  or  fabric  on  the  Gelling?  A.  There  is  a   * 

blue  silky  ceiling  to  give  a  night  effect. 
Q  Are  there  any  palm  trees  in  the  Melody  Lounge?  A.  There  are 

palm  trees  that  are  set  in  a  tub« 
(«  How  many?  A*  One  in  each  corner  of  the  room*  Four» 
Q  Are  there  any  more  than  four?  A.  I  don't  know* 
Q  Do  you  know  whether  those  palm  trees  or  fabrics  on  the  ceiling 

or  any  other  fabrics  upstairs  in  the  main  floor  has  ever  been 

sprayed  with  a  fireproof ing  solution?  A.  I  don't  know, 
Q  Bid  you  hear  any  discussion  of  fireproof  ing?  A«  I  nwver  heard 

any  discussion  of  fireproof ing  since  I  was  there. 
q  If  that  were  done,  it  would  be  in  the  daytime?  A.  Yes,  or  possib|ly 

on  Sundays. 
q  Dldyou  ever  work  Stmdsys?  A.  Once  in  a  t^^ile  when  we  got  a 

permit  to  have  a  Sunday  night  gathering. 
Q,  Did  you  receive  any  injuries  in  the  fire?  A*  No  other  than 

SEioke  Inhallation. 
Q  With  patrons  celling  and  going,  and  with  waiters  and  bus  boys 

moving  around*  was  there  ample  space  in  the^sles  to  go  along 

without  any  difficulty  or  was  there  any  obstruction.  That  is, 

did  you  observe  any  difficulty  in  their  movements?  A.  Sometimes, 

they  had  to  tell  somebody  to  get  out  of  the  way.  Somebody  might 

stop  in  the  aisle  to  talk. 
%  Could  two  people  pass  each  other  in  the^sle?  A.  Yes,  the  dsle 

is  three  feet  wide. 
q,     Have  you  inf orjuation  that  will  assist  the  Boston  Police  Departmenjfe 

in  the  investigation  of  this  fire?  A.  The  only  infoimatlon  I 

could  give  you  is  that  I  iidn't  see  any  fire  extinguishers  on 
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the  main  floor.  Drunks  might  pick  them  up*  They  did  pick  ^^^^ 
up  the  stone  ^ars* 
Q   Hhese  receptacles  were  used  for  the  disposal  of  cigarette  stubs? 

A   Yes. 

Q   W^re  there  any  fire  extinguishers  in  the  Melody  Lounge? 

A   I  don't  know,  jay  job  was  to  sing  in  the  place* 

^   W«r©  there  any  other  receptacles  for  the  deposit  of  cigarette 

stubs?  A*  No,  just  the  sand-filled  receptacles* 

(^      How  many  of  those  in  the  Melody  Lounje?  A,  I  never  noticed* 

q   Do  you  know  the  seating  capacity  of  the  Melody  Lounge, 

A   I  think  about  1B5  people. 

StaUgaat  of  CHa?:rg5  PAUL  LUKALONIS 

Q  (By  Captain  l^Carthy)  What  is  your  full  name?  A.  Charles  Paul 

Mikalonis. 
Q  Tou  are  known  as  Charlie  Mitchell?  A.  Yes. 

Q  Are  you  laarried?  A.  Yes. 

q  How  old  are  you?  A.  33  years* 

q  »Vhat  is  your  occupation?   A.  Assistant  Head  'Jaiter,  at  the 

Cocoanut  Grove. 
q  Wore  you  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  the  evening  of  Hoveciber  28, 

194E?  A.  Yes. 
q  What  tine  did  you  report  for  work?  A.  4:00  o'clock. 
Q  Have  you  i^ny   knawledge  as  to  hovj  the  fire  started? 
A  The  only  thing  I  can  tell  you  is  what  happened.  X  was  standing 

and  some  people  came  by  in  the  lobby*  I  heard  a  hissing  sound 

from  the  Melody  Lounge* 
Q  Were  there  any  vacant  chairs  that  night?  A.  Yes. 
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About  10:00  o'cloeJc  there  \mre  vacant  tables.  «'^45 

Q    How  many?     A.  I  v;ould  not  be  able  to  tell  you* 

Q     Were  there  any  people  waiting  outside  the  rope?  A.  I  don't  Imow. 
Q    Bid  you  notice  any  difference  that  nieJit  with  reference  to  the 

crowd?     A*  An  ordinary  Satixrday  ni^^ht  cro^» 
q    Was  it  overcro^vded?     A.   I  would  not  say  ;Just  figuring  on  the 

dining  roon. 
Q    Did  the  waiters,  bus  boys  and  patrons  have  any  difficulty  in 

going  along  the  ^sles?     A»  No. 
Q    People  would  come  in  for  dinner  and  then  leave  t^nd  others  would 

come  in  for  supper?     A.  3onetiiaes  you  have  people  come  in  just 

for  a  couple  of  drinks  and  go  right  out. 
Q,  vmat  is  the  seating  capacity  of   the  Cocoauut  Grove?     A.  That  nighi 

we  had  about  375  in  the  dining  room* 

entire  .^.^ 

q    Do  you  imov/  the  o^iicity  of  the/Coooanut  Grove?    A.  2  donH  know.. 

q,    Did  you  notice  any  difrerenoe  in  the  crov/d  that  night  and  any 
other  Saturday  night?     A.  Regular  crowd* 

Q     In  assisting  Frank  Balzarini,  would  you  be  up  at  the  rope  where 
guests  were  waiting  and  would  you  notice  if  people  were  waiting 
to  be  assigned  to  tables?    A.  W  Job  is  to  seat  a  party,  pull 
up  a  chair  and  then  go  back  again  to  take  another  party. 

Q    Bid  you  have  any  difficulty  in  getting  through?     A.  None  whatso- 
ever. 

q    Did  you  go  through  the  Melody  Lounge  that  evening?     A.  I  don»t 
remember. 


Q    Do  they  serve  food  in  the  Ilolody  lounge? 

sandi»vlch.     Ho  dinner  cr  supper. 
Q     The  Iteiody  Lounge  was  used  x'or  drinking? 


A.  If  they  want  a 


A,  Yes. 
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q  I>o  you  imow  how  the  fire  started?  A.  Wo.  «>4f> 

Q  Have  you  any  infonaation  of  value  to  the  Boston  Police  Department? 
A  Ho« 
'  Q  FroBi  your  observations  over  nine  years,  have  you  noticed  anything 

different  or  unusuai  between  Saturday,  Noveiaber  £8,  194S,  and 

any  other  Saturday  evening?  a.  It  was  just  an  ordinary  Saturday 

night  crowd. 
Q,    Were  there  any  vacant  chairs  at  the  Caricature  Bar?  A.  I  don't 

know.  We  were  busy  at  that  time  talcing  care  of  the  dining  room. 
^q.    In  yo\ir  opinion,  the  crowd  was  a  usual  Saturday  night  crowd? 
A  I  "^9uld  not  say  it  was  overcrowded  in  the  dining  room. 
Q  V/ould  you  say  it  was  a  regular  Saturday  night  crowd?  A.  Tes. 
Q  Did  the  crowd  hinder  the  bus  boys  and  waiters?  A.  Ho. 
Q  Could  the  bus  boys  and  waiters  go  about  their  duties  7/ithout 

any  hindrance?  A.  Yes. 
Q  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  how  many  people  were  waiting  to  be 

assigned  to  chairs?  A.  I  don't  know. 
Q  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  were  any  fire  drills  or  fire 

instructions?  A.  Hot  to  my  knowledge. 
(^    Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  materials  or  fabrics  were  treated 

with  a  solution  for  fireproof ing?  A.  I  don't  know. 
Q  Did  you  know  Stanley  Tc»aaszewski?  A.  Just  to  talk  to. 
Q  Have  you  any  further  information?  A.  No. 

Statement  of  PAUL  HAG2D 
Q  (By  Captain  McCarthy)  Y/hat  is  your  name?  A.  Paul  Maged. 
Ci  How  old  are  you?  A.  E6. 
4  vaiere  do  you  live?  A.  82  Irving  St.,  Everett,  Mass. 
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^        :  xt   is  your  occupation?  A.  I  au  a  laucisio}!  in  lAickey  Alpert's 

orchestra,  a  truupot  plsLj^'or. 
Q  Tor  hov;  long  had  you  been  enployed  there?  A.  Sintje  the  middle 

of  August, 
Q  \Miat  tin©  did  you  report  for  work?  A,  6:45. 
^  You  were  there  at  the  t.liae  of  the  fire?  A.  Yes, 
Q  Do  you  kaov/  hov/  the  fire  started?  A,  iJo. 
^  'uhat  v/ere  you  doing  when  you  first  le^-imed  of  a  fire? 

A  V/e  "Vfer©  ready  to  p4a^'  the  Hutional  ..nthem. 

^  Did  you  notice  anything  unusual  about  the  crowd?  A.  It  was  a 

good  sized  Satui'daj'  night  crowd* 
Q  V*'8i»e  thmre   any  vacant  ojiairs?  A,  I  don^t  knoxt. 
q  Do  you  know  of  any  persons  waiting  behind  the  rope  to  be  seated? 
A  I  could  not  see  that  far, 

.}X. 

Q  Bould  you  say  tjie  crowd  was  any  different  from  any  other 

Saiiui'day  nigiit?  A.  It  v?a3  a  regular  Saturday  night  crowd, 
q  Could  waiters  and  bus  boys  go  about  their  duties  without  any 

hindrance?   A.  I  don't  kno^v. 
^    Have  you  any  knoi/ledg©  as  to  how  the  fire  started?  A,  I  don-t 

know. 
q  Were  there  any  vacant  chairs  at  the  bar?  A.  I  donH  know>  1  sat 

in  the  back  row, 
Q  Y/eis  it  a  regular  crowd  or  larger  than  usual?  A,  I  have  seen  it 

with  the  saiae  crowd  for  quite  a  fev;  Saturdays. 
Q  Did  you  observe  people  standing  up  looking  for  seats?  A.  Ho. 
<i  Have  you  an^-  inforciation  you  can  give  nie  in  this  case?  A.  J56. 
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The  following  statesents  were  made  to  Lieutenant  Louis 
DiSessa,  Homicide  Unit,  Bureau  of  Criminal  Investigation,  in 
the  presence  of  Harold  Kraus,   Stenographer. 


Police  Headquarters, 
Boston,  Mass. , 
December  10,  1942. 

States^nt  of  WALTJER  G.   MIKALONISt 

Q  (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)   What  is  your  full  naiae? 

A  Walter  G.  Mikalonis. 

Q  ?^ere  do  you  live?     A.     906  East  Broadway,   South  Boston. 

Q  What  is  your  occupation? 

A  I  am  captain  of  waiters  at  the  Latin  Quarter. 

Q  V/ere  you  eE5)loyed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 

A  I  was  there  during  the  month  of  August. 

<i  Were  you  em^lojed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  November  28th  of 

this  year?  A.     No,   sir. 

(i  Were  you  employed  there  the  night  of  the  fire? 

A  Ko,  sir. 

Q  Vfhere  were  you  the  night  of  the  fire? 

A  I  was  worldLng  at  the  Latin  Quarter. 

Q  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  fire? 

A  Ko,  I  don*t  know  anything  abcmt  the  fire. 

Q  Were  you  at  the  fire?  A.     Ho,   sir. 

Q,  Were  you  ever  employed  by  the  Cocoanut  Grove?       A.     Yes,  sir. 

<l  Who  employed  you  there?         A.     Frank  Balzarine,  the  head  wait,er 

q  When  was  that?     A.     That  was  the  first  v/eek  in  August,  or  it 

might  have  been  the  last  week  in  July, 
(i  Were  you  e2i5)loyed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove  during  the  month  of 

November?  A.     No,   sir. 


rJ 


Polio©  Head quarters/ 
Boston,  Mass, , 
December  11,  1942. 

Statement  of  SMXLXO  SCBACCO; 

Q  (By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)  Wliat  is  your  full  name? 

A  Sailio  Soracco, 

Q  Where  do  you  liv©?    A.     758  Blue  Hill  Avenue,  Dor  Chester. 

Q  What  is  your  occupation? 

A  I  was  a  bartender  at  the  Cocoaaut  Grove. 

Q  Tou  were  employed  by  the  Cocoanut  Grove?      A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q  Are  you  roarried?         A.     Yes,  sir. 

Q  Were  you  employed  by  the  Cocoanut  G^ove  on  November  E8th  of 

this  year?  A.     Yes,   sir. 

^  Were  you  ecrployed  in  the  main  dining  roaai? 

A  2^,  I  was  down  in  the  melody  lounge. 

Q  Working  at  the  bar?  A.     Yes,   sir. 

Q  V/hat  time  did  you  report  to  work  Saturday,  Kovember  28th? 

A  4:00  P.M. 

^  V/hat  were  your  working  hours  that  day? 

A  4:00  o^clock  to  liOO  A.M.,  aa  ho\rr  off  for  dinner. 

Qi  Shortly  after  10:00  o* clock  did  soinething  attract  your 

attention?     A,     Something  happened  yes  but  I  don't  know  what 

time  it  was. 

Q  What  was  that?  A.     Scaneone  put  out  the  light. 

(I  Do  you  know  who  that  someone  was?  A.     No,  sir. 

Q.  V/hat  kind  of  a  light  do  you  mean?     A.     Electric  light  bulb. 

Q  lEhere  was  that  bulb? 

A  In  the  comer  where  the  fire  started,  in  the  melody  lotinge. 

Q  Can  you  tell  me  which  corner  it  was? 

A  Coming  down  the  stairs,-  it  was  the  Shawmut  Street  side. 
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Was  that  a  wall  light  that  someone  put  oitt?       A,     Yes,   sir. 

Did  that  soKiebody  put  that  out  by  unscrewing  the  bulb? 

I  believe  so* 

Do  yteu  knov?  who  that  somebody  was?     A«     Ifo,   soiae   oustcaa^r* 

Did   somebody  tell  you  who  it  was?  A,     Ho,   sir. 

Did  sosiebody  tell  you  he  was  a  soldier? 

That  1  don*t  know. 

Do  you  recall  at  what  time  that  was? 

As  far  as  I  knew  it  was  about  10:00  o* clock,   I  guess. 

Now,  after  that  light  was  put  out  did  you  see  a  fire? 

^,  sir. 

Did  you  at  any  time  see  a  fire? 

I  called  xay  side  partner  there,  3'ohnny  Bradley,  the  bartendei^. 

I  said,    "Johnny,  look  at  that  comer,  how  dark  it  is**.     So 
he  called  the  boy. 
Do  you  mean  Stanley? 

I  don't  know  his  name.    He  was  a  new  boy.     He  said,   «Put 

that  light  on«.     So  Stanley  went  over  and  put  the  light  on, 

tried  to  put  the  light  on.     How  he  did   it  I  don't  knossr  because 

we  were  busy  and  we  keep  our  heads  down  working  at  the  bar. 

Did  you  watch  Stanley  try  to  put  that  light  on?     A.     No,   sir. 

Did  you  see  Stanley  get  on  a  chair?       A.     No,  sir. 

Do  you  know  how  Stanley  put  the  l%ht  on? 

I  don  t  know  whether  he  did  put  it  on. 

Did  Stanley  after  he  went  to  put  that  light  on  come  back  and 

talk  to  you?  A.     No,   sir. 

Did  you  after  that  see  a  fire? 

Yes.     I  see  a  fire  start  on  the  little  bush  of  the  tree. 

You  mean  on  the  palm  tree?  A.     Yes,   sir. 
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Did  you  see  tlie  palm  tree  on  fire?         A,     Yes,  sir. 
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How  muoli  of  a  fire  was  it? 

It  was  ^ust  beginning,   just  like  llgiiting  a  piece  of  paper 

after  a  while. 

Did  you  s«e  the  flaiaes  {^reading? 

Tte  flames  spread  on  the  ceiling  cloth. 

Did  you  later  see  the  ceiling  on  fire? 

Ko,  I  made  it  r^  business  to  get  away  from  there. 

While  the  fire  was  in  progress  did  you  see  the  li^ts  go  outt 

1!he  li^ts  stayed  on  till  I  got  out# 

Did  you  have  an  opportunity  to  observe  the  people  that  were 

in  the  Gocoanut  Grove  that  night? 

Yes,  just  do^mstairs. 

Gould  you  tell  me  how  aany  persons  there  were  in  the  Gocoanut 

Grove?  A,     I  couldn^t  say. 

Vi?hen  I  say  the  Gocoanut  Grove  I  mean  the  entire  Grove? 

I  couldn't  say. 

Would  you  say  the  Gocoanut  Grove  was  crowded? 

We  weren't  crowded  dov/nstairs  v/here  I  was.     What  was  upstair^, 

I  don't  loaow. 

You  mean  to  say  you  were  always  in  the  melody  lounge? 

Yes,  sir. 

Did  you  at  any  tijs©  that  night  go  into  the  main  dining  rocm? 

Ho,  sir. 

And  you  don't  kn<M  how  many  persons  were  in  the  main  dining 

rooiaf  A.     No,  sir. 

And  you  don't  know  y/hether  or  not  the  place  was  crowded? 

Ko,   sir. 

How  did  you  get  out  of  the  building? 
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I  happened  to  be  fortunate •     liy  side  vftxexe  I  work,  the  door 

is  right  near  there,  about  five  feet  av/ay,  the  door  that 

leads  into  the  kitchen  from  the  melody  lotinge, 

You  went  out  through  the  kitohen?  A»     Yes,  sir* 

Was  that  a  wooden  door?         A.     Yes,   sir. 

Was  the  door  open?     A.     The  bar  door  v/as  open  going  to  the 

kitchen.     Then  I  went  upstairs  and  upstairs  I  knew  there 

was  two  doors.     Que  of  them,  I  could  break  it  down  because 

it  was  laade  of  ^ass* 

Where  did  those  two  doors  lead  to  upstairs? 

In  ShawBut  Street. 

Bid  you  go  out  through  one  of  those  doors  to  Sha^vmut  Street? 

Yes,  sir. 

Did  you  go  out  tmassisted? 

I  went  up  there  and  saw  the  first  door,  the  service  door, 

we  call  it  and  It  i^as  locked  and  I  had  no  chance  to  break 

it  because  it  was  too  strong  so  I  went  to  the  next  one  and 

started  to  break  down  the  &Lass. 

You  went  out  iinassisted,  nobody  carried  you  out? 

^at*s  right. 

Are  you  faiailiar  with  the  Cocoanut  Grove,  the  whole  Grove? 

Yes,  sir. 

Were  you  farniliar  with  all  the  doors  that  were  in  the  place? 

Yes,   sir. 

How  many  doors  in  all  would  you  say  were  there? 

There  is  three  doors  on  Shav»niiut  Street. 

How  many  doors  on  Piedmont  Street? 

On  Piedmont  Street  is  only  two,  the  revolving  door  and 

another  door. 
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Are  those  doors  exit  doors? 
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I  never  did  us©  tliemif  only  tlae  revolving  door. 

Wore  the  other  doors  that  you  have  described  locked? 

I  never  tried  th^n. 

Could  you  say  whether  or  not  they  were  loeked? 

They  must  be  lociced  fi'om  the  people  coming  in  from  the 

outside. 

Bo  you  knotef  what  eaused  the  fire?  A.     No,  sir. 

Xb  there  anythii^  else  you  know  about  this  fire? 

No,  sir. 

Who  eiaployed  you?       A,     Mir,  Lippi,  years  ago. 

How  mi  oh  wages  were  you  receiving  there? 

We  receive  thirty-five  dollars  a  week. 

.And  that  is  for  a  day  to  day  basis  of  six  dt^s  a  week? 

Yes,  sir. 

^TjiQ  paid  you  your  wages? 

^.  Gold  fine  aHways  oaioe  axx)und  with  an  envelope. 
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Police  Headquarters, 
Boston,  Mass., 
DecetDber  11,  1942, 

Statement  of  lESIIS  3".  T!RACEY; 
(By  Lieutenant  DiSessa)  Wa&t  is  your  full  name? 
Leslie  Barnes  Tracey. 

Where  do  you  live?     A.     143  Arlington  Street,  Boston. 
Are  you  married?         A.     Yes,  sir. 

What  is  your  oocupation?  A.     Kight  now  I  am  a  painter. 

Were  you  employed  by  the  Cocoanut  Grove  on  November  E8th  of 


this  year? 


A.     I  was. 
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la  "What  capacity?       A.     As  a  maintenanc«  man* 

For  the  whole  building?         A*     That*s  right. 

By  ^^CM  were  jaa  employed?  A.     Barnett  V/elans^. 

^Oien  did  he  eriploy  you? 

About  the  first  week  in  '^y,  1942, 

What  were  youi*  v/oges?  A.     Sixty-five  cents  an  hour. 

And  that  depended  upon  hovf  many  hours  you  v/orlced  a  week? 

Yes,   sir. 

Were  you  in  the  Cocoanut  (^ove  Saturday,  Bepember  satht 

Yes,  sir. 

What  tiE^  did  you  go  there? 

I  started  to  worlc  at  8:00  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Until  what  tiiae?    A.     I  was  there  until  about  5:00  o'clock 

at  night. 

Were  you  there  after  lijOO  o*clock? 

I  went  there  ab(mt  9: SO. 

Until  about  what  tiEie  were  you  there? 

A  period  of  about  ten  minutes. 

V/ere  you  there  when  the  fire  started?  A.     No,  sir. 

How  loi^  before  the  fire  started  did  you  laaire  the  Cocoanut 

Qrove?  A.     It   started  at  10:15  so  I  was  there  until  about 

9:30. 

What  were  you  in  there  for  at  9:30? 

To  check  the  boiler  at  e  Shawmut  Street. 

Did  you  go  upstairs  whei^e  the  main  dining  room  was? 

No,  sir. 

Did  you  go  in  the  melody  lounge?      A.  No,  sir. 

Did  you  hare  an  opportunity  to  see  the  persons  that  were  in 

there? 
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Ifo,  I  aidn*t. 

X^o  you  Imow  how  many  p^frsoas  were  in  tbere? 

No,   I  don*t. 

Did  you  leave  the  building  yjh&n  the  fire  had  started? 

The  fire  hadn't  started  when  I  left. 

Where  did  you  go  when  you  left? 

tJp  to  lay  apartment  at  4  Shavaaut  Street  • 

Were  you  in  your  apartment  when  the  fire  started? 


ij^-'J 


,  sir. 
What  first  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire? 

Well,  I  looked  across  the  street  at  Broadway  and  Stuart 

Street  and  while  we  v/ere  watching  there  I  heard  someone 

break  a  pane  of  glass. 

Did  3''ou  toow  where  that  pane  of  glass  was  from? 

Out  of  the  Grore  dress int'^  room  at  6  Sha^ssaut  Street. 

!^?hat  did  you  do  as  a  result  of  that? 

1  went  downstairs  to  see  what  it  was  and  somebody  said  it 

ims  a  fire  and  I  opened  up  the  back  service  door. 

Did  you  open  up  the  back  service  door?  A.     I  did. 

What  door  is  that?     A.     It  is  known  as  the  service  entrance 


on  ShawBUt  Street. 

Is  that  a  wooden  door? 


A.  Yes. 


Is  it  an  ordinary  sized  door?  A.  I'd  say  it  is  ordinary 

sized . 

How  did  you  open  the  door?  A.     With  the  key. 

And  the  door  wq.b  locked  before  you  got  there?      A*     Yes. 

When  you  got  there  had  the  fire  started? 

The  fire  v/as  under  way  at  that  time. 

After  you  opened  the  door  what  happened? 

A  tmif  people  rushed  out  and  three  or  four  «.« 

r°w  firemen  took  over 
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and  the  si^ke  was  getting  heavy.  356 

Hew  did  this  door  open,  iiwardly  or  oiit\mrdly? 

It  SWU133I  in* 

Did  you  go  into  the  burning  buildicg?  A»     No,  sir. 

Bo  you  know  anything  about  the  fire?    A.     No,  I  don*t« 

Bo  you  know  what  caused  the   fire?  A,     No,  I  don*t. 

Have  you  ever  been  in  the  CJocoanut  Qro'sre  ^en  persons  were 

in  there  eating  and  drinking? 

On  one  ocoasion  I  went  in  there. 

Was  it  in  the  night ime?        A.     Yes. 

What  tiiBB  of  the  night  was  it? 

Around  10:00  o'clock  at  night. 

What  night  of  the  week  v/as  it? 

It  was  either  a  Friday  or  a  Saturday. 

Bid  you  notice  the  conditions  there  at  that  tiia©? 

Ko,  I  didn't*     The  only  opportunity  I  had  was  to  go  as  far 

as  the  lounge  in  the  ladies  room. 

Bid  you  observe  the  size  of  the  crowd? 

Ko,   I  didn't. 
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Police  Headquarters, 
Boston,  Mass., 
December  12,   1942. 


Statei^ent  of  !IO!SIII,  S,  <:TUERI!T: 


Q  (By  Lietitexiant  DiSessa)  ??hat  is  your  full  nam©? 

A  Morrill  Sianey  Guerin,  ''^ 

Q.  Where  do  you  li\'8?     A.     16  Steadman  Street,  Brookllne, 

Q,  Are  you  married?         A.     Yes,  sir, 

Q  Whet  is  youi*  occupation?       A.     V/aiter. 

^  Are  you  employed?       A,     For  the  tiiae  being  no. 

Q  Were  you  eiiployed  on  November  28th?       A,     Yes,  sir. 

Q  By  whom?  A.     By  the  Cocoanut  Grovo. 

^  How  long  hail  you  been  ^nplo^ed  tliere?  A.     Two  weelcs. 

Q  VOio  employed  you?       A,     ^he  head  \mlter,  2?¥ank  Balzarlne, 

Q  As  a  waiter?  A,     Yes,   sir. 

Q,  V/hafc  were  your  wages?  A.     Seventeen  dollars  a  week. 

Q  ?/ho  paid  you  yoixr  v/ages?    A,     The  Cocoanut  Grove,  as  fax  as 

I  know. 

Q  Any  individual  pay  you?        A.     Frank  Balzarlne  paid  me. 

Q,  Where  did  you  perforin  your  duty  as  a  waiter,  in  which  part 

of  the  building?        A,     In  the  terrace*     It  is  in  back  of  the 

dance  floor. 

Q,  The  terrace,  is  that  on  "Uie  Biain  dining  rooM  floor? 

A  Yes,  sir. 

Q  What  tiiBB  did  you  report  for  work  on  November  £8th? 

A  6jCX)  o^clook. 

Q,  Vi'hat  were  yoia?  hours  of  duty? 

A  During  that  v/eek  I  was  working  from  6:0C  till  closing. 

Q,  Where  were  you  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove  v/hen  this  fire  started? 

A  I  was  downstairs  getting  two  drinks  for  one  of  my  guests. 
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%  Lownstalrs  lii  tl3©  kitchen?  A.     To s,   sir,  358 

^  YihB.t  kind  of  arinks?  A«     Scotoh. 

Q  New,  what  first  ettraoted  your  attention  to  the  fire? 

A  When  this  feUov/  Harry  cam©  out,  one  of  the  bar  boys  who 

worlced  in  the  cocktail  lotmge,     Ee  came  out  and  asked  for 

the  fire  extinguisher  kind  of  excited.     I  turned  around  kind  • 

I 

of  nonchalantly  emd  pointed  it  out  • 
Q,  Do  you  recall  at  wMt  tiuie  that  was? 

A  About  ten  or  quarter  past  ten, 

Q  ^%(L  he  get  the  fire  extinguisher?     A.     Yos,   he  took  it. 

q  What  did  he  do  with  it? 

A  He  v/ent  into  the  melody  lounge  v/here  the   fire  had  started 

and  caiae  out  again. 
<i  Did  you  walk  with  him?  A,     Ho,   sir. 

^  Did  you  ask  him  Y/hat  the  trouble  was?  A»     Ho,   sir. 

Ci  Did  he  tell  you?         A,     He  came  into  the  kitchen  hollering, 

"Fire J**  aM  he  pointed  it  out. 
Q  As  a  result  of  his  notification  did  you  go  out  and  look  fear 

the  fire?  A^     No. 

Q  Did  you  see  the  fire?  A.     No. 

Q  Did  you  see  any  smoke? 

A  I  did  in  the  kitchen.     I  suppose  that  was  about  three  or 

four  minutes  afterwards  aM  I  got  scared. 
^  Did  you  go  upstairs  where  the  fire  was?     A.     No. 

Q  What  did  you  do?        A.     At  the  tiia©  I  stood  in  the  kitchen 

and  I  turned  around  to  go  back  upstairs  to  mj  guests  and 

people  started  cluttering  up  the  doorway.     I'hey  oeme  down 

into  the  kitchen^ 
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What  did  you  do?  359 

I  stood  tliere  until  tlio  lights  went  out.     I  Vv^iit  to  tho 
crowd  a£5ld.ns  theirt  to  go  back  upstairs  and  then  I  oouldn^t 
do  nothing  with  tliem  so  I  went  over  to  t?iG  oheoker  and  asked 
her  to  go  out  and  she  refused  to  go  out  ^el  acoount  of  the 
money.     At  that  tiiae  one  of  the  bosa*  neph®?/  v/as  down  in  the 
kitchen  and  vfe  both  triad  to  shove  the  crowd  back  into  the 

dinini2  room. 

What  is  that  nephe^v's  neamf 

As  far  as  I  laxaa  his  narae  v/as  Daniel.     I  don^t  know  his  last 

naxoe. 

Did  you  leave  the  building? 

I  left  the  building  after  the  li^ts  went  out  taking  a  girl 


with  me,  one  girl  who  was  injured. 
Bid  you  leave  the  buildir^? 
Did  you  leave  unassisted? 
Kobody  oearried  you  out? 


A.     Yes. 

A  «        X  6  S  • 

A.     Ho,  sir. 


l^r  i*iioh  door  did  you  leave? 

By  the  qi trance  where  I  usually  oaise  in.     That  is  the  service 

«atranoe  on  Shawmut  Street. 

Does  that  door  lead  into  the  kitchen?  A.     Yes. 

Row  during  the  hours  of  your  work  you  w&lk  in  and  around 

the  main  dining  room?  A.     Yes,  sir. 

Did  you  have  an  opportunity  to  obseanre  the  people  there? 

Yes,   sir. 

Could  you  tell  me  now  how  many  persons  were  in  the  C^ooanut 

Grove  at  ten  o'clock? 


A  I  ?7ould  say  it  was  a  regular  Saturday  night  business.     l' 


.J8l   ^-^.^  tF;n« 


^ 


f*.-?.- 


coHlSn't  saj'  Just  hav  many  bocauss  I  doc't  know. 
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^  Mbm  tho  dining  rcx)a  or  any  other  part  of  th^  Cocoamit  Cirrove 


overora7d«d? 


A,     Hot  to  my  kn(m*Iedge. 


A 

A 
A 
A 
A 


A 

A 
A 


You  saw  the  people  tlaere,  did  you  not?        A.     Tea,  sir* 
Would  ycm  say  it  was  a  regular  Satur€ay  night  cra^? 

Yes  • 

BiiTiRg  your  m>rk  you  liad  to  walk  tlirough  the  persons  that 

\mx^  seated  there  and  by  them? 

llo,  I  had  plenty  of  room  to  get  through. 

Your  passage  wasn*t  obstructed? 

No,  beoause  I  was  very  near  th^  kitchen. 

Are  you  familiar  with  the  entrances  and  exits  of  that  place? 

Just  the  one  on  Shav^ut  Street  and  the  main  entrance. 

Do  you  know  whether  or  not  those  exits  were  closed  or  locked? 

Hot  to  Bjy  knowledge. 

Do  you  know  ho?/  the  fire  started?     A.     Ho,  I  don*t« 

Bo  you  know  what  caused  the  fire?  A.     Ilo^  I  don't. 

Do  you  know  the  bulb  or  the  electric  light  fixture  that  was 

referred  to  by  that  Stanley  who  worked  there? 

No,  I  don^t  know  anything  abcmt  that. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  the  lighting  of  the  mafcchf 

Ko,  sir^ 

?Jas  the  exit  from  which  you  went  otrt  locked? 

Not  to  my  knowledge. 

You  went  out  that  door,  did  you  not?    A*     Yes. 

Was  it  locked  v^en  you  went  out?  A.     Bo^  sir. 
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(Sy  Captain  ^Cartli^')     T^tiat  is  jmir  r^aue?    A*  Arme  Xettlal, 
C^      ^/nere  do  ^'ou  reside?     A.  50£  KorAti^jrj  Street,   Boston,  Mass* 
^    For  Uo%  lorn  i^^fi^vQ  you  livad  thora?     A.  Five  laonthe. 
Q,    \^liat  is  your  oocui>uliou7    A»  I  v/orkLd  In  thB  «sh.©ok  room  of  the 

Cocotuiut  Grove. 
%    yiere  you  a&i.^loyed  there  on  Hoveiaber  28,  1942?     A«  Te©* 

Q    For  how  i<^xg?     A»  ^'^out  two  ssuntlia* 

<;      ..at  tii^  did  you  report  for  work  that  or<3Sxin^7    A*  5:t^0» 

Q        an  would  your  duties  cetisa?     A*  S:00  o'clock  in  the  nomlng. 

q    Tour  duuies  were  to  iiake  coats  iu;d  wrapa  of  the  ^luosts?  A#  Ye«» 

Q    Coiain(s  do^m  to  Saturday  nighty  If^vmaher  38,  1942}  In  what  eoat 
roeaa  were  you  ihat  night?     A«  la  the  rialn  coat  rocm  next  to  the 
door  froii  Pi^duoni.  3treot« 

%    Did  ariybody  assist  you?     A.  Barbara  O'Brien. 

(i    vn^mu  aid  you  first  learn  of  s  fire?     .^^  10:10.     I  heard  a 
coiiiiaotion  6'yfm  the  stairs  and  thought  there  wa«  e  fight.     I 
stw  people  oo.aln{;  in  and  I  saw  panic  in  their  faces*  I  noticed 
flaacfo'  and  I  told  csy  friend  there  was  &  fire.     She  ^^rebbed  ^ 
coat  and  gave  it  to  x»5«     I  lent  mj  head  and  went  out  through  thft 
revolving  door. 

<l      ^./as  there  an  unusual  anjount  of  clothing  there  that  nifrht? 

A      -?o,    Just  lilco  any  other  :iaturday  ni^ht.     %  check  roc^  r/as 
filled  up. 

Q       1.3  that  the  usual  occurrence?     A.  Tea. 

Q       ''^onld   that  hap-^.^^   on  other  nights?     A*  <%  "Thursday  nlfhtp.  it 
would  be  crowded. 

^      Bid  you  observe  the  crowd  liithe  dining  rooa?     A«  There  were  a 
lot  of  people. 


IdV. 
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•  i^s  tne  crowd  oa  that  eveiiliit:  different  fro..i  an^  other 

;?as  it  overcrotfced'^     A»  I  d^i't  foiotf. 

rift  voii  receive  any  injuries?    A*  li:f  rifht  hand,  hair  nM 

ears  wore  b'JLrn«d. 

;^en  yov*  learned  there  was  a  fire,  infmt  aid  yon  do?     A*  % 

friend  got  our  co&tB. 

Bj"^  which  door  did  ycxx  leeTe?     A*  The  revolvija^  door  on  Fiadi^n^ 

Street. 

Did  Uir   fir«  reach  there  before  :/CHi  £-ot  out?     A.  Yen. 


Q      l?l»a  trsa  tho  last  tiiiirj  ^ou  f^jtn"  Barbara  O'Brien?     k*  3h&  gave 

»e  ijy  coftt  and  left. 
^,      Could  you  obfierve  th^  waiters  en'-   btif?  boys  workiuf^  tb«ro  tliet 

night?     il,  !Tc, 
^       Dr  flaturdaj'-  nl{^hts  your  oheck  rooM  was  ©l??ay»  filled?     /uTes* 
(^       'That  vma  th<9  tisual  oeonrrenc©?     A*  Tes* 
q      HfiT©  you  any  furtl-ter  information  an  to  how  thia  fire  started? 


►••O*"**""*"" 


StatenoRt  of  'flUJUM  FIOHXTO   (Mdltic^alj 
q     (^  Capteln  McCarthy)     Khat  la  your  naiaa?    A.  William  Fiorlto* 
(I    Whoro  do  you  reside?     A.  366  Beeeh  Str^^et  Rosliiidala. 
^    ?^hat  ie  yoB.ir  ooeupation?     A.  U^iter* 
^    Tou  were  ea^loyed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove?    A.  Yes* 
Q    Caa  you  entinata  how  jaany  people  wore  feathered  there  on  the 

evening  of  JToveEiber  E8,    19 4g?     A#   450. 
Q    Did  you  observe  aiiy  ohalrs  unoccupied?     A.  We  had  one  table 

unoocapied. 
%    Wa»  the  place  ovarorowied?     A«  It  waa  the  regular  Saturday  night 

orov^« 


bide? 


aomb 


e>om; 


W«  had  <mo  empty  table*  <i>bt3 

Q      Did  you  notice  any  vaoaat  chaira  at  th«  fear?    A.  %  fiidn^t  notice. 
Q      Tou  say  it  was  em  ordinary  Saturday  nigJit  erowftt    A.  Tes» 
^      Do  you  know  ho^  the  fir©  star tod?    A»  Ho# 
^      WsLre  you  any  infoiMRtion  that  'aro aid  assist  in  the  investigation 

of  tiiia  oasa?    A.  Ho, 

Stat^aent  of  fpjm  ,\COVimtlO  (Additional) 
Q     (By  Captain  McCarti^)      liat  is  your  na»»?    A.  Fr«ailc  Aeoursio^ 
^    What  is  your  address?     A»  44  Pearl  Str^et^  5>r©r@tt,  but  I  »» 
going  to  Florida  on  IJonday  or  Tooa^ay.     ^y  address  will  b« 
BOX  ;a56,   Florida  City,,   Florida* 
Q    HOW  old  are  yon?     A.  E6, 
Ci    i^iat  is  your  occupation?     A«  ^%iter» 
<l    Tou  v^'ere  employed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove?  A.  Tes« 
Q    ^^at  tine  aia  you  report  for  work?    A.  5:45, 
q    men  Wuld  your  duties  end?     A*  About  iBtZQ  or  IsOO* 
Q    Ifher©  wais  your  Ptfition  that  evening  in  the  Cocoanut  Grove? 
k    Kcxt  to  T^lUaa  Fiorlto  in  the  e^ain  Diring  Soon* 

^    Did  you  notice  any  unusual  conditions  with  3Pe far en<?e  to  the     oro^t 
Bo. 


Was  there  anythin^-::  difforaAt  than  aiiy  othar  ;:*eturday  night 


iVr? 


Tlw  ScuiO. 


Q    Were  there  any  vacant  ohairs  or  tahlo©?     A.  X  had  u  vacant 
table  vdth  six  chaire* 

Q     If  laore  persona  cacae^  \:?a3thora  rooa  to  aocoijitiodate  theat 

A    Tea* 

Q     vJiat  tiae  \m3  tola?     A.  10:00  o'clock. 
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0,    In  ^ix^  to  &M  tvtm  tr^e  kltehen  for  dxjOiiyi  ai^  rood^  4l4  yci^ 

Q    T^^  t^0re  fi^Io  ft^aufi  in  the  daXas?    A«  Pl@&t^« 
%    Bid  you  lisT©  ooeaeioii  to  refuse  euisr  persons  liquor  1b«='Ciius« 

tli«r6  i«dr#  under  ftg«t  03P  iMioaUde  thej  vrar^  Intoxle&ted?  A*  Ho« 
(4    1P»r«  tMni^a  b«i&g  <^Rdttetdd  orderly  that  iili^t?  J.»  ?0s« 
CI    Is  your  opinion  th«  dlslng  ro(^  was  iK>t  oY©rorow^#dt    A»  'ilie 

6«S9»  ««  e^BTf  footb«jLl  s^aturday. 
q    t3^  diBiise  TOGm.  tsus  not  orosrdfNl  to  Its  oapa^itr"?  A#  Mo* 
^    Have  vou  azi^r  l^fbri^e^tlim  th&t  would  assist  in  tMe  li^vestlgatlonT 

q    rdd  th©  guosts  lJeT«  asy  difficulty  in  tutoring  or  Xs&Tliis  ^® 

dlninr  roaa^     k*  HO* 
q    Bid  rem  ^  into  the  lloXody  J-^utir^:e  that  ni^m^i  Mm  HOm 

Q.    Yoa  doa*t  kjsow  vi  :at  klad  of  »  ero»!d  or  horn  larE«  it  fia»? 
A    !?o. 


Stfetj^aitBt  of 


v..Vt  .- 


HICKATtB  ACC0ir;-iff  fMditlonal] 


q       (T.ii.'  Captalit  .i«eGJStythy)     ?aiat  i«  jrour  full  is©<^«s?    A*  Sal-^tor© 

Rioliard  /ioisuriiio 
0;      "iKjre  do  yen  r^^id^j?     A«  I  en  irolm  to  ?1,ori^_a  on  Honds*^  or 

Tiiftsdar  'dth  12^  brother.     Our  addp«©s  will  be  Box  #156,  Florida 
Cltr,  rioride. 
q    '^ffeet  ia  foor  oeeuj?atio«?      A#  Captain     of  imiters 
q    On  ?!oT6i^<5r  gs,  194S^  ^«re  %»r»  yoit  aa^lc^s^dt    a«  1b  the  Kew 


;^    '^et  tirafi  did  :four 


for  dutgrt    iU  ^:00  o»clook» 


Ci    ^shat  ti^3B  woiild  your  duties 


t     A»  lEJSO, 


Ut     »f 


i'Q^ 


9  ten   8 
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Wers  70U  there  et  tbs  time  cf  tha  flrD?  A 
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♦  T<?9« 


Wbot  first  attroctaa  :^our  attention  to  th©  firs?     A.  I  Jiiat 
hecre  soriebotlr  y«ll  ^fire,   np^n  the  doors."     I  openM  th©  doop 
l>:v'  tfee  hook  on  one  of  th©  aoors  ft»4  the  crm^  Sn  baek:  cf  rm 
pvaitmH  m»  out* 

'w-er©  ther^  any  vaciiat  chairs?     A*  I  hnf   to  turn  people  awey. 
Did  you  obserre  any  vaoast  chairs  at  the  bar?     A.  I  dcn»t  icaow. 
^hfit  time  did  you  firat  state  tSiep©  ^tore  no  seats?     A.  9:30. 


Q      Was  tho  cro^^d  in  the  Coooanut  Grove  boroM  Its  matin.-  capacity 
vrhfin  you  stopped  adrJ.ttinG  peoplo?     A*  Yaa,  in  j^  Hew  Lounge^ 
oa  Bro£.d".'Qv. 

<l    You  ma  a  rope?    A.  ITo,  ;ust  a  door,     tli.^  wait  at  the  door 

uiitii  I  ooQ:.ia* 
^    Hot?  JAiiXxy  pGopic  did  you  tta^a  m?f»y?     A,  30  people* 
q    You  6t.:.rtiid  to  InTcra  thsja  there  iwm  no  eoatg  at  9:50?  A*  t^»i;'i 
-^    Could  there  ij^ve  br^en  vucant  ciii^irs  la  aoiae  other  p.^irt  and  not 

be  lotOT^n  to  yott-?     '.,     There  eoula  be. 
Q     '-..s  it  taxed  bermd  its  capacitj?     A.  It  «ould  be  the  e^oaclty. 
Q     "OS  it  taxed  beyoaa  its  capacity?     A,  ITo. 

q    ^-as  this  the  usual  crowd?     a.  It  waa  ^  first  Saturday  evening. 
Q    Did  you  receive  instructlona  <;hat  after  the  chiUra  aad  tattles 
were  fiiloa,  you  ,vere  to  refuse  fui>ther  adjalttaace?    A.  Xea^ 
froA  the  iiead  -rtiiter  BaXaariai   {ao^  deceased), 
Q    ^^uii  did  he  teU  you  uuit?    A*  lie^ore  I  atart^  work  at  S:00. 
(;t    Ihis  was  j^our  rirat  ui^^t  ^lorki&g  as  a  cajitaia?    A.  les. 
Q    liid  you  have  occasion  to  waxic  ahout  the  praadwa  axid  have 

airtieuity  in  getUiig  through  the  ^alea?    a.  Ho, 
q    )foa  thia  crov#d  different  fpu^  m^y  otlmv  Saturday  ni^t? 
A    'The  aawi  thi&g« 
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Q    Did  waiters  heve  dlKloulty  in  serrlng  foo4?    A.  "o  fooa  sanred, 

just  driii>:3  iu  tho  Ksm*  Loimsd. 
Q    Was  anybody  stsjidic^  waiting  for  saats  in  the  H^sti  Lounso? 
%    At  tka  ti:a3  I  Iisard  the  cr^  ot  fir©»  I  was  talking"  %itli'  fotar 

pmoiAQ  ^fao  inslst^vl  on  loaTiJig  a  seat*  i 

q    Be  you  kiiOvv  tha  aasma  ox''  thos©  piK>pl©?     A.  I'o» 

q    ria  the;^  leave  befcr©  the  fire  rtcrted?     A*  I  o)?«n@4  the  door 
trhan  I  h<-^ard  tlie  err  of  fir©  ervfi,  they  wer©  tlia  first  ones  out* 

£^»at4mejat  of  ^iXtBi  Q.Jc'Ui^A 
q,     (By  Captain  MeCartby)     ftrhat  is  your  fuii  iiai8i&^     a»  ^olm  Capuana* 
%    W^re  do  you  reside?     A*  ilQ  Bt«  Anclrew  Boed,  Kaist  Bostoa* 
^    Hew  oM  ure  you?     iu  ^^  years « 
Q    ^fit  is  your  ocoupation?     A*  Barteodar* 
Q,    You  were  eiaployed  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove?     A*  Yes. 
Q    Tot  how  loni^.?     A#  About  si^:  wee]Gs« 
^    In  what  part  of  the  Coeoanut  Gro-w  were  you  ^G^ioyed?    A«  At 

the  Caricature  Bar* 
Q    ^re  you  ^forldLnr;  there  at  the  tliiie  odT  the  fire?    A.*  Yes» 
Q    l^iat  firsEt  attracted  your  attention  to  the  fire?    A*  Somebody 

yelled  "fire**  and  X  saw  flaiaes  coBlug  frcjsa  the  ^IsXody  Ix»m^ 

up  the  stairway, 
Q    Do  you  know  what  caused  the  fire?    A»  Ho. 
q    IShat  happened  thea?     A.  I  tola  people  to  leave  orderly*     t  was 

at  the  aein  bar  and  the  other  bartender  and  oashler  followed  ae« 

?le  notified  the  other  bartenders*     MaanwhiXe  people  were  jasgijag 

up  the  door  and  the  lights  went  out. 
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t<lc-fe  y^T  5^^  T©^-^  Isave*?     A,  Frcet  th^  J-T«m  Lotmge^   the  Broafiw^ 
e:A  ranee  • 
q    Froa  tho  Carle?*tura  Bnr,   coiild  you  obsfe-nre  th«   setitlni;:  conditlona 

in  the  alnir.G  rocsi?     A.  Tou  coiild  seo  thsr«  that  thoy  v\'er3  full» 
v^  jicro  anything  dlffei*ent  about  t^?^t  Saturday  evening  oonpared 

with  other  fJaturday  QTsnlneat     A,  Ho, 
^    VJas  the  croT^d  lar^iar?     A»  llo* 
(i    ".tiis  ti»a  capacity  ai'  tiwi  CaaCH^ut  Grav«  *>vaI^tas:t;c:V     A.  l^ot  to 

e^tiiia^LiOA.      ;c  h&d  a  few  stools  at  our  bar* 


(I    C«ula  yoa  obsarvQ  ^^'hatUox  or  not  th3  waiters  and  bus  hoy  a  eould 

i;ai.  auyav    t.iiair  basine&s?     A»   Ihey  seoaed  to  g«t  SLJ.ong  all  right 
Q    In  /our  opinion,  /ou  would  ssii'^  that  it  was  a  tisual  crowd?     A.  Teak 
Q    Xu  wa£>  not  ovQr^xoiifddd?    A*  :io« 

cTU-tea:'5Jit  of  CIUHL^  K/XCHEilXT^SIH 
%     (By  CGpt.'iin  IJeCarthy)     Ihat  is  ;^oup  full  aoiia?     ui«  Charlaa 

^      '.itere  do  you         !<*«?    A*  G5  PorUir  Bead,  Ca*4L ridge* 

q      IyO%  old  &r8  /ou?    i.»  61  ^'earo. 

Q       K**t, '-  li*  i'Q.ir  occup'Utic^iiV     A«  vSaiter. 

(i      V/er©  you.  etvployud  at  the  Cocoanut  Grov«  on  tho  night  of 

aiuve^er  ^6,  194£?     A*  Yes* 
Q       Xa  liU&t  jjart  of  the  Cocoiinut  Grov'e  did  you  ^ork?  A*  In  Urn 

«aaiQ  I^inlng  Koqm. 
Q      What  tiJBie  did  you  report  for  woric?    A*  6:00  o'clock. 
Q      W»r«  you  x^h^t^  at  the  ti^e  of  tha  fire?     A*  Yaa* 
Q    What  first  attracted  yom*  attention  to  tha  flra? 
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Bid  you  obserT?©  any  Xlmm^''i    ^»  '^'etj. 

i^rom  wuera?     A.  l^rtm  uix©  rights  Imud  eoru^r  ii.  tiio  lobb7  fr<m 

the  door  of  ^e  I-iolody  Loau^a, 

DO  you  kJiow  ^«iUit  causad   u^q  .irr.?     A.  Oair  frora  what  I  hara 

read  in  tiie  pfei^ars* 

Bid  70VL  receiw  auuy  fao^s  or  iiiToz^Uoa  as  to  i^hat  Causod 

the  rir©t     >w.  iio. 

Were  Uiare  aay  vaeaat  ciiali-a  at  the  t&i^les?     A*  Yes,   I  hud 

one  vaoeait  table  at  10  J  00  o^cXoc^* 

would  you  say  Uiat  tiie  Ooco^ut  Grov®  was  crert&xed?     iu  It 

Did  you  aay  there  v?©re  iraoaiit  chairs  and  ccoca^odations  for 

gUQsts?    A,  I  said  oae  table  w&«  ei^pty,  on  the  dance  floor. 

Did  you  have  sufneimit  epAe«  to  go  b^c^  am  forth  fron  tiie 

bar  ana  to  «et  rood?     A»  Y&&m 

,;ouici  you  say  that  tn©  diaiag  rooa  ^s  saot  orercro^-ded? 

It  was  cot  v>vercrowaed» 

Did  you  ©xperieae©  auy  diiiiculty  iii  golag  to  the  Icltohcsn 

iror  your  food?     A»  I  had  no  trouiale  at  all# 

Did  y<m  icBOw  at  10:00  o'clock,  ir  people  war©  waitii^^,  i^  the 

lobby  to  be  seated?    A*  X  thiak  so* 

Did  you  observe  any  vacant  ehairs  at  the  Caricature  Bar? 

I  could  not  eay# 

Did  you  go  into  the  Melody  Lounge?    A*  Ko»  never • 

Vl£.s  there  any  difference  b<5tv?een  this  crowd  aM  the  crowd 

on  any  other  evening?     A*  V?©  have  had  bigger  nights  with 


-?8f! 


f<^ 


f!" 


BOra  people* 


3G9 


q    l¥6uld  you  si^y,  ttom  your  obsoxnmtlotis  that  this  was  the  usual 

crotf«a?     A.  Yes* 
?^-l|    Was  It  ovearerowded?    A.  Ho« 

q    ^t  the  tiae  of  the  fir©,  could  other  gtiosts  haTe  heeji 

©ccoiaiaofieted'?     A«  Yes,  before  the  fir©.     X  had  one  ^pty  table* 
q    How  san^r  t^ould  that  table  acooianjodate'?     A.  Four. 
Ci     Hovr  lojif*  had  it  been  Tacant?     A,    About  ten  niniite,«?t« 
^    Bid  yow  obcerYe  any  other  tables  vac;^unt?    A.  I  ^/ould  not  ss^ 

unless  I  wee  Bure» 
q    l^n-iieh  way  aid  you  leave?     A.  Cto  the  ShmwBSit  Street  side 
4,^*        tferaigh  the  dining  roon* 

q    irho  ppened  the  door?     A.  It  was  open.     Oae  of  the  boy@  told  m» 

he  opened  it» 
q    Did  rou  receive  fca^  injuriec?     A#  Hothiae:  at  all, 
Q     Do  you  k230w  whet  caused  the  fit^e?    A.  Junt  if*tat  I  have  heard 

end  what  I  have  been  told* 
^     But  you  don't  KTt€W?     A»  Ho. 

Statei^nt   of  /^ITHCm  PtHlJIT 
^     {By^  Captain  McCerthj)     ^et  Ig  ^our  full  tmm^     A*  Anthoigr 
Fn7.yn« 

(i    Tbere  do  you  reElds?  A.  27  ^*e^to^!vne  Court,  Cssabrldi?^. 
Q,    How  old  are  you?     jf,  JB7  years* 
q    Are  you  imrried?  A,  I  ani  raatrlod. 
Q     Wh£.t  is  your  ocoupatioa?  A*  I  asa  a  wuiter* 

Cc    ?/er0  you  on  the  xiight  ^^  „.vve3ibex  03,  1942  aaployed  ae  a  waiter 
la  the  Gocoanut  (jrroTe  ou  Pied&iont  Street,  Bo&totk,  Mass* 


«  tJ 


■•^TtS^lWl 


'f     « 


^!-»f     r=r 
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A     Yes* 


q    >^iiere  did  your  duties  tuka  you?  A#.  Ju^t  in  %he  UaiM  Mniag  Hooai* 
Q    How  aa&y  tables  did  you  h&VQ  under  youi'  su|>€trvisio2i? 

A   riT©« 

^     Ware  gJLl  of   taose  taaXaa  oocupisd  at  tho  tiid©  of  tl»  .fire? 

A    Yes* 

q,    i>id  you  httvo  £0^  dXiriculty  Xa  goiiis  ^  o^J'  ^roa  tka  fear  or 

kitoaaa  to  e;^t  food  or  Xiviuox?     A*  BOf   ohero  waa  pXea^  or  roosu 
w     Did  you  ai)serve  aor  ys^astt  taoiesv     a*  mt*  iQeLXehkuuser  was  rl^fet 

aext  to  ioo*  X  notion  ose  tabXe  empty* 
Q    Did  you  notice  auythiii^  unusuaX  abt^ut  the  orowd  tiier«? 
A    :So»  it  was  a  typical  Saturday  night  crowd* 
Ci    ^uXd  you  say  tliet  tlie  place  vms  sorauilXy  filled  or  was  it 

OTortaxed?     iU  It  was  filled,  but  not  overtaxed* 
^    Evorj'body  vaa  accoidiiodiited  that  c^mB  in  there?     A*  Yes* 

Q    *?a»  til  ere  any  congestion?  A*  Mo,  1  i«ami*t  hindered  et  ail* 
Q    v.^uld  you  say  that  the  crowd  there  on  the  night  of  FOTeraber 
J38,  1942,  wa??  lar<^e^  then  any  other  Saturday  night  or  wp.s  5.t 
analler?    A*  "Hie  e^sxeTol  run  of  Saturday  night  cro^s. 
Q    Did  "ou  obserre  any  veoant  chairs  at  the  bars?     A*  I  wac  ^uite 

buay# 
q.    Did  you  ROtiee  if  people  were  -waiting  behina   x^tie  rope?     a*  I 

did  not  looic  towards  the  repem 

q    Was  it  tbn  custom  for  people  to  ooiaie  in  and  then  leave,  aisd   then 
for  others  to  ooaa  in  for  supper?  A*     Sons  go  in  for  ths  first 
ahow  and  then  leave  and  then  others  use  the  tables* 

(I    DO  you  believe  that  if  others  desired  aceoixaodations ,   they  could 


have  been  acoowBiodated?     A.  Ihe  only  table  th«»t  I  waa  sure  of 


AA. 


"WT. 


:^ 


q    Viiach  wui'  aid  yoa  ieav^*^     A.  'I'iie  Sha^vsiut  Stroet  exit. 
Q    Did  you  recaiv^  ar*y  iiyiuies?     -?-.•  .a. 


37.1 


•.«' 


^     (By  Captain  lucCarthy)       hat  is  your  nxm^f    A*  Fred  3U«  Ou&nxiea. 

q    HoT«  olf!  are  you?       .  49  ye&rs. 

Q    Where  do  your  reside?     a»   10  llisBfOod  Ave»,  Wat«rtowii» 

^    What  is  2'oiir  oceupction?     A»  Waiter* 

On  Fov«mber  H8,  194^,  i^re  you  employed  at  th©  Cocoanut  Gtoyb, 


A    I  Tforked  tvfo  days  a  week,  'iJiursdays  and  Saturdays. 
Q     Did  you  work  there  the  night  of  the  fire?     A*  Yes. 


45, 


Q     Whet  tl^ae  did  you  report  for  work?     A.  6: 

Q    You  were  employes  as  a  waiter?     A#  Tes. 

Q     To  >1iat   section  yrem  yen  assigned?     Am  I  had  five  tabla??  in 
the  Main  !>ininc  Hoob  on  the  Sha«aut  Street  aide* 

^    Ebfe'  Bianr  peOj>le  could  be  aoeoi^aaodatod  at  eaeh  table?     A*  ?our 
at  on©  ttible;    three  at  another;  four  at  ai;other  aM  two  each 
at  the  other  two*     Tbat  ^kOL&tt  a  totcsl  of  flft^fjn  people* 

^    Were  your  tables  all  occupie^l  or  were  zh&t^  vaeant  ehairs? 

A    ^02-^^  wtiD  one  vaouai;  chair.     L>i:6.'&jeu  onaira  iii  ail  at  Uie  five 

tabl*,i3» 
H    Would  you  go  for  food  or  liquor  to  the  bfir  dO'imstairs?     A*  Yes* 
Q    Did  you  t'o  into  tho  Melody  Loun^ a?     A*  Ifo,  on  the  other  aide* 
(^    Did  you  hftvo  any.  difricRilUy  ix,   ^i:,i.lnii  throu^^h  froi  til's  kitchen 

and  br^r  to  your  tablos?     A.  Ho  trouble, 
q    Wo\.<j.u  ;'u>u  £*a^    t)\e  cro\^  was  the  'Jsuai  crov^  or  was  It   uiiusuel 

on  that  Saturday  evening? 


A    It'fc  always  c:         4  on  """sitixraayr,,     T?iare  r^^  ^  bf.^  ero^a       •^72 

^.    re  re  n^j'i^v  people  v,-lt!nn  b^^tne  th<?  ropi*  for  asal/mm^ts  to 
table,*:?    A.  I  did  not  irnvn  tifm  to  f?o  OTsr*     1%e  froitt  door  Is 
frir  over  arid   I  could  not  ob?3arre, 

q    t^Xc.  yua  ;^va  occi^iiloii  to  refuse  imyotio  liquor  beo®ua«  of  their 

■•  -'^^t  ^^^  ^  i^laae  t^ey  wqi»©  old  people. 


lik^ti  *       -f  i. 


<i    vms  tine  crowd  siny  aore  onusual  wiwi,  ^i^v  thsm  on  my  other 

Saturday  nlgiit?     ^.  .iXmxys  bu.:^   v^u  ,m«u.^uu^. 
Q    You  could  i;o  tlu-out^  valthout  any  difficultT?     -^  Xoe« 
Q     There  were  no  obstinictioiig?     A,  ;jo# 
Q    could  you  see  the  other  l>«r,   iiie  Caricature  Bar?  A,  I  could  not 

Q     Thevfi  w&e  no  dlf fei^ence  betw©«n  tht.w  i>atar4£4^  ni^iht  end  other 
Saturday  ni.-^.ts?     A.  It  vas  the  a^i^  for  *^. 

q    Did  rou  mv©  azjy  oooasioFi  to  go  dowji  in  tlie  Melody  X^oungs? 

A    ao,  not  that  Right. 

q     Did  you  obaerv.3  mt^^  ia  toxica  tod  ^^rQOnji*:     4^  Ho* 

q     mi«a  did  you  rirat  iaai-n  thero  was  a  fire?    A*  A  pertj  was 
calling  Tor  «  wui^ar.     I  ^U-d  «4ai  right'%  so  I  mnt  ixx  tho 
pan  try.     I  i^ura  glaaaea  break:lzig^     Bes^sbod^^^  said  '^keep  iiuiet**, 
I  ttiou^it  there  was  a  fight*  I  went  amm  in  the  Utch^  unA 
there  wa»  nobody  there  except  guests,  uo  cook*     I  looked  arouaA 
and  I  ran  to  the  beck  door,     I  tsem  tiiia  rery  blaoic  dmoi».     I 
started  to  cough.     I  went  back  agaiii  to  Eiy  station.     On  IH 
table  there  is  &  door.  I  went  about  four  stepe  and  I  put  a 
napkin  in  my  mouth  and  mifced  on  ^y  iu^nds  end  feet.     I  v-ent 


;..*  tho  kitchon  ^nt  into  thu  ice  box.     TIks  ice*  hex     -      r;€ic?codl> '  3 

I  v?e£.t  bao^c  a^-rJlu  e,M  sa?^  a  siiall  ^d.ndPi*?  iii  t-lie  serrlce  tnr 
ao?.-n;3tairs .     I  put  one  chair  on  top  of  tin©  otlierand  left  through 

t]i^  service  wi»^.ijv:  Xesuaiiiti  ^-  ;2ia^s.ut  street* 

of  th^^  feet  £bo\''o  the  arJ:le?» 


Any  burns' 


did  you  rsccivsB  the^c  ii: juries?     A.»  X  pushed  i^^  fant 
rit,ui-<^i^-    ...blej3  aiio  chairs*  in  tht^'  <^' •'•"k* 
?r<:n  /onr  obp.erratlons,   th«j  bualneBs  that  ©Teainfj  waa  oonfiuoted 


in  an  orderly  wa/?     A.  fha  amao  as  every  iJatiirda^. 
i^    You  could  get  throii^yih  rjid  seive  jDtir  food  w5-thout  troublo? 

A    Ygs. 

<4    Liid  lou  rQcoirc  raiyinctnicticaiiw  tjiout  jiot  flelllai^  iiq^uor  to 
liitoxicnted  peracais  or  ainors?    A.  Trajik  Bal^sarlni^   th©  head 
wuitor  ci.iiti(.l  ua  afiioo  ev^ry  5-*ee/^:  zind  iiistruct^sd  us  not  to 

aeii,  aJTid  to  t.iiii  for  Identiflc^'tticms  to  esta.bllsfe  their  a^»« 
<i  01' ten  did  Izarlnl  bo  Insti-act  you?     A#  ^ver:'  waelc^ 


\v 


A 


f- 


^ 


Vi     (B:r  CJ&ptaia  i^^Cartiiy)     Wk&t  is  your  nacs©?    A.  Tboocloye  Brown  • 
q.    You  iwre  a  waiter  at  the  Cocoanut  Grove?    A,  I  worlccd  in  the 
Msiin  Dining  Boom. 

Q    Did  you  observe  any  vacant  ehalrs  or  tuble&  that  i^re  not 
occupied?    A.  'Thore  wua  plenty  of  jtomi  for  iaor«  people  in  th^ 

llEln  Dining  Hooci* 
q    Dia  you  ©ver  ^  into  the  Melody  Lovmge?    A.  B2» 
^    Did  you  find  that  the  Coooanut  Gi*ov«  wa«  not  overcrowded? 
A    It  uma  not  overorowaea  in  £iy  opinion. 
Q    Did  you  a^  any  oiiairB  tnat  wero  not  occupi^?    A.  mere  mm 

roooi  for  aors  people  to  bd  seated. 
q    Old  you  liava  any  dirficulty  In  goln^  to  and  trm  tiie  kitofcen 

«U4l  the  bar  with  your  drinks?     A.  ^^  tables  w©r©  all  taken  by 

tiii^t  tlue- 

q    Dia  you  iiave  uuy  trouble  mhm  you  wouU  go  about?     A.  I  did 
not  liave  a  clianoe  to* 

Q    Have  you  isorked  tlicr©  on  other  ^turday  al^ts?    A.  Yes,  for  the 

last  three  years. 
q    l«a«  there  anything  different  about  that  nl^t?     A.  Ho,  the  si 

as  every  other  Saturday  ni^t* 

^    Were  any  persons  wlting  to  be  assi^ed  to  tables?     A*  I  could 
not  aay. 
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Police  ^^'^sj'ia^u.j^rterei. 
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T^  following  stat^ftients  war^?  tmAm  to  lieutenant  Louis 
DiSeasi?,  T^urenu  of  Crlrilnel  IiiTestl^atlon,   1b  the  presence  of 


—  —  ■>  — O  X  11  »   w 


Otat^aent  of  TmQOPIS  ! 


(By  Lleiit.  rlSessa)     I  em  lieutenf^nt  '/ISessf*.  of  th^  !-ordcii« 
Squftd  sii<!  I  i»*i»t  to  aal:  fmi  r  few  questions,  TOiat  i:=5  your  full 

Procopis  I'^rcQ  ilpednlis* 

Where  do  you  live?  a^     B?  Paul  Street,  loston. 

Are  jrott  arrri^a*^  ^.     !To,  ^i  r» 

Whpt  is  your  oocupc  tiemt 

I  ^^"ork  In  tbe  kiteben  of  tlia  ©oeo^nwt  "^'rove, 

'"ere  jon  ^^orkim  the  night  of  the  fire,  !?ovenber  ao? 
Tea,   ^r. 

Whst  ti  40  iiid  you  go  to  work  Se^uraay^  T'oreabor  S8? 

Thjpee  o'eloek, 

W«re  y»u  la  the,   kitchen  a  little  aft  r  ten  o^^cloelc  w^en  the  firf 

started? 

Yes,  sir. 

i  la  you  see  the  fire?         .     I  seen  the  SBoke, 

Bid  you  go  yfhere  the  fire  weB^ 

I  took  e  fire  s>:tin#3tii3her  ^nd  played  it. 

^fhet  j^otm,  did  you  put  the  fire  extSiigui^er  on? 

The  v-iody  lounge. 

Pld  you  see  the  fire?     *.  Only  tm^km* 

Kow  did  you  set  out  of  the  bull'^lBe?    " .   B^-ck  door. 

Did  you  breck:  the  door'^    .  T  fousa  it  open. 

The  heok  door,  1«  that  the  tloor  loirMirm   from  the  kitchen? 

Te&,  sir. 

Hid  j-ou  see  the  li^ts  so  out?       a.     He,  sir. 


^ 


(& 
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t        tl^  yon  .?;o  t!irour>3  the  a i Ring  room  before  tlie  fire? 

il        Ho,  sir* 

C|        "^o  yoti  ikafiir  yen  m^h  of  a  ere^  w^a  in  there? 

<?         '^■o  yoiA  kno^  v.ii«^t  st^irte^  t^#  fire?         ^,     T  aoii*t  know, 

DeecHEsBer  lit  t94t2^ 
SUtQmBnt  of  D^?1im  !^^  ''^mt 
<^         (By  lieut^  risesss.)     1  ^s  llmiten«^nt  ^■li-essR  of  tl^e  Boisiside 
SfT"tt«^4  Bn<?.  t!ils  r^am  is  tin.©  '^-olice  r-tesofrre?/>ver.  -^'h^t  is  yo\!r 
fall  R&ms? 
A         Dent  el  1^.  ^l0»» 

Q        1»rf*  do  you  liv«?  A*     756  l!orton  Street,  T^orehester* 

<!        ^Imt  is  yetir  ooeuipetion*?     A*     Mediesl  6t«^©Jit» 
^        Are  jou  mBTTie^^  ^»     l^o,  sir* 

I         ^-re  yoti  employed?  A*     I  wnc  workln^"^  in  the?  Ooeocnut 

q  f?^rr  yo\i  werlclng  in  ths  Coeorvnut   T-rov®  on  l'oi?embsr  2B^ 

A  Yes,  sir* 

Q  In  T«}i«t  cf^p^eityt  A.     Csshier. 

I|  W^  «BL|^loirc»d  yo\i?  A.     1*hc  npup.^ar. 

A         BwrrMiy  "'elp-nsky* 

%        Ho^  lort''  !>«d  YOU  «eriE94  ther«?  f  •     Four  or  f  1*^^  yerrs* 

^         In  Tf^ioh  pert  of  t!^  Cocoanut  Iror©  '*63*6  yon  ^titles  perf0x^.e<5? 

A         T^own  th«  Helotty  loun^©,   the  ol<^.  melody  lourre* 

t  :    ®t«  ycm  ^?oi?fr  cfirrf  you  into  t!i8  7r.«in  '"Inlnf"  I'ooi^? 

A         3vkat  %tim  selody  loimjcre.  ^"^^^ 

4  I  fire  yoxi  worklag  Woromber  ES?         * .     Yes,   sir, 

%        "ere  you  preheat  when  the  fire  etf^rte^?       A,     Tes^  sir* 
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Vo  you  know  what  time  thr?  fire  sts*.rt®€l? 


Q 


it 
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,48.neer  »«  I  ©«aa  r®BWiEife©r,  beti-?©*!!  torn  fiftedn  ana  ten  twenty, 

^^-.t  attracted  rcmr  attention? 

I  besr^  ft  E^is#  fisi^  J  turned  srcimd  mid  ssw  this  untisuel  ll^t 

la  the  coraer  w^r«  it  started. 

In  wMcli  part  of  tha  ipocgptl* 

»«  TO«  so3«  #cim  the  stein's* 

Into  tSm  E^lcey  leuri^e*  F&ee  tHs  bar  and  t^h^n  la  tbat  poaitlos 

the  fire  staxi;^  in  the  ftsrthost  left  hand  tiortmT* 

VXt  yon  Bee  f?.f-'r.es?  .  A,     Teii»  s5-r« 

■t}i'^^t  <^ia  you  <io? 

I  pic^::ea  tip  r  ®ixii2g  gluss  untl  threw  It  at  the   fire  ^nd.  it 

5if*,^»t  a©  any  ^©d, 

Bid  yon  get  out  of  th«  bnlialng?  A»     ¥»»,  sir* 

How  did  yoti  i:et  otit? 

fto»u^;3i  the  b?ek  aoor, 

It  ftny  ti-e  *^fter  the  fire  Bt^rt&d.^  did  i^u  see  %fm  11-^bts  g© 

out? 

I  <!»ian*t  notice  thea..  -'hen  I  left,  tim  W^lo&y  lounge  ana  m&nt 

out  the  place  was  pitch  blaolt, 

Wiiile  in  the  -elo^y  lotiii'©,  did  ^^ti  o^iserre  the  eaanditions  in 

the  main  diaiag  room? 

®D»  sir. 

Bo  you  know  of  your  own  l<nowl@dge,  how  mas^  persons  '?-sre  iis  tjje 

i^M&in  dining  rooia? 

^,   sir,  onl.r  it  t^«  pretty  f\ill» 

Woul<5  rou  3i»y  it  imB  orowded? 

»©  Bioir«  tlama  ordij^yy  eonaitions. 

It  wasn't  v©ry  crowded?  A,     Kot  Tory  erow^od* 
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Bo  yo^i  Isna^  wii?^t  (Hfrnm^A  ths  first 
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it  started  In  tl^  .pals  tra©^  I  s?^.w  it  tli0i*a. 
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Md  yoi2  8@e  flaa&s  0a  th@  pr^lm  tr©©^  A* 

Bo  yots  imow  he^  tin   firm  atart-sd^ 
1^,.  sir,  only  fifcm  islist  I  he^^ra* 
^i^hl^  0l««  you  kaow  sb«*jt  the  fire? 
I^at's  about  all* 

Sir»r  twssat^,^  I  sts^j^d  t>are  until  twelve -til  rtr* 
Throu^  fftiiob  door?  k^     Qn  V^oa^^my^ 


T^SB.     BiTi 


'ea,  »lF« 


0— « 


ltr:t 


(By  Lic^ut.  "niSesea)     Whp.t  is  yo^T  full  nmm'f 


Ito^  oi4  are  j^u? 


h,     34  Clarl'  Streiit^  BcstOB, 
.A,     Tes,   sir. 


w«re  jt>«  9mpic(f«i-  Igr  the  CDCoaniit  ^^-roiret 

In  wiiat  C5apr,eity?  A»     I'Rp  Bcneer 

WIso  ^iployed  yo'^^t  A«     Bixster  Ej 

Wem  wore  you  enplo3re<!l,  by  t1^  da^  or  we^t 

1^  the  wedk* 

T#e  «9er^  ^©ployed  tha  w«#k  ending  f^crr^mber 

INKre  yoM  in  th@  aocosimt  '-Irovn  ^Mjs  the  fire  stsrtadf 

T@s,  sir* 

^*&r^-  yty^i  t^ere  durlr^  tji©  fire? 

I  wf;a  ths3r@  whea  tM  fire  st^^rt^^d. 


j%  i 


BB-m      BtTi 


i  its  K»-» 
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In  whisli  part  c£  tiss  building  w^r^  3ro\i' 


•? 


^rp. 


«»^» 


.     <•    «  --v-^ 
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'■«■• 


^0? 


la  the  dressiiit  2*c>€m%  Ib  the  new  bulldim^* 

?lliirt  -wsfr©  you  doiixg^r         A«     Oettifsg  re^dy  for  the  show. 

Vh»t  first  f:,. _-..ct^a  Fotir  attention  to  tha  fire? 

I  h&^rA  a  lot  of  soise  mid  I  tiioiieiJt  it  w<s  r  fii^t  aisa  I  ssw 

«  lot  of  i^s^»  !%!ia  p«opl.«  eoaaljig  fr«»a  ths  b^-ck  ro<>m. 

Bid  3^ofa  eosie  do^m  stair«?  A»     T©s,   air* 

t'id  you  lor*va  the  V^liUiJ^s  *iti©ii  jmx  Q^m^  ^cr^-kc.,  , 

!^,  sir,  I  'm.nt  be$k  irpstalrs, 

Bit!  you  JS3  s  l:la2sa?  A.      I   si^w  s^^k©^ 

tdd  j€m  »e«  fire-t  /••     !%,  sir. 

Aftsr  yo^.  Gr^%;  s^igIcb,   51  <?  fou^  cnt? 

I  r>'u'at  bi^ei:  iipstf^.irs. 

^,     Dowfistairs. 

:^-. .     -*!xB  btvek  room,  thc^  jiaw  bul Iding, 

A.     All  ot«r.-t!ie  plfce. 


*fe»r©  ciCi  5^u  i3€o  fsaioks? 
'*'hct  TOOl^ 

^s^lmrm  i^s  tli«  asclt©? 


Vi&  you  theji  leetv^  the  building? 


A,     TeB,   sir* 


iOV*Y 


A*     Throiii^h  the  roof* 


Ifo,  sir* 


Vie  you  see  tl;e  li|:hts  go  out?  A,. 

Bid  70ii  gc  out  on  tfee  stage  to  perform? 

If©»  sir,  only  ©arlisr  ia  the  «T?)iiit;s, 

Co\}ld  you  tell  rm  the  condition  of  tfc©  crow^  th^re? 

Tlie  usiifl  Cf.turtley  ni^t  croir^a. 

'iTotiia  you  ssy  it  »80  over  cro^^ed? 

Only  t.be  usual  SntvaHm'  ni^%  orowtt. 

Would  yoti  say  it  wsaii*t  o^er  erow^sd? 

The,  usual  orowil* 

t»o  you  Itnov^  wh&t  e^iMra  the  fire?       *■ .     Ho,   s!r^ 


.■zmi-.:&. 
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l^olice  Headquarters, 
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Ste&eiBKBt  of  ^QSKPH  I.WIH??: 


t       (By  llent.  riSesse}     I  mi  lieutenant  T^iSQOse  of  th^  TToiiiciae 
eG«aa  ^:!^  this  mRXi  is  th©  Polise  SteBOf  ■        •.:?■?♦  'thi^t  is  jo^r 
full  nf!ne? 
Joseph  Le^iae, 

Wb©2?e  do  jou  live?  A,     £E7  llusaMlilt.  r:¥%iiue,  Hoxbury* 

What  1«  yoQT  ocQupatlon? 

/..re  you  M*rried?  A»     Ho»   sjir* 

Hiow  long  l^:Th  you  teeru  r"<.plDy^e  tt^er^?       I*     iTust  tl3r«*«  Tefirs* 

By  \shos.  were  you  employ©^?         A»    Mr*  Bamej  -'el^nskf  ♦ 

In  i*^M€b.  pert  of  tha  biiili!ls.^  dl4  yon  work? 

On  tli«t  alghtp  et  the  front  bsr. 

It.  tMt  f^s  yeii  enter  fnm  ?i€Hf.2Kirit  Street?         A*  .  Tss,  @ir» 

Tb>«  C0rle<?it\irfe  bcr?  A*     Tes,   sir* 

^•»©  yoa  there  ^lieu  tl,s    fir©  stsirtet?         ^;»     T®s»  slr« 

Do  jo^  kikmi  ^4xt   tltft  it  west 

lastly  tes  flft»«ai^  I  -^ms  'waltia-?"  for  tiirs  s^icm:  to  s©  oti» 

Whet  first  5ttrnct04  four  f-.ttention  to  tt.e  firef 

1  lief.rd  6^::i^  sli^i^ht  noic«^ 

'^^MKre  did  tl^  nclse  eom®  Trc-is?  k,  X%  tb.6  loimf@.» 

A»  f'  a*em:tlt  sf   that  noise,  -mlmt  di-3  TO'«i  Sv^e^ 

I  fiaw  a  terrific  biirst  of  tXr®  ana  flamas  corns  through  th© 

Q  ^kidli  lounge?  A»     Tiai  Melody  Xo-uns®* 

§  Did  ^'GU  «e«  e  blaxis?  ♦     Yss^  sir, 

^  '^'k^t  did  you  4o  aa  0  rennlt  cf  se^ixt^  thot  bl^iza? 

A  I  SfjY^  i'l^mea  sM  tSam  tlmois  >.vxe  .l'-:.riedl&t®ly  followed  ry  a 


tsrTifio  b\a*st  of  si^oke. 


wiist  aiS  you  de? 


A.     I   left. 
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,  hyiUM:^ 


«4a^ 


;j8i 


0 
A 

A 

Q 


A. 

r 


A 

A 

0. 
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Q 
A 


%  «^l©fe  3oor  uia  you  leave? 

lfer«  rou  ia  tliaro  ^."ami  tlia  light  s  iTsnt  ont?       ^# 
Do  yota  k-tiow  lio^  mess'  ^rsoa  r^^r©  la  th^/re? 
It  wafes  J  list  t!j.e  ?-"iTera5«  b'^B^r  night, 
Was  tlis  Coooaaut  Grove  oirer  crowded? 

Bb,  sir,  tha  Sfcsia  rxS  a^y  otHaex  ^f^turds^r  nlfht* 
^•'©  joa  knov/  xtrt  ce^Eaed  th^  firs?         A»     Fo,  sir, 


T©s,  ®iT« 


Boston,  ?-'ass», 
r-osamber  II,  194^^. 


fBy  lieiil.      ISassfci)     T'b:S5t   i^i  /wur  full  nams^? 

tlier^  Co  fou  live?  A*     9  Frf^ecrcore  !?*>?-3#,  Brtithton. 

f/li&t  iB  yovT  GCoin>RtioB?     •♦     T^siciaa* 

Are  JQU  isiirriel?  A,     Fc,  ^ir. 

By  TlGbom  arc  you  «mploye<5?     *.#     Iflekej  A.ipert. 

''e-r-a   /oa  eaployad  by  Hlckey  expert  oi*  l^o¥ amber  S8,   this  7*3 »r? 

I  w>-s  werlcins  at  1±o  tiise^ 

'^■i-r©  you  es^lo^c!  ts^r  Mich^y  Alpert  at  the  Cocoamit  '^rovet 

T©s>  sir* 

Hcrw  lone:  bevfe  you  fe®«B  oapj.oys'?.  tb^^ret 

I  f-tt'.i'te^  tc  'v.tjrk  tl;er«»  m  yz.^T  s^o  I^.lsor  t>s'^j. 

Wli.at  fci^d  of  fJTi  iBstrttE^nt  ft©  you  play?       A,     Saxaphon^. 

^^hhX  \,<sr-s  you  Lours  of  duty  tkere? 

Fro/i  Bfe%^eii  o*0loel:  to  one  tliirt3-* 

'■:'er©  3/0U  tlvara  wh^i  the  lire  starts^?.?       .^«     Te8»   sir. 

In  t^liich  pr.rt  of  tf>3   pl*tcs?         * ,     On  the  st^m* 

V'hf-t  first   ;.Ww^act©d  vour  r^ttention  to  the  fire? 


A       TLa  flssu«JS 


v^ 
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A 
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In  ^hiah  part  of  tlm  piece  aia  ^12  i^ee  flames? 

Is  tlic-t  ii^ar  tba  r^Iofly  lovoie^^  •-.     T0s>  sir* 

Do  ^0>;  k^aw  6b<Ki.t  'f^Bt  ti  -e  tl^:t  wrs? 

Teti  fifteen^  Just  st€'<rti2i£  the  set^onn  show. 

/^s  «i  rasrult  ?,f  obser-iri?!"  the  fl^nes,  whnt   ^'^i^  jou  do? 

1         '  l^?Ta  ::y  iii-ee  lai^tru-.c^nts  mitt  run  ^v^ro©r.  the  stag©  wbloh 

broiif:ht  m©   '      '.""le  t"^    ■    -ul;     tr^^^t  si^e  ana  it  wr^s- locked. 


ITJ 


,;    ^.  ,-,jf»  *.      ■».,    .  t      »,      .•       ~         .^-f       ».  ,t^. 


5*-    "rt. 


Ca  the  S*        -,t  "r^^reet  ^Ivlcs*^ 

'■  '■'     -^-''    ''-'-    "^'O    Ur^tB    —     - 

y^-^^t  sir,  T    ;.-,-  li\  the   bttilflln^u 

lo  you  imov*-  h@ts'  th4»  ii^^ts  w^iit  out? 


■  ^     Te.t#    sir. 


A*     ?To,   sir. 


.  Uki        ^riSX  t. 


buii-:lj}^  4ia  the   li^rhts  ^o  out? 


A       In  tlie  bfs--:  rri-f;si. 


A.     Yfjf*,   sir. 


^1.1  cli  roosa  Is  thet? 

"...  rs  trr-,-i  iu.  a  poafcion   ■, 

'"53,  sir. 

'  ':  >t  %'ojli'!.  7o\3  ,^?t/  as  to  tti©  crowsl  is  the  tmin  dlnin.5  room? 

11-  V,?:-.  t^s  ■:i3ii0l  crow3^ 

-^51  ftlxi'iJt  tbcs  crowi^?  ^,     '^n,   sir. 

".^o  j^v  "  ^  e^u^^d  ths  rir^?         '  .     no,   sir. 

^n^€^  TO.,    iQxii&d  un.  cpinloK  B3  to  how  t>w  fire   stfirtad?  k»     Po,Blf» 
'  lyrthXn^  elscc  -':-rv-i  feow  jo^!  laaTsn*^    ''■old  us? 
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